
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by 



Google 



or 





Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE LAW OF LOYE 

JlKD LOYE AS A LAW; 

OR, 

CHRISTIAN ETHICS. 

WITH AN APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING STRICTURES BY DR. MoCOSH, 
WITH REPLIES. 

BT 

MARK |IOPKINS, D. D., LL. D^ 

PBBSIDEMT OF WILLIAMS COLLEGB. 



THIRD EDITION. 



NEW YORK: 
CHARLES SCRIBNER AND COMPANY, 

1871. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Entered according to Act of Congren, in the year 1870, by 

Mark Hopkins, 
in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington. 



BIYSasmK, OAMBKIDaB: 

8TKKK0TTPKD AKD PSIMTBD BY 

H. 0. HOUOHTON AND COMPAITT. 



Digitized by 



Google 






PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 



In publishing a third edition of the following 
work, some notice of the discussions to which it has 
given rise seems called for. In these it has ap- 
parently been forgotten by many how entirely the 
work is an exposition of that cardinal precept of 
Christian philosophy, " Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and thy neighbor as 
thyself." As imperative there is in that precept 
Law ; and the one thing required by that law is 
Love. This gives us " The Law of Love," and 
that law practically carried out. gives us " Love as 
a Law." With this the doctrine of ends as stated 
in the." Lectures on Moral Science " is coincident, 
since the end of love, so far as there is choice in it, 
and so morality, must be the good of the person 
loved. 

But while the cardinal precept of Christian phi- 
losophy is as stated above, that of the prevalent 
philosophy is, " Do right for the sake of the right." 
Are these identical ? If so, those that hold to the 
doctrine of an ultimate right may spare their 
attacks, for I am substantially agreed with them. 
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IV PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION. 

If not, it is for them to reconcile their acceptance 
of the precept with their acceptance of Christianity 
as a philosophy. What we need is a Christian 
philosophy. Not that philosophy is to be received 
on the basis of revelation. To be philosophy it 
must be received on the basis of reason. But if a 
revelation really from God teach or imply a phi- 
losophy, it must coincide with that taught by reason, 
and ought to be seen thus to coincide. If Christen- 
dom is ever to be a fair exponent of Christianity, its 
Moral Philosophy must be that of Christianity. 

We need also a philosophy in which the practical 
shall be drawn from the theoretical part, so that 
they shall not stand, as in most of our treatises, like 
the two sides of the Yosemite Valley, with a deep 
gulf between them. If, as Dr. Wayland says in 
the opening of his " Practical Ethics," the whole 
Moral Law is contained in the single word " Love," 
it would seem self-evident that the theoretical part, 
the philosophy, must consist of an exposition of Law 
and Love as they are in themselves, and as related 
to each other. Such an exposition Dr. Wayland 
did not attempt, nor can it be successfully at- 
tempted by any one of His school, or of the school 
of Right, except as it shall be shown that the two 
precepts above given are identical. 

That those precepts can be made identical I do 
not believe. To me they seem to differ both in 
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their sphere and object. The sphere of the one 
is choice, and its object good. To choose the good 
of beings capable of good disinterestedly, and as 
valuable in itself, is the love ^eq^ired. Here the 
sphere is choice without volition oi? outward action, 
and the obligation to choose thus is affirmed in view 
of good as valuable in itself, with no intervention 
of the idea of right as distinguished from that of 
obligation. The sphere of the other is volition and 
outward action, and its object is right, or the right. 
As commonly defined, and in its only intelligible 
sense, right is the quality of an action. This makes 
the right to be an abstraction, a mere intellection, as 
it is acknowledged to be, which can become a 
motive to action only as an element is " surrep- 
titiously " borrowed from the sensibility to combine 
with it and make it obligation. 

But if the two precepts can be made identical in 
their material, the whole form and pressure of a 
system of duty will be different, as the one or the 
other shall be made prominent. The Ptolemaic and 
Copemican systems differ, not in material, but in 
what they made central ; and yet the transition 
from the one to the other was one of the great 
steps of progress. And so it is here. Let love be 
made central, so that in testing actions men shall 
be compelled to inquire whether they proceed from 
love, and the moral heavens would come into order 
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VI PBEFACE TO THE THIRD EDITXO:^. 

as a system, and order in society would be the 
result. The idea of right I accept. I believe in it 
as obligatory from its relation to good. As thus re- 
lated and so only, it loses that affinity for fanaticism 
so conspicuous in its history, and which has made 
religious wars and persecutions more virulent and 
cruel than any others. The persecuting Sauls and 
assassinating Balthazars of all ages have " verily 
thought that they ought to do " what they have 
done ; and the step now needed is to preclude, as 
far as possible, such mistakes by making good and 
love central, and " The Law of Love " the test of 
right. 

We also need, in practical morals, to see the 
guidance which Love may find from the distinction 
between the susceptibilities and the powers, and 
from the whole constitution of nature and of man, 
through the unifying relation of conditioning and 
conditioned forces and faculties, and the Law of 
Limitation based on that. Whoever will be at the 
pains to trace this out, will, I hope, find a system 
consistent with itself, and in harmony with nature 
on the one hand, and with the Scriptures on the 
other. 

For the readier apprehension of the system which 
involves the step above mentioned, I ask attention 
to the following propositions, which contain its 
principal points. 
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1. Moral philosophy regards man only as choos- 
ing and acting from choice. 

2. Moral action is rational, as distinguished from 
instinctive action. 

8. Rational action implies a recognized end. 

4. There can be no conception of an end as a 
ground of rational action except through a sensi- 
bility. 

$. The end which man ought to choose is indi- 
cated by his moral nature, which affirms obligation 
to choose it ; but it is in his power to reject it. 

6. This end is the good of all beings capable of. 
good, his own included. 

7. This good has value in itself, absolute value, 
which makes it the dbject of rational choice for its 
own sake. 

8. The choice of this good as the supreme end is 
the Love required hy the Law ; and hence, in Love 
kno^n as Law, wisdom and virtue are- identified^ 
As obedience to moral law it is virtue > as the 
choice of good it is wisdom. 

9. When an act of choice- alone is required with- 
out volition or the use of means, as in love or good- 
willing, obligation is affii^med at once without the 
intervention of the idea of right> and with no place 
for it unless it be regarded, as synonymous, with 
obligation. 

10. The choice of good being thus virtue, acti(»i 
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from this choice is virtuous action. The good tree 
makes the fruit good. 

11. Action that would naturally tend to promote 
this good is right action, and is obligatory from this 
tendency. 

12. The rejection of the end indicated by the 
moral nature, and any form of choice incompatible 
with that end is lawlessness and wickedness. 

13. We have thus Law, and the philosophy of it. 
But in early life, as preliminary to these, and in- 
tended to be auxiliary afterwards, we have moral 
instincts, the action of which is often mistaken for 
that of conscience, but which may conflict with 
each other, and which need control, like the other 
instinctive and impulsive parts of our frame. 

Identifying, as above, wisdom and virtue in Love 
known as Law, we find a ground of harmony 
between teleological and intuitive systems. It has 
not been sufficiently observed that the moral im- 
perative, in which I believe fully, the affirmation of 
obligation to love, can be legitimately given forth 
only in the apprehension of that very good which 
wisdom would choose for its own sake. This im- 
perative is not the product of will. It is not, 
therefore, as the advocates of the theory of right 
persistently assert, a part of virtue. It is no more 
a part of virtue than it is of vice, since there could 
be neither without it. It is the voice of our moral 
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nature made possible and rational by the rational 
apprehension of good, and can become Law only as 
that good is the good of all beings capable of good, 
or, at least, is compatible with that. In this view 
of it, that " Goodness of Will " of which Kant 
speaks as " the one absolute good," is not a good at 
all. It is goodness — goodness because it is the 
choice of good, and without the idea of that the 
very idea of goodness had not been possible. 

It is to be added that if the good be disinter- 
estedly chosen, the fact that it is a good can never 
make the system utilitarian. That the system is 
one of Love, the very Love commanded and made 
Law by God, would, it might have been supposed, 
be a bar to the charge of utilitarianism. Love 
cannot be utilitarian. 

It has been objected that the theoretical part of 
the following work is difBcult. From the above it 
will be seen that the system itself is not so, and I 
must ask that the distinction be made between that 
and the attempt to trace its connection with mental 
science. To do that is difficult, and must be, 
especially in so brief a compass, and to those not 
familiar with mental science. The work might 
doubtless have been better done. Perhaps it was 
not wise to attempt it, but without that the science 
cannot be complete. 

In the present edition mistakes have been 
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corrected ; the first chapter has been rewritten, and 
some changes to prevent misapprehension, chiefly 
with reference to the words " end " and " force," 
have been made. An Appendix is also added, con- 
taining the discussion between Dr. McCosh and 
myself, as published in the New York " Observer." 
To insert this was not my suggestion, but I assent 
to it in the hope that it may elucidate the subject 
more fully. Dr. McCosh also assents to it, and, I 
doubt not, for the same reason. Parts of the cor- 
respondence might be omitted, but it would be 
difficult to make changes, and, if given at all, I am 
told it would be more satisfactory, if not more fair, 
to reproduce it in its original form. 
WiUJAMB CoLUBGE, June, 1870 
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PREFACE. 



If we accept the principles of classification 
adopted in the following work, the position of 
Moral Science as compared with other sciences is 
either superior or central. It is superior to those 
sciences, as intellectual philosophy, which are con- 
ditional for it ; and central for those, as the science 
of government, which are but an application of its 
principles. 

It is from this position of the science, together 
with its unsettled condition, that I have been led of 
. late to devote to its advancement the little time I 
could spare from my more immediate and pressing 
duties. That some advancement has been made I 
am encouraged to hope from the favorable reception 
of the " Lectures on Moral Science " pubUshed by 
me five years since. In those " Lectures," morality 
was made rational, both as based on ends and as 
involving intuitions; the different kinds of ends 
and of good were distinguished; the relation of 
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will to ultimate ends was shown ; the law of lim" 
itation was established ; the faculties were classified 
from their relation to ends ; and firom that relation, 
and firom their relation to each other, it was shown 
that the highest end of the whole man was the same 
with that made known by revelation. (This point, 
if established, is of the utmost moment, as render- 
mg religious skepticism rationally impossible.) The 
relation of virtue to happiness and also to worldly 
good was shown, and of rights to right. 

As the above points were, for the most part, 
either new in themselves, or put in new relations, 
and may not have been always expressed in the 
best way, it is not strange that they failed to be 
rightly apprehended by some critics who read the 
work, as well as by some who certainly did not. 
Nor is it, perhaps, strange that some who hold 
strenuously, and as a part of their theological ortho- 
doxy, that it enters into the " chief end of man " to 
enjoy God, should have counted the same doctrine 
an alarming philosophical heresy. In the following 
work the above doctrines are implied, for further 
reflection has but confirmed me in them ; but of 
some of them a fuller exposition is demanded, new 
points require to be stated, and the principles need 
to be applied in a practical part. 
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In addition to the above, or if not in each case 
strictly in addition, yet as requiring fuller statement, 
sc»ne of the points which may be thought to justify 
the publication of another work are the following : — 

1. The making of obligation the moral idea with 
no necessary intervention of the idea of right, obli- 
gation to choose the supreme end and good being 
immediately affirmed on the apprehension of it, thus 
placing the primary seat of obligation in generic 
choice without volition, and as distinguished from 

iu 

2. The fact that a Sensibility is a condition for 
the formation of moral ideas. This was implied in 
the former work, but not so distinctly stated, because 
I had not then given the attention they deserve to 
the very able lectures on this subject of President 
Finney in his volume on " Systematic Theology," 
in which this doctrine was, so far as I know, fiilly 
stated for the first time. 

3. The distinction between the two forms of spon- 
taneous activity. This had been made by Dr. 
Hickock. 

4. The coalescence of the idea of individual and 
of the general good in the one idea of good on 
which the law of conscience is based. 

5. The separation of the idea of obligation from 
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authority. This had been done by President Fin- 
ney, Dr. Hickok, and others. 

6. The distinction between conscience as an im- 
pulse and as a law. 

7. The mode in which love includes all other 
duties. 

8. The finding of a basis for the reconciliation, 
not of any two opposing systems, but of two classes 
of systems that have always been opposed. It is 
quite time this should be done, as it certainly will 
be at some time, both in Mental and in Moral 
Science. 

9. The bringing into unity of physical, mental, 
and moral science through the law of the condition- 
ing and conditioned, and the law of limitation based 
upon that. 

10. A classification of duties new as respects its 
basis ; and the application of the law of limitation 
to the practical part. 

11. A fiiller recognition of the difference be- 
tween the powers and the susceptibilities, and of the 
contrasted laws of our firame by which we receive 
and give. 

12. The doctrine of rights as related to ends. 
This was seen by Whewell, but not fully applied. 

13. The relation of both rights and ends to the 
just powers of government. 
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14. The derivation of the right to punish firom 
the violation of rights. 

15. The natural right of man to the Sabbath. 
Other points might be mentioned. How far any 

of these are absdutelj new I do not know, nor is it 
important ; but the system, taken as a whole, seems 
to me so far new as to justify its publication. 

When the former work was published it was sup- 
posed that the doctrine of ends had not before been 
made thus prominent in a moral system. That is 
still supposed ; but a legal friend has called my at- 
tention to a work on " The Civil Law in its Natural 
Order," by Jean Domat, a French lawyer, in which 
the course of thought is often strikingly similar to 
that in the " Lectures." His work was pubUshed 
in Paris in 1674, and republished in this country by 
Little & Brown, so recently as 1853. If ends 
hold the place in a Moral System assigned them in 
the "Lectures," it is obvious they must hold a 
similar place in the Civil Law, and this was seen 
and stated with great clearness by Domat. 

As the " Lectures," which were published as a 
work of original investigation, have been used as a 
text-book in several of our colleges and seminaries, 
it is thought best, though the present work is of the 
same general character, to have some reference to 
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that in its structure and arrangement. To cbmUne 
the qualities of a good text-book with original inves- 
tigation is not easy. In some respects, and for some 
classes, the processes of original investigation well 
stated are better than anything else. In other 
respects, and for other classes, they are not desira- 
ble. On this point each teacher must judge for 
himself, and the work will find its place according 
to its merit and adaptation. As far as possible 
technical and obscure term^ have been avoided, 
and it is hoped the system has been made too plain 
to be misapprehended. 

The substance of the following work was deliv- 
ered the last winter in a course of lectures before 
the Lowell Institute. In the delivery of them 
much use was made of the blackboard, whenever 
ideas were to be traced back to their source, or 
principles were to be carried out to their results. 
This was an experiment, but the results were such 
as to assure me that the blackboard may be made 
use of with much advantage in illustrating this and 
kindred subjects before popular audiences, as well 
as before college classes. 

It only remains that I express my obligations to 
the friends who have aided me in this work by their 
suggestions. Among these I would particularly 
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mention my early and constant friend, Dr. John 
Morgan, of Oberlin, to whom I am gready indebted ; 
also Dr. Ray Palmer of New York ; and on the sub- 
ject of suffrage, Judge C. C. Nott, of the Court of 
Claims, WashingtoiL 
Williams Collbob, Sqfiember, 1868. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



DIFFERENT THEOBIES. 



Morality regards man as active. Hence mora) 
science must imply a systematic knowledge of those 
powers in man which tend to, or regulate action, 
as those powers are related to each other, and to 
the objects that excite their action. These powers 
are related to each other as a system capable of 
harmonious action, and of securing through such 
action the highest good of the individual and of the 
whole. 

Into the conception of a Byntem of active powers 
the idea of order, subordination, and of a supreme 
controlling power must enter; and that action of 
such a system which would secure the highest good 
of the individual and of the whole is right action. 
Such action must be rational. It presupposes an 
end good in itself, and known to be good ; but it . 
can be moral only as we have a moral nature 
affirming obligation to such action. 

Of the nature and foundation of moral obliga- 
tion which I suppose to be thus affirmed, different 



Digitized by 



Google 



2 INTRODUCTION. 

accounts have been given. This lias arisen in part 
from the ambiguity of language, but more from a 
partial apprehension and wrong adjustment of the 
facts and principles of our complex nature. A 
striking fact, as of association, or a powerful princi- 
ple, as of self-love or sympathy, is seized upon and 
made to account for everything. It becomes the 
centre of a system having in it, perhaps, much that 
is plausible, and much truth in its details, but as a 
system wholly false. Such systems are not useless. 
They insure a careftd examination of the facts 
made central ; the incidental truth involved, as in 
the treatise of Adam Smith, is often of much value ; 
and something is done in limiting and exhausting 
the possibilities of error. 

And not only are different systems produced from 
Diffenmt *^® abovc causcs, but the moral problem 
SJfTo^*'' itself is differently stated. By some it is 
problem. made an inquiry concerning the moral 
nature ; by some, concerning the nature of virtue ; 
by some, concerning the source and nature of right ; 
by some, after an ultimate rule ; and by some, afl«r 
the nature and foundation, or ground, of obliga- 
tion. This last I think preferable. In the fact of 
obligation all are agreed. All are agreed that all 
mankind are under obligation to do some acts and 
to abstain from others. Without obligation there 
can b^ no morality and no law, and a statement of 
the ground and conditions and limitations of obliga- 
tion, would be a statement of the theory of morals 
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As I propose to use the term, a ground of obli- 
gation for us must presuppose a moral nature in 
us ; and the question what that nature is, is entirely 
different from any that may respect the ultimate 
ground or reason for its activity. The nature and 
constitution of the eye are one thing, the nature 
and constitution of light, without which the function 
of the eye could not be performed are another. 
The eye and light are related to each other, and 
each is so indispensable to vision that either might 
be said to be at its foundation. But the questions 
in optics respecting the eye, and those respecting 
light, are entirely distinct ; and if the powers of the 
eye were regarded by one man as the foundation of 
the faculty of sight, and if the properties of light 
were so regarded by another, and if, because they 
were using the same word, they were to go on 
under the delusion that they were treating of the 
same thing, it is easy to see the confusion that 
must ensue. In the same way the intellect, with 
ivs capacities and laws, is one thing, and truth, the 
object of the intellect, is another. These so imply 
each other that without truth the intellect could 
not act, and either might be said to be the founda- 
tion of mental activity. Here, also, there would 
be the same confusion if men were to mistake one 
for the other, or, without being aware of the transi- 
tion, were to apply the same terms to both. 

But this is precisely what has happened in specu- 
%tions on morals. Men have sometimes spoken of 



Digitized by 



Google 



4 INTRODUCTION. 

the various faculties and powers involved in tV 
moral nature, such as conscience and free will, a 
lying at the foundation of obligation; sometime, 
they have spoken of that ultimate ground or reasoi. 
in view of which alone the moral nature can 
legitimately act, and sometimes they have included 
both. The fact of this confusion is said by Sir 
James Mcintosh to have been a great, and indeed 
the main reason of the confusion there has been in 
the perplexed speculations on the subject of morals. 
Speaking of the diflFerence between the " Theory 
of Moral Sentiment," and the " Criterion of Mo- 
rality," he says: "The discrimination has seldom 
been made by moral philosophers; the diflFerence 
between the two problems has never been uniform- 
ly observed by any of them ; and it will appear in 
the sequel, that they have been not rarely alto- 
gether confounded by very eminent men, to the 
destruction of all just conception and of all correct 
reasoning in this most important, and perhaps most 
diflScult, of sciences." 

But this confusion will not surprise us if we oIh 
serve how the speculations on these diflferent sub- 
jects imply and almost necessarily run into each 
jther. If we would understand optics, we must 
understand both the eye and light, and that not 
merely as they are in themselves, but as they are 
related to each other. If we would understand 
moral science, we must understand both the facul- 
ties which act and that in view of which they act , 
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but we must be careful to keep our speculations ou 
the one subject distinct from those on the other. 

If I say that self-interest is the ground of obliga 
tion I mean that it is that in view of which obliga- 
tion is affirmed by a moral agent fully constituted. 
If, on the other hand, I say that free will is the 
ground of obligation, I do not mean that it is that 
in view of which obligation is affirmed, but that it 
is a power essential to a moral agent, a necessary 
condition of the affirmation of obligation by such 
an agent. 

If, again, it be said that self-interest is the ground 
of obligation, and we would controvert that, we 
need to know what other possible grounds there 
may be ; if there may be what are called a priori 
grounds we must know that, and be able to state 
them, and this will involve the question of a priori 
knowledge and principles of action, and a decision 
of some of the highest and most disputed problems 
of mental science. 

Shall we then regard as the foundation of obliga- 
tion those faculties which are necessary The ground 
to constitute us moral beings ; or that in JJaulS^w" 
view of which, we being thus constituted, Sbu^oni* 
obligation is affirmed ? With givw facul- •"'™*^- 
ties I see a crow flying over my head. In view of 
that fact I feel no obligation. With the same 
faculties I see a man in danger of drowning. In 
view of that fact I do feel imder obligation to aid 
him if I can. Here is a ground of difference, and 
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of obligation. What is that ground ? Is there any 
ground common to all cases ? Without questioning 
what others have done, and simply desiring distinct- 
ness, I prefer to call that the ground of obligation 
in view of which obligation is affirmed. In seeking 
for this, however, we shall necessarily be drawn 
into an examination of those faculties and mental 
products on which moral agency is conditioned, for 
it must be remembered that that in view of which 
obligation is affirmed may itself, like the idea of 
right, be the product of mental agency. 

Moral philosophers have indeed been divided in- 
Dependence ^ *^^ classcs, as they havc belonged to 
on SeStoi o^® ^^ ^^^ Other of the two great schools 
icienoo. ^£ mental science that have divided 
thinkers from the time of Plato and Aristotle — in 
reality, as they have settled in one way or another 
the great problem of the origin of knowledge. A 
sensationalist, believing that all our knowledge is 
from experience, that there are no necessary prin- 
ciples, or forms of knowledge given by the mind 
itself, can believe in no a priori principles of moral- 
ity, and will, almost of course, adopt a low, fluctu- 
ating, and selfish system of morals. But one who 
finds in the mind itself as well as in the senses a 
source of primitive knowledge, given indeed, not 
without the senses, but on the occasion of them, 
may consistently, and will naturally, look to the 
same source for the principles, or elements, or prim- 
itive fects, or ultimate ideas, or ground, or founda- 
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tion, or whatever he may please to call it, of morals. 
Hience, the great battle of scientific morality is to 
be fought on the field of mental science. 

On this field some, as those who so make the 
mind the product of organization as to bring it 
under the laws of matter and of necessity, and all, 
indeed, who deny the fact of liberty, so decide 
mental problems as to make morality impossible. 
Others necessitate a basis of self-interest, or of 
mere sentiment, while others still so solve these 
problems as to admit, in some form, of what may 
be called a rational system. 

Nor, I may remark in passing, need it discourage 
those who have not studied mental science formally, 
that moral problems strike their roots so deeply into 
that, for on this class of subjects sound judgment is 
native to the common mind. It is even true that 
where accurate statement is most difficult, intuition 
is most certain, and when such statements are made 
they commend themselves with great readiness to 
the common consciousness. 

With this view of the ground of obligation and 
of the connection of mental with moral Ytaiovm 
science, we pass to consider some of the ^■**«°»- 
systems respecting obligation and its ground which 
have been adopted by different philosophers. 

Of ftiese the first commonly mentioned, as it waa 
the first in point of time among modem pi„ttheoiyi 
systems, is that of Hobbes. By him the ^<»*>^* 
ground of obligation was found in the authority of 
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the Civil Law. According to Hobbes, a regard to 
personal advantage is the only possible motive to 
human action* "Acknowledgment erf power is 
called honor." '^ Pity is the imagination of future 
calamity to ourselves." " Laughter is occasioned 
by sudden glory in our eminence, or in comparison 
with the infirmity of others." " Love is a concep- 
tion of his need of the one person desired." " Re- 
pentance is regret at having missed the way." 
There are no social aflFections, no sense of duty, no 
moral sentiments. As a desire for his own pleasure 
is supreme in every man, it will follow that the state 
of society is naturally one of war. But as nothing 
can so interfere, with this supreme desire or end of 
man as war, it becomes obligatory on men to com- 
bine, by an expression of their common will in the 
form of law, for the preservation of peace ; and as 
there is no other possible standard, it follows that 
men must be bound by the behests of law, whatever 
they may be. 

A system resting on a view of our nature so low 
and partial, and thus favorable to arbitraiy power, 
was not fitted for permanence among a free people, 
and had nearly passed from remembrance, except 
in the schools, when an attempt was made to revive 
it in connection with the enforcement of the fugitive 
slave law. This attempt gave rise to the expression 
bO prevalent for a time, of " the higher law ; " and 
it really seemed at one time that we had a party 
among us who denied the existence of any such 
law. 
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Of this system it has been well said, that it must 
either be right to obey the law and wrong to dis- 
obey it, or indifferent whether we obey it or not. 
If it be morally indifferent whether we obey it or 
not, the law which may or may not be obeyed with 
equal virtue cannot be a source of virtue ; and if it 
be right to obey it, the very supposition that it is 
right implies a notion of right and wrong that is 
antecedent to the law, and gives it its moral effi- 
cacy. 

A second theory of obligation is that it is based 

on self-interest. Second th©- 

Much might be said to show that this int«li»t. 
was the system of Paley, whos6 work was formerly 
taught almost universally, both in England and in 
this country. Many things in his book are consis- 
tent with this theory only, while others would seem 
to imply that of general utility. Probably he did 
not discriminate sharply between them. 

This system supposes the same low and imperfect 
view of the facts of our nature as is implied in the 
preceding one. It fails to show the distinction 
between interest and duty, or why all actions that 
are for our interest, as a good bargain, are not vir- 
tuous. It ignores or denies the fact of disinterested 
affection, contradicting thus the general conscious- 
ness which attributes merit to actions in proportion 
as self is forgotten. As that which is the founda- 
tion of obligation should be supreme in our regard, 
nis system would require us to regard self-interest 
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supremely, and everything else as subordinate to 
that. It would thus be wrong to love God su- 
premely and our neighbor as ourselves ; and in- 
deed any high, or noble, or generous act would, 
according to this system, be either impossible or 
wrong. 

The plausibility of this system arises from the 
fact that self-interest has its place in one that is 
correct ; and also from the fact that men exalt self- 
interest so unduly, and do so generally make it 
practically the centre of their thoughts and actions. 

A third system founds obligation on utility. The 
Thirdly*, asscrtiou is, not only that we are under 

tem ; of , * 

utiuty. obligation to do those things that are use- 

ftil, but that their usefulness is the ground of the 
obligation. 

To set aside this view it is only necessary to 
understand the meaning of terms. By a ground of 
obligation we mean the ultimate reason in view of 
which it is affirmed. But by its very definition 
utility cannot be ultimate. " Some things," says 
Sir William Hamilton, "are valuable, finally, or 
for themselves — these are ends; other things are 
valuable, not on their own account, but as condu- 
cive towards certain ulterior ends — these are 
means. The value of ends is absolute ; the value 
of means is relative. Absolute value is properly 
called a good ; relative value is properly called a 
utility." Whatever is useftil, then, can have value 
only as it is related to the end which it may be 
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used to promote. A plough is usefiil, but only as 
it is related to the value of a crop. Unless there 
be ends that have value in themselves, means can 
have no value, and so nothing can be useftil. But 
no one will contend that we can be under obligation 
to choose that as an ultimate and supreme end 
which can have no value except as it is related to 
an end beyond itself. 

The plausibility of this system is from the fiict 
that we are so often under obligation to choose that 
which is useful, and from a failure, in doing this, to 
distinguish the ground from a condition of obliga- 
tion. The absolute value of an end may be the 
ground of obligation to choose it, but we can be 
under obligation to choose means only on condition 
that they shall be useful in attaining the end. Of 
course a system which should place obligation to 
choose an end on the ground of an intrinsic value 
that should have no end beyond itself, and so no 
utility, could not properly be charged with being a 
system of utihty. 

The word utility expresses a relation — a relation 
between that which is valuable in itself and the 
means of obtaining it. A fourth system, Jjjjj^. 
that of Dr. Wayland, bases obligation on w»yiand. 
the relations of one being to another. *' It is," says 
he, "manifest to every one that we all stand in 
Farious and dissimilar relations to all the sentient 
beings, created and uncreated, with which we are 
acquainted. Among our relations to created beings 
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are those of man to man, or that of substantial equal- 
ity,of parent and child, of benefactor and recipient, 
of husband and wife, of brother and brother, citizen 
and citizen, citizen and magistrate, and a thousand 
others. Now it seems to me that as soon as a 
human being comprehends the relation in which 
two human beings stand to each other, there arises 
in his mind a consciousness of moral obligation, 
connected by our Creator with the very conception 
of the relation." 

Here it will be observed that no enumeration 
of the relations on which obligation depends is at- 
tempted. Some are specified, and there are said to 
be " a thousand others." Nor is any attempt made 
to show what is common to all these relations in 
virtue of which they are the ground of obligation. 
Relations as such cannot be the ground of obliga- 
tion. Why must these relations be between sensi- 
tive beings? Why are not all relations between 
sensitive beings, as those of time and space, the 
ground of obligation ? The relative height of two 
men, as tall and short, constitutes a relation, but 
not a ground of obligation. In themselves relations 
have no value, and aside from the beings related 
they cannot exist. They cannot be made objects 
of choice or grounds of action. There is in them 
nothing ultimate. They are simply the occasion or 
condition of our apprehending a ground of obliga- 
tion that lies wholly beyond themselves. It is true 
that whatever we do we must do in some relation, 
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and this gives the system its plausibility; but this 
incidental connection of relations with grounds of 
action that lie beyond them can never make them 
an adequate basis for a moral system. 

Analogous to this system of relations are two 
others — those of Dr. Samuel Clarke and intband 
of Wollaston. Of these the first founds teni8;*iJ. 
obligation on the fitness of things ; and the woiuwton. 
second on conformity to truth, or to the true nature 
of things. A man owes a debt. It is according to 
the fitness of things that he should pay it, and that 
fitness is the ground of the obligation. It is true 
that there is a difference between a man and a tree, 
and on the ground of this difference there is an 
obligation to treat them differently. Not to do so 
would be acting a lie, and so, according to Wol- 
laston, all immorality is an acted lie. 

Of these systems it is to be said that both fitness 
and truth, as that is here used, express, npt any- 
thing ultimate, but only a relation. Between the 
fact of the debt and its payment there is a fitness, 
but it is not on the ground of its fitness that the 
payment is to be made. The fitness has no value 
in itself, and could exist only as the debt has value 
in some relation to an ulterior good. If there were 
no good of any kind to be gained by the payment 
of the debt — no satisfaction of any sentiment — 
there would be no fitness in paying it. So of 
truth. It is true that there is a difference between 
a man and a tree, and that they are to be treated 
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differently, not however on the ground of the tnith, 
which has value only for what it indicates beyond 
itself, but because a man is capable of a rational 
good and a tree is not. 

It is to be said, also, that both fitness and truth 
are terms quite too broad to be used accurately as 
the basis of a system, since there is a large class of 
fitnesses and of truths that have no relation to 
morals. To use a pen for writing is according to 
the fitness of things, and is a practical affirmation 
of the truth that the pen was made for that, but 
there may be in it nothing moral. Besides, there 
is as much fitness in an immoral act to produce evil 
as there is in a moral act to produce good, and it is 
as much according to the true nature of things that 
it should produce evil. It cannot, therefore, be 
either the fitness or the truth on which the obr 
ligation depends. 

The plausibility of these systems is from the fact 
that all obligatory acts are in accordance both with 
the fitness and with the true nature of things, 
though these are not the foundation of the obliga- 
tion to do them. 

Another system of the same class is that of 
Seventh Jouffi'ov, which makcs order the basis of 
jouflfroy. obligation. This was mentioned by me 
in my former volume, and I have nothing to add to 
what was then said. Order may be aflirmed of 
mere physical being, in which there can be nothing 
moral. It expresses a relation, and nothing ultimate. 
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It can never be chosen for its own sake. Beings 
may place themselves in order for the sake of an 
end beyond, but not for the order itself. At least, 
such order cannot be obligatory. It would be ab- 
surd for an army to preserve the order of its march 
if that would insure its destruction. The order of 
an army is for its safety and efficiency, and can be 
obligatory on no other ground. The same princi- 
ple apphes in all cases of order. It can never be 
so valuable as to become obligatory, except as sub- 
servient to an end beyond itself. 

From several passages in Jouffroy it would appear 
that he identified the order of the universe with its 
end. Doing this, we can readily see how he nught 
have adopted the system, but to do it is simply an 
abuse of terms. Order cannot be the end of the 
universe. That must be some good of the beings 
that compose the universe, which may or may not 
be attained by means of order. 

According to an eighth system, the will of God 
is the ground of obligation. We are, it Mghtheys- 

., , . ,. ? , , tem; will 

IS said, under obligation to do whatever of ood. 
He commands, simply because He commands it. 

Philosophically this is the same doctrine as that 
of Hobbes, who referred everything to the will of 
' the lawgiver, or of the law-making power, regarded 
simply as will, and accompanied by power. The 
question is, whether the will of any being, regarded 
simply as will and without reference to the ends 
chosen, can be the ground of obligation. It is true 
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that the will of God is an infallible rule, and that 
we are ta do unhesitatingly whatever He com- 
mands. It is true, also, that this can be said of no 
other will, whether of an individual or of any num- 
ber of individuals however organized. It is this 
fact, that the will of God is to be always and im- 
plicitly obeyed, that gives the system now in ques- 
tion its plausibility. But are we to obey his will 
simply because it is his will ? or from faith, that is, 
because we have adequate ground for implicit con- 
fidence in Him that his will will always be deter- 
mined by wisdom and goodness? It i^ precisely 
here that faith comes in. God commands that for 
which we can see no good reason except that He 
commands it. He may even command that which, 
aside from his will, shall seem opposed to all our 
apprehensions of what is right and best. This ren- 
ders faith possible, and furnishes it with a distinct 
field for its conflicts and triumphs. But if his will, 
simply as will, be the ground of obligation, then 
faith is impossible, and that great bond and actu- 
ating principle of the social universe is annihilated. 
On this supposition all the acts of God would be 
equally right by a natural necessity, and the appeal 
of Abraham to God, " Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right ? " was absurd. 

Again, there is nothing ultimate in will whether 
regarded as choice or as volition. In either case 
we distinguish between the act and the object 
The act is for the sake of the object, and can never 
be an end or object of choice for itself. 
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Once more, on this supposition moral science is im- 
possible. Science supposes uniformity and grounds 
of certainty. These may be found in those grounds 
of action which ought to influence a free being, but 
never in the acts of such a being. The ground of 
our confidence that a free being will pursue a given 
course must be faith, and not science. 

This system has been strangely adopted under 
the impression that it honors God. It renders it 
impossible that He should be honored. 

The next system we shall consider is that of those 
who say that right is the foundation of Ninth sya- 
obligation. According to this, we are to do **°* * '**^** 
right for the sake of the right. This is, perhaps, 
the prevalent theory at the present time. 

On the face of it, nothing could seem simpler than 
this theory ; but the ambiguities of the word right 
have produced confiision. If we take right as an 
adjective expressing the qnaUty of an action, and 
opposed to wrong, it is obvious that it cannot be the 
ground of obligation, because it expresses nothing 
ultimate, but only a relation. Used thus, the only 
conceivable meaning of the word right is either con- 
formity to a standard or rule, or fitness to attain an 
end. So it is commonly used by moralists. " Right," 
says Paley, " means no more than conformity to 
the rule we go by, whatever that may be." " The 
adjective right," says Whewell, " means conform- 
able to a rule." He who solves a sum according to 
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a nile does it right. In this sense simple rightness 
does not even involve a moral quality, and so cannot 
be the foundation of obligation. Whence then 
comes the moral quality ? Here is a right act that 
has no moral quality. Here is another morally 
right. Whence the difference ? This can be only 
from something in the rule, or standard, or end that 
lies beyond the act ; and if the moral quality come 
from one or the other of these, the obligation must 
also. But whatever may be the origin of the moral 
quality in an action morally right, it is plain that 
the quality of an action can never be the ground of 
an obligation to do that action. Look at this. A 
man does a wrong action ; he steals. He does not 
do this for the sake of the quality of the action — 
its wrongness ; but for the end that lies beyond the 
action. A man does a right action ; he gives money 
ill charity. He does not do this for the sake of the 
rightness of the action, but to relieve a case of dis- 
tress. If lie were to do it for the sake of the right- 
ness of the act, the act would not be right. Think 
of a man's doing good to another, not from good 
will, but for the sake of the rightness of his own act. 
Think of his loving God for the same reason I Cer- 
tainly, if we regard right as the quality of an action, 
no man can be under obligation to do an act morally 
right for which there is not a reason besides its 
being right, and on the ground of which it is right. 
That reason, then, whatever it may be, and not the 
rightness, must be the ground of the obligation. 
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But are we not under obligation to do what is 
morally right? Certainly, always. So are we 
always under obligation to do what is according to 
the fitness of things, and the truth of things, and the 
will of God ; but these are not the ground of the 
obligation, and the quality of right in an action 
neither is, nor can be, the ground of the obUgation 
to do it. 

Is there, then, in morals a right which is not the 
quality of an action ? Yes ; a man has rights. He 
has a right to life and liberty. Here the word right 
is used as a substantive, and means a just claim. 
This we understand, and the ground of it will be 
investigated hereafter, but it has no relation to our 
present subject. 

'Is there still another sense of the word right? 
This is claimed, and in this too it is used as a sub- 
stantive, and with the article prefixed — "the 
right." Can we here, as before, gain definite 
notions ? I fear not. " The term right," says Dr. 
Haven, in his excellent and popular work, — and he 
represents a large class of writers, — " expresses a 
simple and ultimate idea ; it is therefore incapable of 
analysis and definition." " It expresses an eternal 
and immutable distinction, inherent in the nature of 
things." And not only .right, but wrong is also 
such an idea, for he says, " Right and wrong are 
distinctions immutable and inherent in the nature of 
things. They are not the creations of expediency 
nor of law ; nor yet do they originate in the divine 
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character. They have no origin. They are eter- 
nal as the throne of Deity ; they are immutable as 
God himself. Nay, were God himself to change, 
these distinctions would change not. Omnipotence 
has no power over them, whether to create or to 
destroy. Law does not make them, but they make 
law. They are the source and spring of all law and 
all obligation." ^ 

I am of those who believe that there are simple 
and ultimate ideas. That of existence, or being, is 
one. All men have, and must have an idea of 
something, of themselves, as existing. Here we 
have the idea, and something actual which corre- 
sponds to it ; and I undei'stand what is meant when 
it is said that existence, being, — not the idea, but the 
tiling, — had no origin, and that it may be the source 
of law. Ib then the idea of right such an idea ? 
Is there anything corresponding to the idea, but 
different from it, that has existed from eternity? 
Is it like space, of which we might plausibly say 
that it existed independently of God and of all 
creatures, so that if they were withdrawn the 
eternal right would still exist? Is this true also of 
wrong? If so, we might well, as some do, put 
right above God, and wrong too. This seems to be 
claimed, but cannot be, for we are told that " right 
and wrong are distincfdons^^' not things; but " dis- 
tinctions immutable and inherent in the nature of 
thir.gs." But what things ? We are told again, 

I Moral Philosophy, p 47. 
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*' When we speak of things and the nature of things, 
as applicable to this discussion, we do not of course 
refer to material objects, nor yet to spiritual intelli- 
gences, but to the actions and moral conduct of intel- 
ligent beings, created or uncreated, finite or in- 
finite." Here, then, we have moral action which is 
eternal and has no origin ; for if the distinctions be 
eternal, inhering in the nature of things, the things 
themselves in which they inhere must also be 
eternal. But further, if these eternal distinctions 
inhere in these eternal actions, what is this but to 
make them qualities of the actions, which, as we 
have already shown, would preclude the possibility 
of their being the ground of obligation to do the 
actions. We have also distinctions in moral actions 
— actions, observe, already moral, — which are " the 
spring of all law and all obligation." But is this 
what the author really means ? Probably not, for he 
immediately adds, " We mean to say, that such and 
such acts of an intelligent voluntary agent, whot^v^er 
he may be, are, in their very nature^ right or 
wrong." This is quite different from the proposi- 
tions with which we have been dealing. It simply 
amounts to saying that certain acts, not eternal, but 
such as you and I may do, are right or wrong, and 
that no reason can be given for it, except that they 
are so. Now I believe, and that, I suppose, is the 
real difference between us, the point on which this 
whole question turns, that when an action is right 
or wrong a reason can always be given why it is so, 
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and that in tliat reason the ground of the obligation 
is to be found. We are never to do, or to intend 
to do right for the sake of the right, but we are to 
intend to do that, the doing of ' which is right, for 
the sake of that which makes it right. 

The analogy is often insisted on, it is by Dr. 
Haven, between mathematical and moral ideas. 
Mathematical ideas and truths, it is said, are neces- 
sary and eternal. But how ? Is it meant that 
either ideas or truths can exist except in some 
mind? Is it meant that mathematical ideas are 
any more eternal in the divine mind than any other 
ideas that are there ? Is anything more meant 
than that, by the very nature of intelligence it is 
necessitated, if it act at all as intelligence, to form 
certain ideas, and also to assent to certain proposi- 
tions as. soon as it understands them ? If this be 
all, and it could be so understood, it would sweep 
away much vague, not to say unintelHgible phrase- 
ology. Certainly it enters into our conception of 
an intelligent being that he must have certain ideas, 
and into our conception of a moral being that ho 
must have a knowledge of moral distinctions ; and 
if we suppose an intelligent and moral being to have 
existed eternally, we must also suppose, according to 
oiir inadequate mode of thinking on subjects invol- 
ving the infinite, that certain intellectual and moral 
ideas have also been eternal, though in the order of 
nature the being must have been before the ideas. 
But this does not make these ideas in any sense in- 
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dependent of God, or above him, or a fountain of 
law, or of anything else. It simply enables us tc 
think of God as having always existed, and as hav- 
ing always had within himself the conditions of m- 
telligent, moral, and independent activity, so that 
he might himself, in his own intelligence and wis- 
dom, become the fountain of all law. 

When, as in the present case, the existence of a 
simple and ultimate idea is claimed, the appeal must 
be directly to consciousness. On this ground one 
may assert, and another deny ; and there is nothing 
more to be said. Neither argument nor testimony 
can avail anything. We can only so appeal to the 
general consciousness by applying tests as to show 
what that consciousness really is. 

This system will be referred to again. It is 
plausible, because every action that is obligatory is 
also right, as it is also fit, and according to the 
divine will. 

The only other system of which I shall speak is 
that of Dr. Hickok. According to him a reason 
can be given why a thing is right. " The highest 
good," he says — and in this I agree with him — 
" must be the ground in which the ultimate rule 
shall reveal itself." This is a great point gained. 
It concedes that right is dependent upon good of 
some kind, that is, that a reason can always be given 
why a thing is right ; and it only remains to inquire 
what that good is. 

But here, if I understand him rightly, I am still 
compelled to differ from my able and highly 
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esteemed cotemporary. That good we are told is 
" the highest good," '' the swmmum lonum,'*^ What 
then is that ? Says Dr. Hickok, " The highest 
good, the Bummum honum^ is worthiness of spiritual 
approbation." By this, it would seem, must be 
meant worthiness of approbation on the ground of 
the acts, or states, of our own spirits. The doctrine 
then will be, that the ultimate ground or reason 
why a man should do a charitable act is not at all 
the good of the person relieved for the sake of that 
good, but that he may preserve or place his spirit in 
such a state as shall be worthy of his own approba- 
tion. This is stated most explicitly. "Solely," 
says Dr. Hickok, " that I may stand in my own 
sight as worthy of my own spiritual approbation, is 
the one motive which can influence to pure moral- 
ity, and in the complete control of which is the 
essence of all virtue." ^ 

To those aware of the endless disputes of the 
ancients respecting " the summum honum^'* fiirther 
progress may seem hopeless if we must first decide 
what that is ; but it will be sufficient for our present 
purpose if we decide the province mthin which it 
is. By " the summum bonum " is generally meant 
the greatest good of the individual. That, it would 
seem, must be meant here, because worthiness of 
approbation can belong only to the individual, and 
can be directly sought by the individual only for 
himself. But if this be meant, then the " summum 
honum^^^ and the end for which man was madct are 

1 Moral Science, p. 60. 
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not the same. Man was not made to find the ulti- 
mate gromid of his action in any subjective state of 
his own, of whatever kind. He was made to pro- 
mote the good of others as well as his own, and the 
apprehension of that good furnishes an immediate 
ground of obligation to promote it. The good of 
the individual is too narrow a basis to be the ground 
of obligation ; and besides, it is not in accordance 
with our consciousness to say, when we are laboring 
for the good of others, that the ultimate and real 
thing we are seeking is our own worthiness of 
approbation. 

But again, the man is worthy of approbati<Mi only 
as he is virtuous. It is virtue in him that we 
approve. But virtue is a voluntary state of mind, 
and that can never be chosen as an ultimate end. 
By necessity all choice and volition respect an end 
beyond themselves. But the ground of obligatir^n, 
as we now seek it, is that ultimate end in view of 
which the will should act. As ultimate, the reason 
of the choice must be in the thing chosen, and not 
in the choosing. It is therefore impossible that any 
form, or quality, or characteristic of choice, any 
virtue, or goodness, or holiness should be the ground 
of obligation to choose. The same thing is to be said 
of law in every form, and for the same reason. 
Law can never be ultimate. 

In this case, as in most of the others, a rule may 
be drawn fi'om that which is assumed as the ground 
of obligation, because no man can be under obliga- 
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tion to do anything that is not in accordance with 
his highest worthiness. This may be a criterion 
or test, just as the will of God or fitness is, of what 
he ought to do, but never a ground of the obligation 
to do it. 

Is it asked, then, what is your own system ? It 
is implied in the opening remarks of the chapter, is 
very simple, and can be stated in few words. 

In seeking the foundation of obligation, I suppose 
moral beings to exist. As having intelligence and 
sensibility I suppose them capable of apprehending 
ends good in themselves, and an end thus good that 
is both ultimate and supreme. In the apprehension 
of such an end I suppose the moral reason must 
affirm obligation to choose it, and that all acts that 
will, of their own nature, lead to the attainment of 
this end, are right. 

This puts man, as having reason, into relation to 
his end in the same way that the brutes, as having 
instinct, are put into relation to their end, and gives 
us a philosophy in accord with other philosophies of 
practical life. What is the philosophy of the eye ? 
It consists in a knowledge of its structure and use, 
or end ; and from these, and these only, can rational 
rules be drawn for the right use of the eye when 
well, or for its treatment when diseased. Knowing 
these, we know how we ought to use the eye. We 
know the ground of our obligation in reference to 
it. It is so to use it that the end of the eye may be 
most perfectly attained. So we ought to use the 
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eye, and the ground of our obligation is the fact 
that the eye has relation to an end that has value in 
itself. If it had not, we could be under no such 
obligation. The same is true of every part of the 
body, and of every faculty of the mind. And if 
true of these, why not of the man himself? Has 
he an end valuable lor its own sake ? If not, what 
is he good for ? But if he have such an end, why 
not, as in case of the eye, find in this end the 
reason of all use of himself, that is, of all rules of 
conduct, and also the ground of obligation ? Can 
there be anything higher or better than that a man 
should propose to himself and choose the attainment 
or advancement of the very end for which God 
made him ? What more can God ask of him — 
or man ? What more can he wish for himself? 
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DEFINITIONS AND PRELIMINARY STATEMENTS. 

*' Moral Philosophy, or ethics^ is that science 
which teaches men their duty, and the reasons of 
it." This is Paley'cs definition ; and no better has 
since been given. 

Moral Philosophy may also be defined as the 
science which teaches men their supreme end, and 
how to attain it. It is thus both theoretical and 
practical. As theoretical, it explains the ground of 
obligation. As practical, it teaches what we ought 
to do. As distinguished firom Natural Science, 
which teaches what is. Moral Science teaches what 
aught to be. 

All questions under Theoretical Morals may be 
resolved by an exposition of 

THE LAW OP LOVE, 

And all questions under Practical Morals may 
be resolved by an exposition of 

LOVE AS A LAW. 
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Hence, the following treatise will be simply an 
exposition of these two expressions. 

In analyzing the Law of Love, the order of in- 
vestigation pursued in the " Lectures on Moral 
Science " will be reversed. In those, we started 
with an examination of the constitution of man in 
the light of ends, and found the Law of Love, 
thus identifying the law of the constitution with 
the revealed law of God. In this law, as requiring 
the highest activity of the highest powers upon 
their appropriate object, we identified the formula 
for virtue with that for happiness. We found a 
law in the keeping of which there is, and must be, 
the great reward. This Law of Love thus found 
we now assume, and seek its characteristics and 
conditions, or prerequisites. 
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DIVISION I. 

OF LAW. 
CHAPTER L 

OF LAW IN GENEBAL. 

The term Law is used in two senses : as it is 
applied to things or to persons. 

As applied to thingSy it is sometimes used to ex- 
press a uniform fact, — as when it is said j^^^ 
to be a law that heavy bodies unsup- *"°*"* 
ported, fall. It is also used to express the rule in 
accordance with which the force acts that causes a 
uniform fact, — as when it is said that the force of 
gravity is directly as the quantity of matter, and 
inversely as the square of the distance. 

As thus applied, the characteristics of law are uni- 
foiinity, and, so far as the human will is concerned, 
necessity. This kind of law we have in what are 
called the laws of nature. The term is apphed 
wherever there is uniformity of being through 
force, or of force itself, with no direct evidence of 
the intervention of will. 

For law in this sense, the conditional ideas will 
be: 1. Being. 2. Force. 3. Uniformity. And 
4, as I think, an end. 

3 
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Of Law, as thus undei*stood, there are several 
Varieties in Varieties I as physical, vital, mental, in 
****^ each of which there is a force uniformly 

directed to an end. Up to a certain point, the 
mind is as much subject to law in this sense as 
is matter. These laws, or rather the uniformities 
which are their exponent, are at the basis of expe- 
rience, are the condition of education, and of that 
intelligent activity by which means are adapted to 
ends. 

As applied to persons^ law is either Civil or 
Lawofpefw MoTol. CiviL Law has for its object the 
■°°'* control of the outward actions of men, 

so fiu* as they relate to the rights of others. As 
affecting the will it reaches only volitions. 

Moral Law has for its object the control of the 
wUl itself in that which is central, — its prefer- 
ences are choices. This is its great peculiarity. It 
lays its commands upon allowed preferences and 
choices, and upon them alone. As doing this, it is 
spiritual. It designates what is to be done ; but, as 
no means can be used, it neither does nor can des- 
ignate how it is to be done. It is thus Law, and 
not a rule. Volitions, outward acts, rules, may or 
may not follow. The moral act is completed in the 
choice, and the character of the act is determined 
by the end chosen. 

Of Moral Law the conditional ideas are : 1. Be- 
ing conscious and rational. 2. Freewill. 3. An 
end, which can be known as such only as there is 
in it a good ; and 4, Obligation. 
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Between law as applied to things and to persons, 
the differences are radical. 

Under law as applied to things, the subject does 
not understand the law, knows nothing of 
its end, is incapable of choosing it, and is 
under no obligation to choose it. It is passive, and 
its movements are necessitated. It is only in an 
improper sense, or figuratively, that uniform facts, 
or rules in accordance with which beings thus un- 
conscious are controlled, can be called laws. 

The law of persons, on the other hand, is obeyed 
consciously. The subjects of it understand the law, 
are capable of choosing its end, and, if the law be 
moral, are under obligation to choose it. Here 
obligation is the essential thing. Without that there 
may be an end proposed to choice, and a command, 
but there can be no law. 

The most striking ground of analogy between 
law in the two senses specified, and the Ground or 
basis of their common name, is in their •'*»**«y* 
result. This is order. Uniformity, and thus order, 
must be the result of the first class of laws ; it is 
the result of the second when obeyed. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

obligation: mobal ideas: conditions and 
chaeacteristics. 

Obligation being then the essential element 
obugktkm; ^ moral law, in all law binding upon 
It! origin. moral beings, we next inquire after the 
origin and nature of that. 

Of obligation we can make no division as of 

^ different kinds. Some have indeed spoken 

ugltion*^**" ^^ obligation as perfect and imperfect, 
^^^' meaning by perfect obligation that which 
can be exactly defined and enforced. But while 
obligation may respect different persons, may arise 
in different relations, and may or may not be capa- 
ble of being enforced by an authority from without, 
yet the conception of it is an ultimate conception, 
and the same in all. It supposes a being capable 
of forming the idea and having the feeling of it, 
and, if he have a moral nature, so constituted that 
he muBt^ under certain conditions, form this idea 
and have this feeling. 

Without this there could not be a moral nature. 
What we mean by a natural endowment, or a nature. 
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is a constitution such that under given conditionii 
certain results will uniformly follow. Thus No momi 
if pain uniformly follow the near approach without 
to fire, the being thus affected is said to obUfEtton. 
have a sensitive nature. If men uniformly tend 
to associate with each other, they are said to have 
a social nature. In the same way, if a being be 
so constituted that the idea and feeling of obliga- 
tion will uniformly arise under given circumstances, 
we say that he has a moral nature. We say that 
he is endowed not only with Reason^ but with 
Moral Reason. This, and this only, can constitute 
man a moral being. 

What then is moral reason ? This we shall best 
learn fi-om what reason is, for that has j^^^ 
been much more .fully investigated. Rea- JS^^'i^ 
son is that power gf the mind by which JSSSpuw 
it is furnished with those ideas and affir- "•~°- 
mations which are presupposed in all rational think- 
ing. These ideas are those of being, identity, 
causation, of space, of time, and others like them, 
the origin of which is now well understood. These 
are universal and necessary. The affirmations, as 
that all changes are in time, that all bodies are in 
space, and that every event must have a cause, are 
simply evolutions of these ideas when the occasion 
for them arises, and so are equally necessary and 
universal. These ideas and truths are implied in 
all our conceptions of beings and objects, and are 
so inmiediately and necessarily given that we can- 
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not conceive of man as rational without them. As 
80 intimate to ourselves, they were slow in being 
brought into distinct recognition and statement, but 
as they are fundamental, such recognition and state- 
ment are essential to the progress of either mental 
or moral science. 

Such being the fiinction of reason, that of moral 
JJ^ how reason should be, and is, analogous. It is 
•naiogouB. ^YiR^ power of the mind by which it is 
Aimished with those ideas and regulative principles 
which are presupposed in all moral action. 

These ideas are those of personality ; of an end 
Primaiy including a good and a supreme goo^ ; of 
U^i free-will, and of obligation^ These are pre- 

"•**"• supposed in every moral act, as are those 
of being, time, causation, etc., in every act of com- 
prehension ; and they have, whenever a moral act 
is performed, the characteristics given by Kant as 
distinctive of the others, that is, of imiversality and 
necessity. 

Of the above, obligation is the strictly moral idea ; 
but as the others are so dependent upon that that 
they could not be formed without it, they may be 
properly said to originate in the Moral Reason. 
They are primary ideas involved in all moral action, 
and so conditional for it^ 

There are other ideas given by the Moral Reason, 
fleeonduy ^ thosc of merit and demerit, which fol- 
Wjjj«' low action, and so may be called second- 
ary. They are all either an immediate 
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knowledge of the personality by itself; or a mani 
festation by it of that which is so inherent and 
essential to itself that the one cannot be conceived 
of without the other. 

These ideas hold; indeed, the same relation to 
the powers of feeling and of will, the Analogy be- 
other constituents of our threefold being, ^'^pjJ* "^ 
that the ideas of simple reason do to the '««>«»• 
power of thought. We have a power of thought. 
Involved in this, and so involved that they must 
be given with it, are the ideas of being, of time, 
and space, etc. But if there are essential ideas 
accompanying the revelation to ourselves of our 
intellectual being, we might well suppose there 
would be such ideas connected with the revela- 
tion to ourselves of our emotive and voluntary 
powers. And so we find it. Involved in the 
power of feeling is the idea of good; and in the 
power of will, in the form of choice, is the idea of 
freedom. These and others of this class, have, as has 
been said, the same relation to man as active that 
the ideas of mere reason have to him as contempla- 
tive. Hence, as man is moral only as he is active, 
they are said to be the product of the Moral Reason. 
And again, as man is practical only as he is active, 
and as these ideas are regulative in practice, they 
may be called the product of the Practical Reason. 
This, I suppose, is what was intended by Kant 
tmd^ that name. 

A» underlying moral action, the ideas above men- 
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tioned. have the characteristics of universality and 
necessity for all moral beings. They are further 
distinguished as having in them an element of feel- 
ing, without which they could not be, as they are, 
immediately related to action. This some are slow 
in apprehending^ but it comes from the fact, scarcely 
recognized as yet, that the Moral Reason is wholly 
conditioned upon a Sensibility, and that thus the 
ideas which it gives partake of " the root and fat- 
ness of the olive " from which they spring. 

Without the requisite conditions no ideas are 
Moral rdeaa possiblc, and without a sensibility the first 

wholly con- ,. . « , ., . 

ditioned condition for moral ideas is not given. 

upon a , ^^ 

aensibmty. Wc might as wcll havc the idea of iden- 
tity, or of resemblance, without that of existence, 
as to have the idea of benevolence, or of justice, or 
of right, or of rights, or of obligation, without £he 
action, as a previous condition, of a Sensibility, and 
the idea of good, enjoyment, well-being originated 
by such action. How is benevolence possible 
towards a being that can neither enjoy nor suffer ? 
How can we be just to one who has no interest to be 
secured, and who can be neither rewarded nor pun- 
ished? 
Through the It was formerly the doctrine of philoso- 

elementof ... 

fecring moral phers that rcasou is a directive, but not a 

Ideas become '^ ^ ' 

moti»»s. motive force. 

*' Reason the card, but passion is the gale," 

says Pope, and this was the opinion of his time. But 
since the Reason has been investigated, some have 
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Baid that the ideas fiirnished by it become motives. 
Jouffi'oy says this, but he says it with no discrimina- 
tion of the different classes of ideas, and no explana- 
tion of the prevalence, almost universal, of the op- 
posite opinion. The explanation is to be found in 
the two classes of ideas just spoken of. Those 
of the pure reason, primitive and unconditioned, as 
those of being, of space, and their derivatives, as of 
identity, and of mathematical relations, can never 
become motives. Only those ideas can become 
motives that are conditioned on a Sensibility. These 
can and do. Thus it is that the idea of obligation 
becomes a motive, because, being conditioned on 
feeling, it has an element of feeling in it, while yet, 
as an idea, it is rational. 

This view of moral ideas precludes the analogy 
so commonly drawn between them and mathemat- 
ical ideas regarded as necessary and eternal. 

It is here, in the fact that a Sensibility is the 
condition precedent of all moral ideas, and ^ms &et 
so of any manifestation of a moral nature, Jh* h^i? 
that we find the root of those theories of °***"'~'y- 
morals that make happiness or well-being ultimate. 
In their relation to morals the Sensibility and its 
products are not to be regarded merely as a utility, 
or as an object of choice lying before the mind as a 
motive, but also as lying back of all moral ideas and 
as their condition. If there were no good to be 
bestowed and recognized as such within a Sensibility, 
there could be no love, and so no holiness. If there 
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were no evil that could be suffered, there could be 
no selfishness or malice. When, therefore, it is 
said, as it has been, to be an a priori law that 
benevolence is right and malice is wrong, it cannot 
be so a priori and transcendental as to exist till 
there is a knowledge of what benevolence and 
malice are, and so of that good and evil without 
which neither of them could be. 

Nor is there anything anomalous in this relation 
of a Sensibility as a condition for moral ideas, since 
the same is true of a Will. The idea of a Will in 
freedom as much underlies all moral ideas as does 
that of a Sensibility. The truth is that moral ac- 
tion, as the highest form of our activity, implies the 
activity and cooperation of the three great depart- 
ments of our nature — the Intellect, the Sensibility, 
and the Will, — and can be conceived of only as from 
a Person fully constituted. The idea of being from 
the Intellect, of a good from the Sensibility, and of 
freedom from the Will, must each be a condition of 
any moral idea. From the Sensibility we have the 
idea of an essential good, a good in itself. From 
the Will as choosing such a "good for its own sake, 
or the reverse, we have the ideas of essential good- 
ness and essential wickedness, goodness and wicked- 
ness in themselves. Nothing that proceeds from 
the Sensibility can be goodness ; nothing that pro- 
ceeds from the Will can be a good. Thus do we 
give each element of personality its place ; thus do 
we discriminate them ; and thus does moral action 
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imply that circle of interdependence among these 
faculties which we find in the essential functions of 
all life, where there is, in strictness, no first, and no 
last. 

From the above it would appear that moral ideas 
differ from others; first, as conditioned 
upon the previous action of a sensibility ; 
second, and because they are thus conditioned, as 
blended with feeling; third, and as thus blended 
with feeling, having in them the power both of 
impulse to action and of causing enjoyment and suf* 
fering. 
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CHAPTER m. 
obijgation: freedom a condition. 

Op the ideas now mentioned, it is with that of 
obhgation, as preeminently the moral idea, and as 
giving its validity to law, that we are especially 
concerned ; but as the others are conditions for that, 
we must, if we would trace its origin, examine them 
in that relation. 

Clearly the first condition of obligation is the idea 
of freedom, or of the power of rational choice. As 
has been said, the idea of freedom is immediately 
and necessarily given to us in the knowledge we 
have of ourselves as possessed of will in the form 
of choice. It is not a moral idea except as it is. a 
condition for moral action, and is the product of the 
Moral Reason only as moral ideas furnish the alter- 
native in kind which makes rational freedom possi- 
ble. If man were wholly animal, freedom to choose 
between different degrees or even kinds of animal 
enjoyment would amount to httle ; but as the moi'al 
and spiritual differ in kind from^ the animal, the 
Moral Reason fiirnishes the occasion for the exercise 
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of the highest possible freedom. When such an 
alternative is presented, the idea of freedom reveals 
itself at once as involved in the power of choice, and 
so a constituent of that will which is among the 
central parts of our nature. 

This origin of the idea of freedom must practi- 
cally remove all ground of dispute about hberty, 
unless we are prepared for absolute skepticism ; 
for if our primitive and necessary ideas do not rep- 
resent realities and so furnish a safe basis for action, 
our nature is false, and all search after truth is 
hopeless. That such is its origin is evident from 
the uniformity and tenacity with which men have 
held to it, notwithstanding dialectical subtleties and 
apparent demonstrations to the contrary. The 
power of choice, involving rational freedom, is an 
original and primary manifestation of our being, 
just as thought is, and can no more be practically 
denied than the being itself. 

But this power of choice does not include all 
that has been commonly understood by something 
will. It does not include volition, or the SiXiwrn- 
putting forth of energy for the attain- SSSSodby 
ment of that which we choose. These 
have been grouped under the one name Will, or, as 
Hamilton proposes to call it, the Conative Power. 
But the movements are distinct, and should be so 
designated. 

The one is properly the Elective, and the other 
the Conative Power ; and if this distinction had al- 
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ways been made it would have saved much confii-» 
TheeiectiTe ^^^"' W t'li^se the putting forth of energy 
StfTO***^ is the more obtrusive, and has attracted 
powers. more attention, but the elective is the lead- 
ing power. A generic choice once made and con- 
tinuing, must be followed by executive volitions, if 
the means are possessed for attaining the end chosen. 
If not, the choice will stand alone, and bide its 
time. 

It is this power of choice that belongs, as an ele- 
The deepest J^^ntary constitucut, to a rational soul, 
ttS*^? and it is in this that the deepest freedom 
of choice. consists — a freedom which can be taken 
away only by destroying the soul itself. External 
obstacles may prevent our attaining, or even stnig- 
gling for, that which we choose. If the choice be 
not absolute we may be forced, as it is said, to work 
for an end which we do not choose, and this is sla- 
very; but still there always remains an absolute 
power of choice which no weapon can reach and 
no violence can overcome. Man can always be 
loyal to God and to duty. 

It is this freedom that is the first condition of 
obligation. Without the consciousness of a freedom 
of choice it is impossible that the idea of obligation 
should arise. Without it man would be a thing. 
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OBLIGATION : AN END A CONDITION. 

Thb second condition of obligation is the con* 
eeption of an end. This is primarilj from Anend* • 
the Sensibility, as that of freedom is from •«««*»«• 
the Will. If there be choice there must be some- 
thing to be chosen ; the two are correlatives. In 
all rational action this conception of an end must 
be as elementary as the power of choice, since 
without it we can neither conceive of the action 
nor the choice. 

But there must not only be an end, there must 
also be a paramount, or supreme end. ai 
There must be something which it is mrjT 
imperative that the man should choose, for if we 
suppose several ends, and it be indifferent which is 
chosen, or whether any, there can be no obligation. 

An end may be subordinate, ultimate, or supreme. 

A subordinate end is one chosen for the sake of 
something beyond itself. An ultimate end Bnd«of 
is one chosen for its own sake. A supreme Kin<i«. 
end is also ultimate, and is one which, in any con- 
flict of ultimate ends, ought to be chosen. 
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An ultimate end never lies proximate to volition. 
Ultimate Volition simply produces action, but ulti- 
5^^iJ°^ mate ends are the results of action, and 
SSS^to*" depend upon forces over which volition 
Toiition. ij^g ^^ control. If a man would have the 
effects of light resulting in sight as an ultimate end, 
he must open his eyes. The opening of them is by 
volition, the seeing is the result of forces with which 
vohtion, except indirectly, has nothing to do. 

For the attainment of most ultimate ends both 
Voution not choico and volition are required, but for the 
^JJttffi^-*** highest end of the individual, if we sup- 
•upwme**** pcse that to be the enjoyment of God, only 
**'** choice is needed without vohtion. The 

choice of Him as a portion without volition is as the 
opening of the eyes, and the light of his counten- 
ance irradiates the soul. 

And just here it is that we find the germinant 
Faith and pcints of faith and works, those two great 
works. forms of activity in all rational life, 

whether Christian or secular. The essential ele- 
ment of faith, which is not belief from the^ intel- 
lect, but confidence or trust from the will, is found 
in choice ; and the essential element of works is 
found in volition. These two, choice and volition, 
have their common root in what we call the will, 
as the nerves of sensation and of motion have their 
common root in the spinal cord, and between these 
the analogy is perfect. As sensation inspires mo- 
tion, so does choice vohtion, and faith works ; and 
as sensation and motion are inseparably united ex- 
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cept at their very root, so should be choice and 
volition, faith and works. 

That some ends may be thus attained by choice 
without volition it is important for us to see, be- 
cause, as will be shown hereafter, it brings us to 
the precise seat of responsibility, and simplifies the 
moral problem. 

That there should be for man a supreme end 
is essential to his unity, and to any con- ^ ^ ^^^ 
ception of him as made by a wise and fj^ ,^5"** 
good being. Without this there could be ^"^^y* 
no unity in the race, no basis for character, or con- 
sistency of action. 

But that there should be such an end is not suf- 
ficient. For any rational action it is essen- ManmiMt 
tial that man should know what the end end. 
is. This he may do formally, so as to be able to 
state it, or implicitly, as he knows his own exist- 
ence, which he may never think of stating, but of 
which the knowledge is involved in all his actions. 

That he is thus capable of knowing his end is the 
chief distinction of man. The great dif- g^chknowi- 
ference between him and the brutes is ^f^f*^ 
not that he can abstract and generalize, *^*'**®°- 
not that he can make his own &culties the object of 
his study, becoming in recent phraseology both 
subject and object, but it is that his Maker takes 
him into his own counsel by revealing to him his 
end, and permits him either to choose or reject it ; 
either to cooperate with or work against Him. 

Without such knowledge of his end man would 
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be in simple bewflderment. This is the tnniing 
point between a nature capable of sympathy, coop- 
eration, fKendship, wisdom, and one that is not. 
So our Savior puts it. " Henceforth," says he, " I 
call you not servants, for the servant knoweth not 
what his lord doeth, but I have called you jfriends, 
for all things that I have heard of my Father I have 
made known unto you." A being that can enter 
into cooperation with God by choice is in a relation 
entirely new, and must have endowments infinitely 
higher than those of any being incapable of this. In 
the sense now specified, all creatures below man, ani- 
mate and inanimate, are literally and solely servants 
of God, not knowing what he doeth. Man may 
not only be a servant, but a fi-iend. It was with a 
full apprehension of the grandeur of this relation 
that Abraham was called in the Scriptures, " the 
Friend of God." That man is not thus his friend 
is the cause of all the puzzles in moral science. 

It is, too, through this power of choosing a su- 
preme end that man has character as dis- ch^^^y 
languished from characteristics. Mere Jh^o*fiti. 
things and the brutes have characteristics ; ?««"••"»*• 
Tnan has character, ind this is determined by the 
end chosen. If the supreme end chosen be money, 
the man is avaricious ; if power, he is ambitious ; 
if the love and service of God, he is religious, and 
nothing short of such a supreme choice can Inake 
him either avaricious, or ambitious, or religious. 
This is the point of supreme wisdom and folly, the 
cardinal point of destiny for every man. 
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obligation: a good as a condition. 

We see from the above the necessity of an end, 
and of a supreme end. But the word j^gooim% 
includes not merely an idea in the intellect ~™****^ 
of something that can be comprehended and at- 
tained by the use of means, there is also in it an 
element by which it is addressed to our emotive 
nature. To be chosen by us there must be in it, 
or seem to be, a good. Tracing it back we shall 
find that there must be something valuable for iU 
own sake — something good in itself, and recognized 
as such within a sensibility. 

What then is a good ? Strictly there is no good 
that is not subjective, and so, known as subjecHve 
such withm some consciousness; but it tire good 
will accord more with the cast of our Ian- guWied. 
guage, and tend to a clearer apprehension of the 
subject, if we say that all good is either objective 
or subjective. An objective good is anything so 
correlated to a conscious being as to produce sub- 
jective good. Subjective good is some form of en- 
joyment or satisfaction in the consciousness. 
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This subjective good, not our own, but that of 
Their Tela- ^^^ couscious beings, is so a good and 
ro^to!!^*^^ ^egood that if there were no conscious- 
****** ness there would be no objective good. 

If there were not a conscious being in the uni- 
verse, nor could ever be, it would be good for noth- 
ing. 

As further showing the relation of objective good 

The supreme ^^ ^^' '^^ ^^7 ^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ which 

gSJd of each ^^ Supreme regard of any one is fixed, 
his God. j^g ^jj^ source of his subjective good, is his 
God. 

The objects and beings so correlated to us as to 
Two classes producc subjcctive good are of two classes. 

of ohjectiTe {_, i , i i . 

good. They are those that cannot produce this 

good voluntarily, and cannot themselves enjoy it ; 
and those who can produce it voluntarily, and who 
can themselves enjoy it. 

Those things that can produce subjective good 
Hrst class- ^"'^ involuntarily are mere thing%^ and 
mlJS'of ^^^^ value in proportion to their power 
«^*^- to jwoduce such good. A picture is val- 

uable in proportion to the satisfaction, whether 
from its intrinsic qualities, or fi'om association, which 
it IS capable of giving. This is true of all mere 
things. There is here no apprehension of moral 
qualities, no sense of obligation, no love. All such 
things are merely thingSy und the means of good. 
The good that can come firom them is inferior in 
kind and limited in degree. 
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The second class of beings who may come into 
such correlation to ns as to produce sub- geoondciMi* 
jective good is of those who are capable of SSS'of 
producing it voluntarily, and who are •**** 
themselves capable of enjoying it. These are per- 
sons, and that disposition in them which leads them 
to produce subjective good is called goodness. In 
doing this they are not simply a condition^ or a meanSf 
but are a caiise of good. 

There are conditions and means of subjective 
good, and also causes, and these are to be Di^inctfcm 
earefiiUy distinguished. The inanimate JjJ^^ 
creation, with its laws, is the condition, »o*<»"^- 
not the cause of vegetable life. Vegetables exist 
only through a force which subordinates to itself all 
the laws of mere matter, and so could not hav. 
been developed from matter and its laws, but mu^ 
have been superinduced by a cause above them. 
As thus a condition for vegetables and serving them, 
mere matter with its laws is lower than they. In 
the same way vegetables are lower than animals, 
and animals than man. Always, as is stated in the 
third Lecture on Moral Science, that which is the 
condition of another thing, and so serves it, is lower 
than it. In this upward progress of forces as con- 
ditioning and conditioned, that which comes last is 
always the highest. But in thus passing up we ulti- 
mately reach personality, and in that a true cause. 
This brings us to the culmination, and we must 
again go downward. A cause we always conceive 
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of as higher than its effects. God, as a cause, is 
higher than the universe, and so man, as far as he is 
a true cause, is higher than any effects or results of 
his activity. When once we have reached a per- 
sonal cause there is no longer any place for condi- 
tions, but only for effects, and these must always be 
lower than the cause. 

If then it be said that holy activity or virtue, or, 
The p«non which is the same thing, the person acting 
2 SSS Sr* according to his highest law, is a means of 
happiness, happincss, WO say that this does not ex- 
press their true relation. The holiness is not a 
means of happiness, but the cause. It is the per- 
son choosing in accordance with the end for which 
God made him ; and as thus choosing, worthy of 
respect, of admiration, of approbation, of compla- 
cent love, of veneration. This is no " dirt-philos- 
ophy," or ** bread-and-butter philosophy," or " util- 
itarian philosophy." It affirms obligation immedi- 
ately and necessarily, and if it be in view of a 
good, — as in view of what else can it be ? — it is 
in view of good as such ; of the good of others far 
more than of our own ; and so far as it is our own, 
a good Uke that of God himself, as being from the 
activity of a nature made in his image and con- 
foimed to his will. Who shall say that this is low, 
or mercenary, or unworthy ? It is the choice of 
good for the sake of good ; the good of God, and 
of his imiverse, and this, if anything can be, is 
essential goodness. That is, indeed, an utterly 
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heartless and debasing system, which, instead of 
the grandeur and play of personalities involving 
free-will, and high sentiment, and disinterested 
love, would reduce the universe to a machine, the 
parts of which are merely utilities, and to be esti- 
mated too by each one with reference to their effect 
upon himself. 

But besides being direct causes of good to us 
there is another relation in which persons coMckm* 

^ bdng to be 

stand to our subjective good. They are loTedw 



not only capable of causing subjective ^o'**'- 
good in us, but also of enjoying it, and of suffering 
its opposite, and as such are to be loved with a 
virtuous love for their intrinsic worth or value 
as beings. A being with great capacity for sub- 
jective good has great worth in distinction from wor- 
thiness, and is to be loved on this ground. The 
love of beinff in the abstract, and aside from such 
capacity, is impossible. Such a being, and especially 
one capable of virtue, or holiness and the good from 
that, can not merely become the cause to another 
of subjective good and so excite gratitude and com- 
placency, but may become to that other an object 
of effort, and so call out the activity of his powers 
in their highest form that there will result to him 
his own subjective good. 

If we except mere sensitive good,- it is indeed 
only the attributes of personality, imme- ^tt^ij^t,^ 
diately seen or reflected, that can be the ^^^j 
direct cause of subjective good to us as S^wtt?* 
they are drawn out in our behalf, or its *~** 
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indirect cause as we are active in behalf of 
others. 

It would appear then, that there are two ways in 
subjectire whlch subiective good may come to us. 

good comes ^-v . 

^S*^*kSd ^^ through the action of other things 

giYing. and persons upon us ; the other through 

the activity of our own powers put forth with 
reference to them — that is, virtually through re- 
ceiving and giving. This distinction is radical. 
It is made in view of the broadest and most fun- 
damental division of our nature, except perhaps 
that of soul and body, and one which will be made 
the basis of a classification of duties in the subse- 
quent practical part. 

According to this all subjective good is from 
Through activity either in receiving or in giving, 
fti^iJJd^ that is, through the susceptibilities or the 
powers. powers. Others may exercise goodness 
towards us and thus be the cause to us of subjec- 
tive good through our capacity of receiving. We 
may also exercise goodness towards them, that is, 
choose and seek to promote their good, and from 
this activity of the powers in thus giving there will 
be to us a higher and purer form of subjective good 
than any other. 

We contemplate others as capable of subjective 
Relation good. As such WO SCO that they have 
betwMnthe ^orth, and love them impartially. We 
l^^aJS"^ see that their good is unspeakably desira- 
tSTdeflSd. We and valuable for its own sake, as 
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mnch so as our own ; we choose that good for 
them, we put forth efforts that they may attain it, 
and in so dmng we find the highest form of our 
own subjective good. This impartial love, this 
choice of good for others and effort to enable them 
to attain it, is virtue. Virtue is not the choice or 
love of virtue^ or of right ; it is the love of God 
and of our neighbor as ourselves — the willing of 
good — the good will. That is virtue, that is right, 
and it is in the putting forth of this good will that 
our highest worthiness is found. 

What is, then, the end and good of man ? Objec- 
tively, God is his end and good. Evely q^^ ,n^,, 
man may properly say that God is his S^^dSid 
good. He made man so that only himself ******* 
can be to him an adequate source of subjective 
good. Hence his dependence and filial relation 
forever as made in the image of God. God is 
such a good that not only all can choose Him and 
find Him as adequate to each as if' no other had 
thus chosen Him, but that each new choice of Him, 
both as augmenting his glory and increasing the 
good of others, augments the joy of those who 
have already thus chosen. 

And not only must we receive all things from 
Him, but it is only as we give hack to him our active 
love — as we love Him for his own sake as infinite 
in being and in excellence — that the highest joys 
of holiness can come. Those joys are indeed from 
the very activity that constitutes the holiness. 
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Whether we regard ourselves then as passive or 
active, God is our good. " All our springs are in 
Him." He is our sun. He is to us all that recent 
research shows the sun to be to the fotces of nature, 
and more than this. 

The subjective end and good of man, on the 
snhieetiTe Other hand, will be, subordinately, that 
rab^Aiiiutte- which WO rcceivo through the action upon 
•uprane. ^^g ^f other things and beings, while our 
supreme good is the joy from holy activity in the 
love and service of God. The very highest good 
is in the putting forth of energy towards God. The 
happiness from this is no happening. It is the infal- 
lible outgrowth of our innermost being when we 
act according to our law. This, with all joys of 
complacency in others or in ourselves incident to 
it, is holy happuuess, or blessedness. It is the hap- 
piness that comes from holy activity. 

We have thus a subjective good botli from our 
passivities and our activities, from receiv- 
ing and from giving. Both of these, and 
in their order as higher and lower, are expressed 
by the Scriptures when they say, " In thy presence 
is frillness of joy ; at thy right hand are pleasures 
forevermore." The joy is as an aroma from the 
♦ove, the adoration, and every highest form of vol- 
untary activity called forth by the immediate be- 
holding of God. The pleasures forevermore are 
from the action of the susceptibilities in their adjust- 
ment to the surroundings of heaven, which are fore- 
shadowed by so many wonderful adjustments here. 
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CHAPTER VL 

OBUOATIOlf : TWO FORMS OF SPONTANBOTO ACTIOK. 

But to understand fully the relation of our sub* 
jective good to our freedom and causative ^^ n,,^ 
power, we need to see the relation of firee- ^^oSb^ 
dom to the two forms of spontaneous ac- ^^' 
tion. 

There is first a form of spontaneous action that 
precedes choice, and is conditional for it. iintibrm 
The original forms of the activity of our eiM*». 
being in its fundamental Acuities, and by which 
men become revealed to themselves, are purely 
spontaneous, and are the condition of all voluntary 
activity. We must be^ and through a spontaneous 
activity know ourselves to be, before we can put 
forth any voluntary activity. Consciousness itself, 
in which is all subjective good, is fi^m or in an ac- 
tivity that is wholly involuntary, that commenced 
and can terminate by no agency of ours. 

There is also a spontaneous activity that suc- 
ceeds voluntary activity and is consequent second form 
upon it. Gaining through consciousness a choice, 
knowledge of ourselves, and then the control of our 
fiiculties, we find that each form of voluntary ac- 
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tivityis followed — and with a certainty like that of 
the laws of nature — by results in the consciousness 
that are from a spontaneous and involuntary ac- 
tivity. 

The above is true both of the body and of the 
Ultimate ™iind. Wc put forth voluntary eflFort in 
fng'thf^*" S^^^^^S food, in preparing it, in bringing 
pS^ii^te to ^* *^ ^^^ mouth, and in masticating and 
the wui. swallowing it, but all this is only that it 
may be dehvered over to the charge of the in- 
voluntary activities in tasting, in digestion, and as- 
similation. No growth, or pleasure, or pain of the 
body, nothing that is an ultimate end for that, can 
be directly willed into being. We eat, and pleas- 
ure and nutrition are the result. We approach 
too near the fire, and pain is the result. These are 
from activities, but not from those willed by us. 
We know them, indeed, not immediately as ac- 
tivities, but only in growth, and pleasure and pain 
which are their result. 

And so it is in the mind. We will to lie ; but 
Ultimate ^^ ^^ "^^ ^^ *^^ shauie and the remorse 
nofd^tS* that follow. We love'; but we do not 
^^®** will the joy that is in it, and that cannot 

be separated from it. In no case can we will di- 
rectly either joy or sorrow, happiness or suflFering, 
or, indeed, any ultimate end. We can only will 
those acts that are uniformly connected with such 
an end by our constitution, or, which is the same 
thing, by the appointment of God. 
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It is through these results in the consciousness of 
his creatures that depend on activities not subject 
to their will, that God governs them. All growth, 
perfection, and enjoyment, on the 



hand, and all degradation and suffering on JSj^^^'i. 
the other, are the result of spontaneous ®'^*- 
action consequent on voluntary action. In these 
are physical pleasure and pain ; in these joy and 
sorrow ; in these remorse, misery, the anguish of 
despair; in these is the blessedness of the righteous, 
the peace that is Uke a river, the pleasures that are 
at God's right hand forevermore. 

But while the agent is thus compelled to work 
between these two forms of spontaneous muhmppq- 
activity, which may be called the original Mcondfiwrn 
and the secondary, their relation to him only 
as free and responsible is wholly different. For the 
first he is in no sense responsible. He is no more 
responsible for his original faculties and desires, or 
for any action of them before the possible control 
of will, than he is for his being itself. For the 
second he is responsible, because though spontane- 
ous after the voluntary act, yet the nature of this 
spontaneous activity will depend on that act. The 
results are indirectly subject to the will. 

We have thus seen what subjective good is, and 
how it is related to our powers of agency. ^^ j^^ ^^ 
Being the product of all activity that is JS^^* 
according to its law, the idea of it must ™«***'y- 
run back to the very beginnings of consciousness, 
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and enter into our conception of ourselves. Of the 
three great forms of our activity, knowing, feeling, 
and willing, that of feeling can, like the others, be 
known only by its action ; and if good be indeed the 
product of its first activity, then the idea of it must 
be as elementary as that of thought, or of feeling 
itself. 

So far as good and its opposite are the product 
Good and ^^ ^^^ being without our own agency, 
^ ISdto!.'' tt^y *"^ ^^ immediate gift or infliction of 
^*^ God. 

So far as they are the result of our agency 
rad'p!^di. ^®y w®^^ probably intended as reward 
"""^ or punishment, as we do or do not con- 

form to the laws of our being. 
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CHAPTER VIL 
obligation: personality a conditiok. 

Wb have now examined all the ideas conditional 
for obligation except that of personality. p.„on.„^ 
This holds the same place among ideas of •«>«»^»*oii. 
the Moral Reason that the idea of being does among 
those of pure reason; for as all attributes and 
changes and causations imply being, so do all moral 
actions imply a person. 

The idea of personality is simple, but it must 
imply at least Moral Reason and Free-will, idea of p«w 
It must consist m that which, m the pi^ 
upward progress of the creation, is added to the 
animal nature that it may not only have a home 
in that nature and govern it, but also gpvem itself 
according to its own recognized law. It must con- 
sist in that which gives its dignity and excellence to 
our nature, and so its right to govern. This right 
is from the power of self-government with reference 
to ends, and so of voluntary cooperation with God, 
or the reverse. It is in this that the peculiarity 
and dignity of man and his right to dominion are 
found. Probably the first apprehension of the 
person by himself, his first knowledge of himself as 
a person, is the consciousness of this dominion, first 
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over himself, and then over all that is below him. 
" And God said let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness, and let them have dominionJ^ 
The right and power of control over that which is 
below him man could not have if he had not 
dominion over himself. 

Such prerogatives and powers, if known at all, 
8e»tofi«- ™ust be known immediately, and in 
•pondbuity. tijowing ourselvcs as possessing them; 
and so, as persons, we reach the centre and seat of 
responsibility. This is not the reason, the will, the 
conscience ; it is the person, the self, the JEgo^ the 
man, that chooses and is under obligation. 

Is man then a person ? a being whose nature 
and prerogative it is to know and choose his own 
end, whatever that may be ? If not, he is not ra- 
tional. No definition of man as rational can be given 
as far as his actions tend to ends which he neither 
knows nor chooses. But if man be a person, then 
we are prepared to find the point at which obliga- 
tion arises. 

As physical law always has respect to force act- 
obiigation ing Uniformly, so does obligation, or moral 
^SZ, law, always have respect to a person hav- 
ing the power of choice. The science of morals 
has for its condition and subject a person choosing. 
Without this as given it is inconceivable. But as it 
is distinctive of the action of a person that it is de- 
termined by choice, obligation will respect that. It 
will be obligation, first to choose some end and good, 
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and tiien to act rationally for the attainment of that. 
It will therefore respect the voluntary, and not at 
all the spontaneous action of our nature, except 
as its spontaneous is determined by its voluntary 
action. 

At this point able men, as Drs. Chalmers and 
Archibald Alexander, have differed ; Dr. ^^^ ^^^^ 
Chalmers contending that every moral act J^e^^uL 
is voluntary, and Dr. Alexander, that this 
can be only if the word voluntary be 
made to include acts that are spontaneous. ** The 
word necessary," he says, " should never have been 
applied to any exercises which are spontaneous or 
voluntary, because all such are free in their very 
nature." 

It would doubtless have been conceded by both 
that a sense of responsibility, and so of obligation, 
is impossible with reference to an event like the ebb 
and flow of the tides, that has no connection proxi- 
mate or remote with the will. Certainly no one 
insists more strongly than Dr. Alexander upon 
freedom as a ground of responsibility. He even 
says that he would admit the self-determining 
power of the will, whether he understood it or not, 
if that were necessary to establish the doctrine.^ But 
we have seen above that one form of spontaneous 
action has no reference to the will. It will not do 
therefore to say that spontaneous action as such, is 
free. What then makes the difference ? The truth 

1 Moral Science, p. 111. 
5 
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seems to be that spontaneous action is never, like 
choice, free in its own nature, and that it can become 
so only indirectly and from its relation to choice. 

But it is * said that the motives, the desires, and 
affections that lie back of our choice, are spontane- 
ous, and that we are responsible for these. 

Here it is to be observed, that as there is, as we 
Moimi ipon- ^^^^ socu, au Original spontaneity, having 
^2^^^ no relation to cl^pice, and for the results 
•ponaibiu^. ^£ which WO are not responsible, and a 
spontaneity of the sensitive nature for which we are 
responsible only from its relation to will, so there 
is a spontaneity of the emotive and moral nature, for 
which we are responsible only in the same way. 
Thus, when a man has become fully a miser, his 
desires and affections, his hopes and fears all centre 
in his treasure, and become motives to him in a mul- 
titude of subordinate choices. They are all sponta- 
neous, he is responsible for them, and they are all 
sinfiil ; but this is only because they are the indi- 
rect result, not, as Dr. Alexander seems to sup- 
pose, of volition, but of choice. If the man had 
not originally chosen money as his supreme end, 
there would have been no such spontaneous product 
and no such guilt. 

The difficulty has been in a failure to perceive 
pifflooity *^® relation of our generic and radical 
reiJtti^rf^^ choices to subsequent spontaneous action, 
^^ntoMooi ^^^ character of which is yet determined 
tctioD. |jy ^jjg choice This is so intimate that 
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even where the choice is not of the most radical 
kind, it will yet so control the character of a large 
. class of desires, of affections, hopes, fears, and sub- 
ordinate choices, as to cause them to be the reverse 
of what they would have been. Two men, who, 
with a foil apprehension of the principles involved, 
chose different sides in the late civil war, must have 
had opposite desires and affections, and the same 
events that caused hope and joy to the one, caused 
fear and sorrow to the other. But all this is to be 
traced back to the original choice. That determined 
the army in which they marched, the leaders under 
whom they served, the friendships they formed, and 
very largely the direction and spontaneous move- 
ment of their whole sympathetic and emotive nature. 
And this, with the exception that the choice is 
more radical and all-pervading, is what M^^ig^^ 
takes place under the moral government Jf^£,!Si2Jd 
of God. By a thorough choice of Him »»y «>»«»«• 
and his cause, the whole current of the soul, all its 
motives and subordinate choices, its dispositions and 
tempers, its desires and affections, its hopes and 
fears, its joys and sorrows, and its ultimate des- 
tiny, will be the reverse of what they would have 
been if an opposite choice had been made. All 
these are spontaneous, or at least independent of 
volition. We are responsible for them, but only 
through their relation to. that generic and perma- 
aent choice which determines character, and in 
which character consists. 
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• The difference between the natural and the moral 
Honi asbe- affections is, that the moral affections are 
ttngnisiMd conditioned upon the previous choice of 
natnzaL a Supreme end, and derive their charac- 
ter from the character of that. 

We thus see the relation of spontaneous to vol- 
untary action. In no case is spontaneous 

Oonelusioii. . . i /> A i 

action either free or responsible except 
from its relation to previous voluntary action. So 
far Moral Philosophy goes. It makes freedom a 
condition of responsibility, and says there can be no 
freedom where there is no choice. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

OBUGATION NECESSABILY AFFIBMED. 

The ideas prerequisite to obligation have uow 
been considered, and we pass to that, iti naeeiiMy 

All 1 1 ftfllmuttion; 

And here we are prepared to say that idtoit^ 
the moment a man comes to the knowl- the uitimftt* 

IhctiiL 

edge of his end, including the true good morau. 
of his nature as constituted by God, the Moral Rea- 
son necessarily affirms obligation to choose that end. 

Such an affirmation for the guidance of man 
analogy would lead us to expect. It is g^cjjaffli^ 
just that for him as rational, that instinct ^^ VSI?" 
is for the brute, except that man, as free, '^^^' 
has an alternative. The law of instinct is always 
from the end of the animal, and its impulses are 
towards that ; and we should expect that the law 
of the rational being would, in the same way, be 
from his end, and that, in connection with the pre- 
rogative of freedom, and for man as rational, there 
would be both an idea of the end, and an impulse 
towards it. 

And it is just this that wo find. This supreme 
end need not be, and is not, known in its obugatjon 
abstract and general form, but obligation Ji^Sdl** 
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is affirmed the moment there is furnished an occa- 
sion for choice in vany specific case involving the 
end. If the end be to love God, or man, then, as 
soon as we are brought into such relations to them 
that love is possible, the obligation will be affirmed. 
It is precisely thus that we judge and work in each 
particular case under mathematical axioms before 
being able to state them. 

The affirmation of obligation thus made involves 
ThtoaiBr both an idea and a feeling ; and these are 
Toiyeaan SO iu a stato of fusiou that we say indif- 
fceuLg. ferently, the idea, or the feeling of obliga- 
tion. The Moral Reason being conditioned, as we 
have seen, upon a sensibility, this is true of all its 
products. Like carburetted hydrogen, they are 
charged with both light and heat. The product of 
reason simply, is an idea ; the product of the Moral 
Reason is an idea and a feeling thus blended, and 
this is higher. The brutes have feeling, but not 
reason. Man has feeling and reason separately, 
and often as opposed to each other, but in his 
proper personality there is a perfect blending of 
that part of his nature which feels with that which 
knows, so that the moving and guiding powers be- 
come one. " The wheels are full of eyes round 
about." 

Now let the elective power, not the conative, as 

Hamilton has it, act in accordance with 

the law of the being thus given, and the 

moral heavens are set in order for their glad way. 
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We have now a person under obligation to choose 
rationally his supreme end, and so under ISdral 
Law. 

Thus do we find law — ^ Moral Law. Moral Law 
is the affirmation by the Moral Reason of moiaiiaw ' 

... , *^ - deduced, 

obligation on the part oi every mian to defined, 
choose that as his supreme end which God designed 
him for, and to do whatever would legitimately flow 
from that choice. If the question respect any infe- 
rior end we may be governed by inclination, choos- 
ing it or not, as we please. 

What the encj of mah is we are to learn as we 
learn what the end of the eye, or the ear, nighertend 
or the hand is. We are to examine his ® ^JJi'^d 
structure, his susceptibilities, his powers i*®'^ *»">«*• 
physical, mental, moral, and however complex they 
may be, if there be convergence and unity it can 
be seen. That there is such convergence and unity 
was shown in my former lectures. In them the 
separate systems of which man is compofsed wer6 
examined. Each system has, of course, its own 
end. The end of the body is to be the home and 
servant of the mind, and it is most perfect when it 
most perfectly fulfills that end. The end of the in- 
tellect is to apprehend all that knowledge of God 
and his works that will enable man to secure not 
only his highest, but his whole end. In the same 
way each of the other systems, as the desires, and 
the affections, has its end. But when w6 understand 
the whole structure of man and his relations, it is 
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as obvious, as was formerly shown, that he was 
made to love God with all his heart and his neigh- 
bor as himself, as it is that the eye was made to see 
with, or the ear to hear with. This is his highest 
end as active — love itself as an activity, and the 
further activities that spring from love. This is 
what he was made to do. As capable of enjoyment 
his highest end is the joy that comes from thus 
loving. These God has inseparably united. The 
joy can come only from the love ; the love cannot 
be without the joy. 

Now what we say is, that no unperverted rational 
Thiineces- and moral being can be brought into a 
mation the Dositiou iu which he must put forth either 

ultimate fiict | t mi i i i 

in morals, lovc — good-will — ou the ouc hand, or 
selfishness or malignity on the other, and not affirm, 
immediately, and necessarily, obligation to love. 
This affirmation is altogether peculiar, and is the 
primary, or, if you please, the ultimate fact in mor- 
als. It is made in view of the end as good — the 
good of beings capable of good. In it is involved 
all that we mean by the word ought^ which has in it 
an element both of impulse and of authority. Im- 
pulse is not law, even that from the moral nature. 
It never can be. It is only the affirmation, the 
rational affirmation of obligation that can give 
binding force to law. We are under obligation — 
we ought to choose the good and reftise the evil. 
The good we choose and seek to promote, as good, 
as having value in itself. The choice is right. 
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Any impulse from a natural principle of action is 
an indication that a thing is to be done if ^he sphere 
there be no counteracting reason ; but ®' '^p"^''®- 
lower impulses are to give place to higher, and all 
others to those from the moral nature. It is the 
impulses from this that are virtually made by many 
the basis of moral science ; but no impulse can be 
the basis of science, or can have authority as such. 
Science, and the direct authority of reason as dis- 
tinguished from that which is indirect through 
faith, can be based only on insight and comprehen- 
sion ; and if the reason on the ground of which 
obligation is affirmed by the Divine Mind is so hid- 
den from man that he cannot affirm it on the same 
ground, then science is impossible, and this whole 
subject must be relegated to the region of faith. 

But if man is capable of seeing in the good of 
God and his creatures that which has in- . ^j^^j^ ^^ 
finite worth as valuable in itself, and if he ^^y^y 
is so constituted as necessarily to affirm "•«>*»• 
obligation to choose and promote this good, and to 
see that the principle of action which would secure 
it is infinitely lovely, then is there upon him from 
each and all of these the behest of reason, affirm- 
ing its own authority, requiring him to choose this, 
and from which he can no more escape than from 
his being itself. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

obuoation: paley: obligation and au- 
thority. 

The above account of obligation is wholly differ- 
ent from that given by Paley. According to him, 
to be under obligation and to be obliged are the 
same thing, and "a man is obliged when he is 
urged by a violent motive resulting from the com- 
mand of another." But according to the view 
above given — no direct command of another is in- 
volved, and in the sense in which Paley uses the 
word, the motive need not be violent. 

As obligation is so early and so much connected 
with the command of others, as of parents, of civil 
rulers and of God, it is not, perhaps, strange that 
some should make the obligation dependent on the 
command. But surely mere will, a command as 
such, cannot be the foundation of obligation, for 
what is to legitimate the command ? Either com- 
mand must be obligatory as such, or there must be ' 
some test in a moral being by which it can be de- 
termined whether a command is a righteous com- 
mand, and it is only on the supposition of such a 
test that any being can be " a law unto himself." 
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But such a test can consist only in a direct affirma- 
tion of the Moral Reason. Let its grounds be ftilly 
set forth and a decision must be given within the 
consciousness of a moral being from which there 
can be, /or hirn^ no appeal. The affirmation is that 
the person is under obligation, and as long as this 
continues to be made the man must act in accord- 
ance with it or disclaim the authority of his moral 
nature. Refiising to act in accordance with obliga- 
tion thus affirmed, the purity and dignity and worthi- 
ness of a moral being would be compromised, and 
baseness and conscious degradation would be in- 
curred. There would be the reaction of reason 
against itself as faihng to act reasonably, and so 
self-condemnation, remorse, the biting back of him- 
self by a being that condemns himself. So far as 
we can see, it must pertain to the very nature of a 
moral being to affirm obligation to choose and pro- 
mote well-being rather than the reverse, and that 
the alternative must be either that we do choose 
this, or that we give ourselves up to be governed by 
some lower principle of action and so to degrada- 
tion and self-condemnation. This affirmation and 
alternative we may reverently say belong to God 
himself as a moral being. With him there can be 
no motive from the command of another, and yet 
there is no being in whom the affirmation is so ab- 
solute. " Shall not the judge of all the earth do 
right?" 
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CHAPTER X. 

ULTIMATE MORAL IDEAS: WHEWELLI THEORY OF 

j RIGHT. 

I 

Wb are now in a position to see distinctly the 
ftoutionof relation to each other of ultimate ideas in 
moral ideas, morals. According to the above state- 
ments moral action is in two spheres, that of choice, 
and that of volition or conduct. In the sphere of 
choice the ultimate conditional idea for a moral act 
is an end or good ; the ultimate moral idea is obli- 
gation, or the affirmation of the ought; and the 
ultimate moral act is choice. Of the obligation to 
choose one end rather than another the ground 
must be in the end chosen, since, if two ends be 
equally valuable, it can make no difference which is 
chosen. The choice may be right or wrong, but 
by no possibility can the obligation depend upon 
any quality in the act of choosing. 

In the second, or what I regard as the sub- 
uitimate Ordinate sphere of moral activity, the 
secondary ultimate Conditional idea is a rule or law ; 
morals. the ultimate moral idea is right, and the 
ultimate moral act is a volition producing conformity 
or want of conformity to a rule ; or, if a rule be not 
admitted, it is doing right because it is nVlit. . 
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Right has commonly been supposed to be the 
ultimate, or rather to be t^ moral idea. «•«»»■•* 

tlMmonl 

It is said, and that is perhaps the popular m*^- 
system now, that right is a necessary and indepen- 
dent idea ; that the distinctions of right and wrong 
are inherent in the nature of things in the same 
way as mathematical ideas are independent and 
necessarily involved in the relations of space and 
of quantity. But right and wrong, morally con- 
sidered, can have nothing to do with any nature of 
things existing necessarily, as we conceive space to 
do, but only with the nature of persons, so that no 
act which may not affect the interest of some per- 
son can be a moral act. Right and wrong have, 
indeed, nothing to do with things^ but only with 
actions, and it produces con^sion to speak of the 
nature of things, and of necessity from that when 
the province of morality is wholly wthout, or rather 
above the sphere of things, and When the only 
necessity there is about it is the necessary affim^- 
tion by the Moral Reason that a person capable of 
apprehending good and evil is under obligation to 
choose the good and reject the evil. 

But if, with Whewell, we make right mean 
" conformable to a rule," we shall then 
have obligation as the moral idea, and 
right will be, as it really is, a moral idea only as it 
Involves that. 

Many acts having no reference to the supreme 
end we call right, but they involve no obligation, 
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and hence are not moral. In studying it is right to 
sit or to stand, because the end may be reached equal*^ 
ly well in either way. But every act bearing upon 
the supreme end, and because it does thus bear 
upon it, involves obligation and is thus a moral act. 
The obligation which is in it, and which makes 
it a moral act is there from the affirmation of the 
Moral Reason in view of the good there is in the 
end. 

The above view provides perfectly for freedom in 
What this setting obligation and moral law ovei^ 
SSdw^ind against all mere itnpulsion and craving ; 
impues. j^ affirms that the ultimate act in morals 
is generic choice ; that the proper object of choice 
is good, and therefore that right is not the last word 
that can and must be said on this subject. It holds 
that right is a quality of action, and that action must 
have some end besides its own quality. It therefore 
goes back to a good to be chosen for its own sake, 
and to an ultimate law demanding that it be thus 
chosen, and makes all morally right action to be 
right from its relation to that. This generic choice 
of good it identifies with the love commanded in 
the Bible, and the choice itself — that is, the choos- 
ing — with that wisdom which the Bible says is " the 
principal thing." It does not find that the law 
of God is that we are to do right, but that we are 
to love the Lord our God with all our hearts, and 
our neighbor as ourselves, and that to do this is to 
do right. 
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The contusion from a feilure to discriminate the 
spheres above mentioned may be seen by 
a reference to the "Elements of Morality " 
by Whewell. Whewell has just passed away, and 
is the last eminent English writer on this subject. 
That I may not misrepresent him, and may the 
better show the relation of ideas at this point, I will 
quote him at some length. 

" The adjective right^^ he says, " signifies conformahU 
to rule ; and it is used with reference to the object of 
the rule. To be temperate is the right way to be 
healthy. To labor is the right way to gain money. In 
these cases the adjective right is used relatively, that is 
relatively to the object of the rule. 

^ It has been said also that we may have a series of 
actions, each of which is a means to the next as an end. 
A man labors that he may gain money, that he may 
educate his children: he would educate his children, 
in order that they may prosper in the world. In these 
cases the inferior ends lead to higher ones, and derive 
their value from these. Each subordinate action aims 
at the end next above it as a good. In the series of 
actions just mentioned, a man's gain is regarded as a 
good because it tends to the education of his children. 
Education is considered as valuable because it tends to 
prosperity. 

^ And the rules which prescribe such actions derive 
their imperative force and validity, each from the rule 
above it. The superior rule supplies a reason for the 
inferior. The rule, to labor, derives its force from the 
rule, to seek, gain: this rule receives its force (in the 
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case we are cousidering) from the rule to educate our 
children : this again, has for its reason to forward the 
prosperity of our children. 

*< But besides such subordinate rules, there must be a 
supreme rule of human action. For the succession of 
means and ends with the coi responding series of subor- 
dinate and superior rules, must somewhere terminate. 
And the inferior ends would have no value as leading 
to the highest, except the highest had a value of its 
own. The superior rules could give no validity to the 
subordinate ones, except there were a supreme rule 
from which the validity of all of these were ultimately 
derived. Therefore there is a supreme rule of human 
action. That which is conformable to the supreme 
rule is absolutely right ; and is called right simply, with- 
out relation to a special end. The opposition to right 
is wrong. 

" The supreme rule of human action may also be 
described by its object 

" The object of the supreme rule of human action is 
spoken of as the true end of human action, the ultimate 
or supreme good, the summum bonum, 

"There are various other ways of expressing the 
opposition of right and wrong, and the supreme rule of 
human action ; namely, the rule to do what is right and 
to abstain from doing what is wrong. We say we ought 
to do what is right ; we ought not to do what is wrong. 
To do what is right is our diUg ; to do what is wrong is 
a transgression, an offense ; a violation of our duty I 

" The question why ? respecting human actions, de- 
mands a reason, which may be given by a reference 
from a lower rule to a higher. Why ought I to be 
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fimgal or industrious ? In order that I may not want 
a maintenance. Why must I avoid want ? Because I 
must seek to act independently. Why should I act in- 
dependently ? That I may act rightly. 

'* Hence, with regard to the supreme rule, the ques- 
tion Why ? admits of no further answer. Why must I 
do what is right ? Because it is right Why should 
I do what I ought ? Because I ought The supreme 
rule supplies a reason for that which it commands by 
being the supreme rule. V 

^ Rightness and wrongness are, as we have already 
said, the moral qualities of actions. The rules which, 
in subordination to the supreme rule, determine what is 
right and wrong, are moral rules. The doctrine which 
treats of actions as right and wrong is morality/' 

It may seem strange that such a man should 
come so near the truth and yet miss it, but it only 
shows how difficult it is on subjects of this class to 
make a step, which yet, being made, will seem per- 
fectly obvious. Having admitted that the object of 
the supreme rule of human action is the true end 
of human action, no reason can be given why the 
supreme rule should not hold the same relation to 
the supreme end or good that any other rule does 
to its end. That would make all rules, as they 
obviously are, secondary, and would carry moral 
action back to the choice of a supreme end. But 
instead of this he allows of no moral action what- 
ever with reference to the end, but only with refer- 
ence to the rule. " The supreme rule," he says, 
6 



Digitized by 



Google 



82 MORAL SCIENCE. 

** supplies a reason for that which it commands by 
leing the supreme rule." Rightness and wrongness, 
which are solely from conformity or want of con- 
formity to rules, he makes the only moral qualities 
of actions, and leaves no place for moral action as 
intrinsically good or evil, and as having reference 
to that end, which, as he allows, gives to all rules 
except that which is supreme, their validity. Whe- 
well perceived the necessity of ends ; he subordi- 
nated rules to them ; he even subordinated lower 
ends and rules to those that are higher, though he 
gave no principle of subordination and no law of 
limitation. But having done this he stopped short, 
and made rules, and conformity to them, and right, 
ultimate, instead of ends, and choice, and obliga- 
tion. 

Whewell says explicitly that the end of human 
action is happiness. " The supreme object," says 
he, ^^ of human action is happiness. Happiness is 
the object of human action contemplated in its most 
general form, and approved by reason." ^ And yet 
he regards himself, and is regarded, as belonging 
to the a priori school, because he stops short in his 
analysis, and draws all moral conduct from rules. 

The system which makes right the ultimate 
Theory of moral idea, :with no avowed reference to 

right: two 1 1 X ■!_ 

phaMf. rules, has two phases. 

The first regards the sense, or intuition of right, 
as immediate and infallible. An action is 
right because it is right, and there is an 

1 Sec 573. 
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immediate intnition of it. This admits not only of 
no rule as a standard, bnt of no regard to conse- 
quences. 

The other phase of this system not only allows, 
but requires, the use of the intellect in g^^^j 
seeking for relations, consequences, utili- **^* 
ties, but says that the sense of right is developed 
only in connection with the apprehension of these. 
But it does not tell us what the particular relations 
and consequences needed for this development are, 
nor why the sense of right should spring from one 
more than another. It is, indeed, only the indefi- 
nite system of relations. It gives a place to wis- 
dom, but instead of making it the right choice of a 
supreme end, in which alone is wisdom, or at least 
without which there can be none, it makes it merely 
skill, or the means to an end. 

The first phase of the above system is definite 
and consistent with itself. It speaks of Thednt 
" Intuitive Morals." But it tends rather p***"* 
to the barren declamation of the heathen philoso- 
phers about virtue, than to the love of God and 
man, and would make fanatics. 

The second phase of the above system making 
right an intuition, but making it depend ^he second 
on the perception of relations without p'**"* 
defining precisely what those relations are, is too 
indefinite to be the basis of any system. Practically 
it would agree with the system which makes good 
ultimate, and if terms were perfectly understood, it 
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might be found that the advocates of the two sys- 
tems really think alike. 

But if, with Whewell, we make right mean 
" conformable to rule," we shall exclude 
intuition at this point. We have, how- 
ever, only to make all rules, the supreme rule no 
less than others, derive their authority from ends, 
to find room for the moral intuition in connection 
with the supreme end. It is there that an ultimate 
analysis would carry it, and it is in connection with 
that, and with choice as the ultimate action of the 
will that we find that affirmation of obligation of 
which we have spoken, and in that Moral Law. 
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IS THE AFFIRMATION OF OBLIGATION LAW? 

But the question now arises, whether the affirma- 
tion above spoken of would be law. When the 
Moral Reason affirms obligation to choose and to do 
good, and to reject and abstain from doing evil, is 
that law ? Law, it is said, requires a lawgiver, and 
a penalty annexed. 

Something will here depend upon definition, but 
that it is properly law will appear (1) AiBrmation 

15 V-^ V \ ^r. •/• • of obligation 

iiecause it it be not so, then it is impos- fa i»w. 
sible that any moral' being should be '' a law unto 
himself." 

Animals are a law unto themselves by that un- 
reflective principle which we call instinct, and which 
beautifully typifies the operation of the moral na- 
ture. There is in them force, an end, and guiding 
power, which, as producing uniformity, must act by 
some rule, and so is called a law. As guiding it to 
its end, instinct is the law of the animal ; and, in the 
same way, this affirmation of obligation to choose 
"and to promote good as his end is properly, and 
ought to be accepted as, the law of the man. The 
animal having his end chosen for lum, and having 
no alternative, knows the law only as an impulse ; 
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but man, having comprehension, with a possible 
alternative, knows the law also as an idea, and the 
end proposed by it as the proper object of rational 
choice. This makes the law in man to be that of 
a person ; it makes it to be moral law ; and we can 
conceive of no other possible way in which a person 
can be a law unto himself. 

Moral, as distinguished from positive law, is that 
Moral lAw ^^^ which a reason can be assigned aside 
what? ^Qjjj ^Yie command. To a rational being 

mere command can never be a reason for obedience 
except through faith. Mere command may appeal 
to the sensitive nature through fear, but not to 
reason. For one who could trace no connection 
between the thing commanded and his supreme 
end, confidence in the lawgiver as wise and good, 
and that alone, could make the law obligatory. 
Ultimate reasons for actions can be drawn only 
from ends, and the highest reasons from the highest 
ends. If then we suppose the whole end of a being 
to be in question, the highest possible obligation 
will be imposed ; and the affirmation of obligation 
in view of such an end will be simply the affirma- 
tion by reason of obligation to act reasonably. 
What higher end or ground of obligation can the^e 
be than the good of all beings capable of good, our- 
selves included? and it is the affirmation by tie ^ 
Moral Reason of obhgation to choose and to pr>- 
mote this that we call Moral Law. 

If we may venture to speak of God in such a 
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connectioii, we can conceive of Him as acting i 
ally in no other way than this. He acts in oodMUte 
view of ends, and so rationally, but if ^'^•'•* 
his reason did not affirm obligation to choose some 
ends and reject others, we cannot see that He would 
be a moral being. So is He a law unto himself. So 
only can He be. So is man, who is made in his im- 
age, a law unto himself ; and it is because man is 
made in his image that God proposes to him the 
very same end as a ground of obligation which He 
himself recognizes. God seeks his own glory, which 
is simply his perfections manifested in promoting 
the highest ends. He seeks to promote blessedness 
unselfishly and impartially. Man is to do the same, 
and for the same reason. The will of God does 
indeed come in, and the conscience is so made as 
to respond to that, but the ultimate ground of obli- 
gation is not in will as will, but in those ends, hav- 
ing intrinsic value, which ougM to determine the 
wiU. 

But (2) Authority is an attribute of law, and 
oblis^ation as thus affirmed involves that, obugatkm 
It IS this attribute of authority which authority. 
Bishop Butler specially claimed as belonging to the 
moral faculty, and as fitting it to legislate 
for man. '* It is," says he, " by this fac- 
ulty natural to man, that he is a moral agent, that 
he is a law to himself; by this faculty, I say, not 
to be considered merely as a principle in his heart 
which is to have some influence as well as others. 
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but considered as a faculty in kind and nature 
supreme over all others, and which bears its own 
authority of being so." 

And not only is there this inherent authority in 
the nature of obligation, but, as affirmed obugatkm 
by the reason of a creature it implies a SJS^rcSm- 
divine command. In creating beings in his ™*°^* 
image, and in placing before them the same ends in 
view of which He acts, there is implied the whole 
authority of God as guardian of the universe for the 
attainment and security of those ends. This it ia 
that makes Him a father, and his creatures children, 
for in a well-constituted family the father and the 
children act for a common end, the father from 
comprehension of the end, the children, according 
to their intelligence, partly from that, and partly 
from faith ; and no being incapable of acting for 
the same end as a parent can be properly a child. 

Again, it may be inquired whether all authority 
does not imply a penalty when the com- obugation 
mands imposed by it are not obeyed. If penalty, 
so, then the notion of penalty, which has been 
thought by many to be essential to that of law, is 
not wanting here. That a command uttered 
through the constitution should announce distinc- 
tively its own penalty, is not, indeed, possible. Aa 
fear, when there is danger to the constitution from 
the violation of physical well-being, does not an- 
nounce the nature or extent of the penalty, but 
only the fact that there is one, so we might appre- 
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hend that there would be, connected with danger 
to moral well-being, something indicative of pen- 
alty, " a certain fearful looking for of judgment,'* 
and this we find there is. 

Thus do we find Moral Law. It is an affirmation 
through the Moral Reason of obligation to concimioo. 
choose the supreme end for which God SSJtJJJJ^ 
made us, that is, to choose the good of all J1?S3^ 
beings capable of good, our own included, ^^' 
and to put forth all those volitions which may be 
required to attain or secure that good. Such a law 
within a man will cause him to be without excuse 
in the absence of positive law, and will enable him 
to recognize the sacredness and obligation of a 
code of moral laws when imposed by another. It 
makes him a proper subject of moral government. 
It is fi'om this that the law externally revealed 
finds a response in every breast, and becomes its 
own witness that it is from God ; and if it be in- 
deed the true law of the conscience then can that 
never be at peace till it and the law are in con- 
formity. If we suppose a revealed law to be iden- 
tical with the Moral Law in its substance, it will still 
difler from it in emanating from an authority with- 
out ourselves, and in having annexed to it a positive 
and specific penalty.^ 

1 See Appendix A. 
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CHAPTER XL 

CONSCIENCE. 

Moral Reason affirms Moral Law. This makes 
Conscience possible. Conscience is ihe 
and ftino- moral couscwusness of man tn view of his 
own actions as related to Moral Law. It 
is a testifying state. As the name imports, it is 
a double knowledge, a knowledge by the man of 
himself together with a knowledge of the law and 
as related to that. It involves a recognition by the 
person of the moral quality of his own acts, and the 
feelings consequent upon such recognition. It 
affirms obligation before the act, approves or dis- 
approves after the act, and in doing this indicates 
future reward and punishment. 

As thus defined. Conscience is not the whole of 
Conscience tlic moral nature. The Moral Reason rec- 
whoie of the oguizes Moral Law, and affirms its univer- 

monl Dft- , 

ture. sal obligation for all moral beings. It is 

the office of Conscience to bring man into personal 
relation to this law. It sets up a tribunal within 
him by which his own actions are judged, but it is 
under Moral Reason and not under Conscience that 
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we judge of the conduct of others. For such judg- 
ment there is needed the knowledge of Moral Law, 
of the moral quality of actions, and the ability to 
compare the actions with the law. In all this is 
knowledge involving Moral Reason ; there is the 
science^ but not the cow-science. There is no im- 
pulse, no testifying state, no self-approval or re- 
morse, all of which must be regarded either as a 
part of Conscience, or inseparable from it. 

In Conscience, as affirming obligation in view of 
good to be attained or promoted by our- conscienee 
selves, there is involved a peculiar motive iSJJ^J/" "** 
to action that is expressed by the word "o'*^***" 
ought. This is a motive wholly unknown to any 
being below man. An animal may be moved by 
hope, or fear, or desire, or impulse, but we have no 
evidence that any one ever does an act because it 
ought. There is no evidence that an animal ever 
consciously recognizes law of any kind, much less 
Moral Law. But the peculiar significance and bind- 
ing force of the word ought is from its relation to 
Moral Law. There is in it impulse, but also obliga- 
tion — the felt bond upon a rational creature, as 
rational, to obey, the law of his being. 

It is solely as the interpreter of Moral Law that 
Conscience has authority. From that is its A«thori^ 
power to originate the word oiight^ and ^^^^^ 
whenever the mandate and impulse in- »nd scope. 
vcdved in that word are truly derived from the law 
they are to be obeyed at all hazards. It would be 



Digitized by 



Google 



92 MORAL SCIENCE. 

absurd to say that anything could excuse a man 
from doing what he ought to do. Moral Law must 
be supreme. If there be not a faculty in man that 
recognizes moral law, he is not a moral being; but 
if there be, then that law must have authority in 
virtue of its being law. It must be always obliga- 
tory and can admit of no exception. Rules, as 
means to an end, may admit of exception, but the 
great Law of Love can admit of no exception. 

The word ovght^ as has been said, implies both 
Obligation impulsc and obligation. These are to be 
distin- distinguished ; for while obligation always 

gui8hed. .1.1 , . , 

imitation mvolvcs impuIsc, thcrc are yet impulses 

of moral i /x . i 

impoiMf. from the moral nature, often too mistaken 
for conscience, which do not involve obligation. 
These are moral instincts, and were needed. Com- 
ing up as man does from entire ignorance, he needed 
in his moral nature particular tendencies and im- 
pulses to direct him, in a more special way than 
could belong to the general command of royal au- 
thority that must bear sway over all. Accordingly 
we have special impulses imder such limited ideas 
as justice, mercy, and truth. These afford a pre- 
sumption in favor of the course indicated, but re- 
quire regulation precisely like pity, or shame, or any 
other spontaneous or impulsive part of our fi^me. 
Such impulses may conflict with each other. Pity 
would relieve all beggars ; benevolence would say 
no. Justice would often punish when mercy would 
say no. If there were an absolute justice with no 
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limitation from love, mercy would be impossible. 
Even the impulse to truth is to be so controlled 
that the truth is not to be spoken at all times. Be- 
sides, what is to prevent justice from running into 
revenge, or compassion from becoming weakness ? 
Plainly we need an authority that shall decide even 
among the impulses of the moral nature. 

This distinction between impulses towards some 
particular form of right action, and that impulse 
general control of the Moral Reason which i»w. 
becomes an enlightened conscience when our own 
actions are concerned, has been too much over- 
looked. We need to make it because many con- 
found these particular impulses with Conscience, 
and great abuses have come from following them 
blindly. Impulse cannot be law. 

But if impulse be not law, we need to inquire 
under what conditions the decisions of Con- conndene* 
science must be given so that the impulses J^J ^ 
connected with them may be safely fol- ^^*^^' 
lowed. 

In deciding this, we are to remember that the 
decisions of the conscience no more depend on the 
will than do those of the intellect. The conditions 
being given its action is necessitated, and we can 
control that action only by controlling the con- 
ditions. If this were not so, man would not have a 
moral nature. But since he can control the con- 
ditions, a man may be bound to have right de- 
cisions of his conscience precisely as he is to have 
rijorbt decisions of the intellect. 
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Both the intellect and the conscience act in two 
Analogous different and analogous spheres. The 

■pheres of /»i«n •! /»i« 

eonncienoe first Sphere 01 the mtellect is that of ulti- 

and Intel- ... 

lect. mate intuitions. In this it is uniform and 

infaUible in its judgments. That twoparalled lines 
cannot enclose a space, and that every body must 
be in space, all capable of understanding the terms, 
will agree. So the first sphere iof, the conscience is 
that of ultimate choices, where the supreme end of 
man, and essential goodness and wickedness are 
concerned. Here Conscience is brought face to 
face with Moral Law, and when this is done it can 
decide in but one way. It cannot approve the 
choice of evil as evil. It cannot say, or be made to 
say, that malignity, which is essential wickedness, 
is, or can be obligatory. When the law says^ 
". chpose th^ good, reject the evil ; " " love God and 
your neighbor," Conscience must recognize this as 
obligatory under all circumstances, because there 
are no conditions, and no means can come between 
the conscience and the choosing. Even volition is 
not needed. The act of choosing is simple and 
ultimate. No one can teach another how to do it, 
and if a man do not choose the good, the cause and 
the fault must be in himself. 

But the good which it is the end of man to pro- 
oonscienoe motc is scldom presented thus purely and 
ludgment. Simply. Hence the need oi the exertion, 
often of the strenuous exertion, of every faculty to 
discriminate it. Hence cases before the tribunal of 
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conscience may be like those before a court, re- 
quiring a careful weighing of testimony and of 
probabilities. In such cases the qaestion is not, it 
never can be, Shall we do right? Shall we do 
what we ought to do ? but. What is right? What 
ought we to do? and in deciding this it will be 
found that we are really inquiring whether the 
course in question can be brought under the Law 
of Love. If not, there would be no tribunal. In 
these cases, and always, the moment we pass beyond 
the ultimate choice and supreme end to that where 
means are to be used, there is room for diversity 
of judgment. Different practices claim to come 
under this law of love. That claim is denied, and 
in the ignorance and endless confusions of this world 
it is often difficult to settle questions that thus arise« 
Is revenge, or polygamy, or the sale of ardent spirits 
right ? Is war right ? Is it right to deceive an en- 
emy? Here the conscience may not be fairly 
brought face to face with the moral law. It must 
follow the judgment, and that may be wrong from 
ignorance or prejudice. Are these for the highest 
good of the community and of those engaged in 
them ? Are they accordant with the law of love ? 
This law every conscience will affirm that we ought 
to obey. Here will be uniformity. .But in regard 
to specific practices the decisions will vary as they 
are supposed to be, or not to be, in accordance with 
the law. In this way honest, but partially in- 
formed persons may differ in regard to many things. 
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This will not show a diversity of moral judgment, or 
in the action of Conscience, but simply that it will 
follow the judgment. 

But the main cause of the diversity and confusion 
Confusion ^^ moral judgments among men is the 
j*ud^OTtB. stupefying and bewildering effect of the 
Cause choosing of a wrong supreme end. When 

that is once done principle is abandoned, the guid- 
ance of Conscience is abandoned, and it immediately 
becomes the interest of the man to evade fair issues. 
The end being decided on, irrevocably so, every- 
thing will be viewed in false relations. The orig- 
inal question in regard to which Conscience is in- 
fallible is now put and kept out of sight, and every- 
thing will be judged of as right or wrong from its 
relation to the end chosen. In such cases Con- 
science will still wait on the judgment even though 
a wrong supreme end has been chosen. It does 
not approve anything as evil, but the man has said 
to evil, " Be thou my good," and the conscience is 
deceived. Thus it is that a man may come to vthink 
that he "ought to do many things contrary" to 
truth and righteousness, and go on acting upon 
false judgments which a thorough honesty would 
sweep wholly away. 

Of such honesty, or as some would call it, sin- 
Sincerity ceritv, the ultimate point is that a man 

conditional •'J ^ ^ 

foreniight- put himsclf facc to face with the Moral 

enedcon- t. 

Bcience. Law, and the whole of it — that, as our 
Saviour says, he should " come to the light." Let 
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this be done, and the moral consciousness will re- 
spond rightly, and the impulse connected with such 
response will have legitimate and sovereign author- 
ity. The simple question is. Has God so revealed 
the Moral Law in man that he can be a law unto 
himself? If so, Conscience must be the moral con- 
sciousness in presence of that law, and all mandates 
and impulses from that consciousness must be 
authoritative, or there is, and can be, no law. Such 
impulses will be rational and moral, and a conscience 
so acting will be an enlightened conscience. 

But if the moral being, the person, turn wholly 
from the law, if he choose a wrong su- Keauitof a 

^ want of Bln- 

preme end, then is the seat itself of author- ^^^y- 
ity corrupted. He turns from the ark of God and 
the tables of the law to the worship of idols. There 
IS now no rightful authority. There is anarchy. 
The law being set aside, the very condition of a 
right moral consciousness is wanting. " Unto 
them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing 
pure; but even their mind and conscience is de- 
filed." The man is lost. The light that was in 
him has become darkness, and " how great is that 
darkness." If a man would have " a good con- 
science," he must first be " in all things willing to 
live honestly." 

What we say, then, on this subject is, — Ist, that 
when the conscience is fairly brought face 

_ *^ ^ Condasiont. 

to race with the Moral Law, the great law 

7 
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of love, its decisions will be uniform and authorita- 
tive. 

2d. That persons may honestly diflFer respecting 
the means of fulfilling the Moral Law, one approving 
as right what another disapproves as wrong. And 

3d. That when once a wrong supreme end has 
been chosen no consistency or uniformity of judg- 
ment can be expected. " Even their mind and con- 
science is defiled.' ' 

We have thus considered Conscience in its double 
nature, as both rational and impulsive. That it has 
a nature thus double has always made it difficult of 
investigation ; but only through such a faculty, con- 
ditioned on a sensibility, were moral law and ade- 
quate motive power possible. 
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OF LOVE. 

CHAPTER I. 

RATIONAL love: ITS CHAKACTESISTICS AND 
SPHERE. 

Having now considered the nature and relations 
of Law, particularly of Moral Law, we turn to those 
of Love. 

Like law, love is a term of great breadth and 
variety in its application ; like that too, it Love, an 
includes in its lowest use mere things term, 
without sensibility. We are said to love food, 
money, books, fame. Thus used it includes only 
the element of desire, which is common to love in 
all its forms, but does not constitute it. The com- 
mon element erf law is uniformity, produced or 
commanded. The common element of love is de- 
sire, and its common result an inclination towards, 
or complacency in the object loved. In this appli- 
cation of it moral science has no more to do with 
love than it has with law as applied to matter. . 
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There is also an instinctive love, sometimes called 
iMttnctive natural affection. This is common to ani- 
***^** mals and to man. It is from the emotive 

nature simply, and so, blind and passionate, not 
comprehending itself or its object. As instinctive, 
it is an affection which leads to acts often of great 
apparent self-denial, which tend to promote or secure 
the end of the being loved. It tends to secure that, 
and not the end of the being putting forth the love, 
and is thus a beautiful type of a higher rational 
and disinterested love. This rational love always 
has its root in a generic choice. It is by having its 
root in such a choice that rational and moral love, 
and indeed all rational and moral affections, are 
distinguished from those that are natural. 

In accordance with the above, rational love pre- 
Bationai supposcs SL knowledge of the supreme end 
^®^- of the being loved, and involves the choice 

for him of that end. Its object must be a person. 
In strictness we desire things, but love only per- 
sons. It is not properly a disposition, though a 
disposition and a habit of acting so as to secure 
the end chosen will be generated by any generic 
act of choice. Only a rational being can have a 
supreme end, and the choice by us of that end for 
another so as to be willing to put forth efforts and 
make sacrifices for its attainment is rational love. 

In the whole process and formation of this love 
Biementsof three things are to be distinguished. 



rational rpj^^^,^ ^ q^^ ^ perception of worth as 



love. 
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distinguislied from worthiness. This involves an 
appreciation of the capabilities, and also of the lia- 
bilities of the being, and can be, only as we know 
his end, the desirableness of his attaining it, and 
the fearfulness of his not doing so. This is rather 
a condition of love than one of its elements. There 
is (2) a " propension " of mind, as Edwards calls 
it, towards the being, and a desire that he should 
attain his end. This is an indispensable element of 
love, but not the love itself. It is spontaneous, 
and may be overcome by other forms of spontane- 
ous action. That it may become rational love 
there must be (3) a choice for the being of his end, 
and such a devotement of ourselves to him — that 
is, to the attainment by him of his end and good, — 
that we shall be willing to make sacrifices for it as 
we would for our own. It is this last only which 
constitutes the whole process, rational and firee, and 
brings it under the control of Moral Law.^ 

From this general character of rational love we 
see at once what self-love and benevo- seif-ioT© 
lence must be, and their relations to each lenoe. 
other. Self-love is the choice by any being of his 
own legitimate good. It is the choice for himself 
of the good that must come from the activity of his 
powers in the«pursuit and enjoyment of his supreme 
end. Benevolence is the choice and will that other 
beings sha.l attain their own legitimate good, that 
•s, the good that must come to them from the activ- 

^ See Appendix B. 
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ity of their powers in the pursuit of their supreme 
end. 

In its lower forms benevolence is manifested by 
so controlling all sensitive beings within our power, 
and incapable of choosing their end, that that end 
shall be attained ; and in its higher form, by seek- 
ing to induce all who are capable of choosing their 
own end to choose it. The measure of benevolence 
is the amount of effort and self-sacrifice that any 
one is willing to put forth and endure that others 
may attain their end. Rational love as a whole 
will then include a choice by us for all other beings 
of their end and good, and for ourselves of our own 
end and good. It will also include the necessary 
volitions and activities for the attainment of those 
ends. 

In the above statement it will be seen that the 
Seif-ioT» point of union between self-love and be- 
Sic^'JS!**' nevolence is the common element of good, 

montaed. ^^^^ jg^ ^f ^J^^^ ^ ^{^^j^. ^^^^^ ^J^j^j^ jg 

valuable in itself, arid that through this they con- 
stitute the one whole of rational love. Sence the 
ground, of obligation for self-love and benevolence 
is the same ; and hence, too, there can never be 
opposition between them. On the contrary, they 
are conspiring forces, not only as having a common 
object, but as mutually contributing to each other. 
That form of activity by which we promote the 
good of others, is, more than any other, promotive 
of our own good. 
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From a failure to perceive this narmony, or 
rather unity in the parts of one whole, much use- 
less discussion and some pernicious systems have 
arisen. That this union should be seen and acted 
on is one of the great wants of the world. 
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COMPLACENT LOVE AND RIGHTEOUS INDIGNATION. 

Before leaving the topic of love, it ought to be 
First ind»- added, that, subsequent to rational love, 
oTratiowi ^"^ made possible by it, are certain indi- 
^^•* rect results ; and first, the love of compla- 

cency. This is not the love commanded by God, 
since that includes love to the wicked, and even to 
our enemies. It is conditioned, not on being as 
having capacity for good and evil, but as having 
will and choosing rightly. Its condition is moral 
excellence in the person beloved, and it also implies 
moral excellence in the person loving. It is not 
approbation or admiration. These may be felt by 
the wicked. It is delight and joy in view of the 
beauty of holiness, and a sympathy with its pos- 
sessor by which we are united in affection to him. 

This is among the highest and most delightful of 
the affections, and will be one great element of the 
joy of heaven, but it differs from rational 4ove in 
being not so much a choice as an emotion, or rather 
it is choice in connection with all that makes emo- 
tion delightful. This emotion, which is what is 
commonly meant by the love of complacency, is 
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oue of those spontaneous and uniform results of 
generic choice of which I have spoken, which is 
not the direct product of wdll, but for which we are 
responsible. 

And not only are the love of complacency and 
the affections cognate with that made second indi- 
t^K)ssible by rational love, but also right- '^*"~*^ 
eous indignation and the affections cognate with 
that. These involve uo malignity. They are but 
the necessary evolution of rational love when its 
ends are imperilled by wickedness. They are neces- 
sary to the authority of law, and to the guardian- 
ship of the rights and interests of the universe. 
The interests at stake in God's universe are un- 
speakably precious. As these are apprehended and 
valued, the worthiness and beauty of an impartial 
and entire consecration to them are more seen, and 
so also are the unworthiness and baseness of a dis- 
regard of them, or opposition to them, and just so 
intense as the approbation and the admiration may 
be on the one hand, must the condemnation and 
abhorrence be on the other. It is this double as- 
pect of love, revealing the whole moral nature, and 
turning in every way like the flaming sword that 
kept the way of the tree of life, that is termed 
holiness. 
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DIVISION m. 

THE LAW OF LOVE. 
CHAPTER I. 

HOW LOVE BECOMES LAW. 

We have thus seen what Moral Law and Rational 
Love are. Moral Law is the necessary affirmation 
by the Moral Reason of obligation to choose and 
promote well-being. If we suppose a choice or aii 
action that can have no bearing upon well-being, 
it is impossible to conceive of obligation to make 
the choice or perform the action. Neither can be 
right or wrong. But if any choice or action will 
promote well-being, Moral Law will demand thai 
the choice be made or the action done. But it is 
this very choice that is the central element of the 
love demanded, for rational love is the choice by 
us of the supreme end and good of another, invol- 
ving a readiness to make sacrifices for that end and 
good as we would for our own. Hence it is that 
" Love is the fulfilling of the law," the very thing 
it requires. 

In this view of it there is a double motive for 
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the choice of good, one the imperative of law, the 
other the intrinsic value and attraction Donbiemo- 
of good. If there were not in this in- ^i^^f" 
trinsic value, aside fi am the affirmation of **^* 
obligation, a reason why good should be chosen^ 
obligation must base itself upon nothing, and could 
not be rationally affirmed. No one can be under 
obligation to anything for which there is not, aside 
from the obligation, more reason than there is 
against it. The thing required is the choice of a 
supreme end and commitment to it. This may be 
done from the imperative of law, or from the at- 
traction of good, pr from their combined effisct, the 
whole nature thus conspiring to induce that love in 
which must be found our own highest good, and 
through which alone we can do good to others. 
Being the rational choice of good, love can never 
become a bondage, though it be required by an im- 
perative, but it is only when the choice is so abso- 
lute in yiew of the good that the imperative comes 
in simply as a conspiring force swelling the current 
and adding the joy of self-approbation, that there 
is perfect freedom. Let the imperative be in view 
of an object approved fey reason, and attractive of 
every rational affection, and the consent of the soul 
will be that of a young heart affiancing itself to the 
object of it8 choice. It will be Beason choosing 
rationally with no disturbing influence, and that is 
perfect freedom. It is a rational creature putting 
forth every energy with perfect love imder a per 
feet law. 
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Thus it IS that love as obligatory is the law of 
Love, the ouF being. In substance, and as express- 
in God's ing his inmost nature, Love is the one 

word and in ® 

«""»• imperative word uttered by God in the 

Bible. It is also the one imperative word uttered 
by Him through the constitution and conscience 
of man, and in the coincidence of these two utter- 
ances we find a perfect proof that both are from 
Him. 

Law and Love I These are the two mightiest 
forces in *he universe, and thus do we 
marry them. The place of the nuptials 
is in the innermost sanctuary of the soul. As in 
all right marriage, there is both contrariety and deep 
harmony. Law is stern, majestic, and the fountain 
of all order. Love is mild, winning, the fountain 
of all rational spontaneity, that is of the spontaneity 
that follows rational choice. Love without law is 
capricious, weak, mischievous ; opposed to law, it is 
wicked. Law without love is unlovely. The high- 
est harmony of the universe is in the love of a 
rational being that is coincident with the law of that 
being rationally affirmed ; and the deepest possible 
jar and discord is from the love, persistent and utter, 
of such a being in opposition to his law. It is be- 
cause there is in the Divine Being this harmony of 
law with love that He is perfect. It is because this 
harmony is required in the Divine government that 
that is perfect, and no philosophy for the regulation 
of human conduct can be both vital and safe in 
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which that same union is not consummated. In 
our philosophies, generally, this i& not done. Let 
it be done, and philosophy will no longer be com- 
plained of as ineflBcient or skeptical ; it will work 
with power and in harmony with the Bible. Such 
a union is demonstrably the only condition of per- 
fection for the individual or for society, and when 
it shall be rniiversally consummated, the Millen- 
nium will have come. 
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CHAPTER IL 

THE RELATION OF LOVE TO OTHER DUTIES. 

Having now seen what the Law of Love is, we 
LoTe In- need to see how it connects itself with spe- 
eifie dud!^. cific duties. Love is sometimes said to be 
the sum of all our duties, and that it does include 
them in some sense the Scriptures assert when they 
say that " Love is the fulfilling of the law." 

But how does love include other duties ? Is it 
by a process of generalization, as we group 
* a great number of individuals under the 
one term animal? So some think, making each 
virtue a part of love. Others say that a generaliza- 
tion so wide as to include under a single name and vir- 
tue all others, as justice, mercy, truth, temperance, 
etc., becomes indefinite and valueless ; and besides 
that we are conscious of other moral ideas, and of 
judging immediately and intuitively under them in 
a way to preclude this view. Thus it is said that 
we are immediately conscious of obligation to tell 
the truth without conscious or actual reference to 
any law of love. 

This difficulty we obviate by observing the rela- 
tion of primitive ideas to our subsequent thinking. 
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As we have seen, moral action implies the activity 
of each of the three great departments of Duneuity 
our nature, the Intellect, the Sensibility, «»>^***«»- 
and the Will, and each of these Aimishes an ultimate 
idea always involved in such action. From the in- 
tellect, in the form of reason pure, we have the idea 
of existence, from the sensibility that of good, and 
from the will that of freedom. 

In the department of intellect we have as the 
condition of all other ideas, whether intui- in inteuect 

, . ft oonditionft] 

tional or from experience, the idea of ex- ide». 
istence. We then have, not as generalized from it, 
but as conditioned and regulated by it, the idea, let 
us say, of our personal identity. Involved in this 
are the two ideas of existence and of time, and 
wherever the idea of personal identity goes that of ex- 
istence and of time must go with it. It can no more 
outrun or transcend them than the shadow can out- 
run its substance, and yet it has a similar source as 
an idea of reason, and is, within its sphere, the 
basis of immediate and necessary judgments. This 
is true of other necessary ideas, as of causation 
and resemblance, all of which have their conditions 
and subordinations. 

And the same is true of moral ideas. The char- 
acteristic of these is that they presuppose a condi- 

,, ^ . .^n tional ideft 

a person capable or acting with reference in morals. 
to an end that includes a good. They all imply 
freedom, and a good in some sensibility to be en- 
joyed. It is the idea, necessarily affirmed, of 
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obligation to choose and impartially promote this 
good that holds the same place among moral ideas 
that the idea of existence does among those of pure 
reason. 

The idea of existence is awakened by the first 
object we know, and enters unchanged into our 
conception of every new object till we reach that of 
an illimitable and infinitely diversified universe. 
This is by no generalization, no gathering of the 
many into one, but by the transfiision of the one 
idea into the many. The idea of existence as an 
idea cannot change, but our conception of actual 
and possible existence may be illimitably enlarged. 

So it is with the idea of good. It arises from 
This condi- the first normal activity of the sensibility, 

tionalidea . , . , "^ ,. . . / 

that of good, and travels with us as we discriminate its 
various kinds, just as we do the various kinds of 
existence, till we reach the conception of a perfect 
and absolute good for God and his creatures. Hav- 
ing thus the idea of good, and of obligation to love, 
that is, of the Law of Love, under that, we can then 
have the idea, let us say of justice, as conditioned 
upon the idea of that wider obUgation, and as al- 
ways carrying that with it. Entering into it as a 
conditioning idea, love will be so a part of justice 
that justice can never go counter to love, or to any 
other of the virtues, into all of which, as a part, 
love must thus, and equally, enter. As it is the 
presence of the idea of being that enables us to 
assert anything under the ideas of identity or re- 
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Bemblance, so it is the presence of good that enables 
us to assert any obligation under justice or truth. 

As in this sense under love, and partaking of it 
as conditioned upon it, there is room for ontiMhow 
any number of specific moral ideas, as of from io?#. 
justice, mercy, veracity, and for the affirmation of 
immediate obligation under them within their 
sphere, while yet that obligation will be limited by 
the conditioning idea that gave to each particular 
idea its leave to be. The idea of justice is a moral 
idea. It is an idea of a mode of action in which 
the interests of persons are involved. It is not the 
same as the idea of love or of benevolence, nor is 
it, as some have asserted, an attribute of benevo- 
lence. It is as independent of love as the idea of 
identity is of that of existence, but no more ; and 
the judgments under the one are as immediate as 
those under the other. Still its very existence and 
sphere are determined by the wider idea of good 
and of obligation to choose that ; and though jus- 
tice must do its " strange work," it will yet cease 
to be justice and become tyranny if it ceases to 
have its root in love and its limit from that. 

We thus find provision for that comprehensive- 
ness of love which is attributed to it in 

in- I 1 /» 1 • ConcluBion. 

the Scriptures, and also tor those imme- 
diate impulsions which arise in connection with 
specific moral ideas, but which are yet to be tested 
and limited by their relations to the wider law, - 
to that, indeed, which alone is absolute law 
8 
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CHAPTER IIL 

RECONCILIATION OF SYSTEMS. 

From the general views above given it is obvious 
how impossible it must be to construct a complete 
system of morals that is either wholly intuitional, 
or wholly teleological. Intuitional systems have 
their basis in the Moral Reason ; teleological sys- 
tems have their basis in the Sensibility ; but as the 
products of the Moral Reason are conditioned upon 
those of the Sensibility, it is clear that the ideas from 
each must be inseparably intertwined in any system. 
Failing to see that a theory of action for the whole 
man — the highest form of his activity, must be 
based on his whole nature, the advocates of the in- 
tuitional system have sought to construct a theory 
from the intellect alone. Finding the ideas of ob- 
ligation, right, justice, in their place as essential 
and ineradicable parts of our frame, they have not 
sufficiently noticed their dependence upon a Sensi- 
bility, and their nature as involving feehng. The 
advocates of teleological systems, on the other hand, 
have often, like Paley, and with the whole school of 
experience, either denied altogether or questioned 
the existence of moral intuitions, failing to see the 
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impossibility of morality at all without them. But 
if we admit on the one hand that a Sensibility, and 
its products in some form, are the necessary con- 
dition of moral ideas ; and on the other that there 
are moral ideas that are regulative in their sphere 
as those of the pure reason are in theirs, we have 
materials for a system in which the demands of the 
Reason and of the Sensibility are both met. The 
Will acting from the combined light and warmth of 
the two will have both impulse and guidance, and 
that circle of interdependence heretofore spoken of 
will be complete. 

It has been supposed that either goodness, or a 
good — holiness, or happiness — must be ultimate 
in a moral system. The truth is, each is ultimate. 
Goodness is wholly from the Will, and ultimate for 
that. It is the impartial choice of good, and can be 
goodness only from its relation to that. A good, 
on the other hand, is wholly from the Sensibility, 
and is ultimate for that. It can have no moral 
quality. When we say holy happiness, we simply 
mean happiness from , holiness. Goodness is good 
in itself — intrinsically so. It is worthy of appro- 
bation on its own account. It is the only thing 
that can be commanded or approved. A good, on 
the other hand, is a good in itself — intrinsically a 
good. It is valuable on its own account. It is the 
only thing that has intrinsic value, and all good 
things are good from their relation to this. We 
have thus an ultimate goodness, but possible only on 
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the condition of an ultimate good. It is the very 
choice of good by the Will that is immediately known 
as goodness. It is the blessedness accompanying this 
choice that is immediately known as a good, and the 
highest good. Thus is there from the very action 
of the will the highest form of sensibility. Thus 
do the Sensibility and the Will each contribute its 
equally independent and indispensable part to the 
one moral system. 

In what is said above, goodness is used as synony- 
mous with holiness. They are the same except 
that holiness indicates goodness, more especially in 
its aspect towards wickedness. 

Perhaps the relation of the ideas in question, to- 
Good knd gcther with the ambiguities of the word 
goodneas. good, as originating both from the Sensi- 
bility and the Will, may be illustrated thus : — 

Goodness. Grood. — A good man, as choosing 
good, and producing it volun- 



f Will I 

'• \ Sensibility ( 



Person = \ Sensibility j A. Good. Good.— A good apple, as pro- 
( ducing good involuntarily. 

Intellect Rational Ideas. 

When therefore the Scriptures say, " Acquaint 
now thyself with Him and be at peace : thereby 
good shall come unto thee ; " they must refer to a 
product of the Sensibility. When an eminent writer 
says, " I hold that there is an inherent and essen- 
tial distinction between good and evil, just as there 
is between truth and falsehood," ^ he must refer to 

1 Dr. McCosh, Pres, Beview, No. 63, p. 7. 
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a product of the Will, and can only mean that there 
18 an inherent and essential difference between 
goodness and wickedness. 

Moral Science must be based on the facts of our 
nature. Those facts no man has stated 

Botkr. 

more accurately than Bishop Butler, and 
the system contained in the present work is that 
which I suppose those facts, as stated by him, not 
only justify, but require. Butler stated facts, but 
framed no system for the reconciliation of those 
seemingly discrepant. No man asserted more 
strenuously than he the direct approval by con- 
science of certain actions irrespective of conse- 
quences. That he saw as a fact. And yet he 
says, "It may be allowed without any prejudice to 
the cause of virtue and religion, that our ideas of 
happiness and misery are of all our ideas the near- 
est and most important to us ; that they will, nay, 
if you please, that they ought to prevail over those 
of order, and beauty, and harmony, and proportion, 
if there should ever be, as it is impossible there 
ever should be, any inconsistence between them."^ 
This he saw as another fact, that is, he saw the ex- 
istence of an ought from this source that must domi- 
nate over all others, if conflict were possible. Again 
he says, " Though virtue, or moral rectitude does 
indeed consist in affection to and pursuit of what is 
right and good as such, yet when we sit down in 
a cool hour, we can neither justify to ourselves this, 
1 Sennon XI. 
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or any other pursuit till we are convinced that it 
will be for our happiness, or at least not contrary to 
it." ^ These facts involve the relation of virtue to 
happiness which has always been the insoluble 
point, or at least the chief point of division, in 
moral science. The facts Butler saw, but did not 
attempt to harmonize them into a system, and so, 
like all broad and fair-minded men thus situated, 
may be fairly claimed by opposing systems so long 
as the true system in which these must unite is not 
seen. Such a uniting system may be found, if we 
make the Sensibility a condition for moral ideas, 
and if we make a distinction between conscience as 
an impulse and as a law ; and I see no other way. 

In speaking of the relation of the Sensibility to 
the moral^ nature, we have hitherto re- ooodaa* 
garded it chiefly as conditional for tlie ac- Ji^^tobe 
tion of that nature. And from this view ■**''*****• 
of it, it will follow that the moral nature can never 
require the sacrifice of good as a whole. Good is the 
product of the Sensibility, the ultimate idea having its 
origin in that. If there be nothing good in itself, 
there can be no ultimate choice, no supreme end, 
and no obhgation. Good being thus the occasion on 
which obligation is affirmed, it is absurd to say that 
there can be obligation to obey a law when the 
result of obedience, as Buch^ would be misery ; and 
no one can rationally encounter misery in any form 
except on the faith of an ultimate good. 
1 Sermon XI. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OTHSB RELATIONS OP THE SENSIBILITY TO THB 
MORAL NATURE. 

But the Sensibility has other relations to the 
moral nature, besides being a condition for its ac- 
tion, and no theory of morals can be complete if 
these are not understood. 

And first there is a sensibility originating in the 
activity of the moral nature itself, and, as g^ngn^^y 
it seems to us, inseparable firom that ac- Sjf^SSSa ^ 
tivity. The moral nature would cease to °'*"^ 
be what it is if the fiilfiUment of obligation were fol- 
lowed by no complacency, and its violation by no 
remorse or sense of degradation. It is through this 
form and kind of sensibility that we are capable of 
our highest enjoyment and suffering, that indeed 
which belongs to us as moral beings. Being thus 
the necessary product of our natures in its modes 
of voluntary activity, and not directly dependent on 
the will of another, the enjoyment and suffering 
coming thus are not properly reward and punish- 
ment. They are not a bestowment or infliction, 
but a part of our being in its necessary action as so 
constituted. It is this relation of a sensibility thus 
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originated that gives to the individual his indepen- 
dence of external circumstances, and that lays fully 
upon him the responsibility for his own essential 
well-being. 

But besides the sensibility thus inherent in a 
Sensibility moral nature, and dependent directly upon 
•oorcei. choice without volition even, there is also 
a sensibility in a great variety of forms from other 
sources than the moral nature, and for the gratifica- 
tion of which most actions are done. From this 
both good and evil may come to us through our own 
voluntary actions, through the actions of others, or 
through dispensations of Providence over which we 
have no control. As it is not within this sphere 
that our supreme end lies, and as those only are 
moral acts which respect the supreme end, we are 
under no obligation to have any particular amount 
or kind of good from it, and if this alone be in ques- 
tion, are free to choose or reject, to exert ourselves 
or not with reference to it. 

Any sensibility not from the moral nature may 
This last become its adjuvant. Its impulsions and 

may aid or ,, . . . . ■, . i >• . 

eoDfliet with soucitations may oomcide with the reqmre- 

the moral *' * 

nature. mcuts of the M(H*al Law, and the momen- 
tum of joyfVd activity may be thus increased. Any 
such sensibihty may also be used to tempt or to force 
the will to act in opposition to moral law. Here is 
the double nature of man, and the ground of the 
conflict between the flesh and the spirit. He that 
consecrates himself to the obedience of moral law is 
of the spirit ; and he that gives himself up to the 
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control of any impulse or solicitation, or principle of 
action uncontrolled by moral law, is of the flesh. 

It is also only through a sensibility not from the 
moral nature that there can be reward intheaethe 

.... - sanctions of 

and punishment m any proper sense, and government, 
so government as distinguished from influence. 
Clearly there can be no government where there is 
no dependence on the will of another, and no fear 
from the action of that will in case of disobedience. 
To some it seenis low and mercenary to be iniflu- 
enced by this form of sensibility, but it cannot be low 
or mercenary to be influenced by that which alone 
can be the sanction of government, and which comes 
not alone, but as an expression of the approbation 
or disapprobation of a perfect moral governor. It 
cannot be low or mercenary to desire and seek for 
a good that is an end in itself, and that is so in- 
herent in a sensibility given by God as to be of its 
very essence when it is in right action. 

I will only add that where moral order reigns 
good from all forms of sensibility is distrib- ^^,^ 
uted according to character ; that though a Jif w^hSt^ 
man may be called to oppose for a time his *°^- 
moral convictions to all that he can suffer through 
natural sensibility, yet that this cannot be permanent 
under a righteous moral government ; and that the 
good of each is so a part of the whole that obligation 
on the part of any individual to sacrifice his own 
highest good for the sake of that whole is not only 
impossible, but, as impairing the very ground on 
which obligation is affirmed, is absurd. 
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LOVE AS A LAW. 



PREUMINABY STATEMENT. 

If we would conduct life by philosophy, it is not 
enough to know its law and its end. We must also 
know how to apply that law, and to reach that end. 
We need both parts of that perfect wisdom which it 
is the part of moral science to teach. Perfect wis- 
dom consists in the choice of the best ends, and of 
the best means to attain them. What belongs to 
the first part we have considered. Love is our 
general principle and primal wisdom ; but specific 
duties will depend on a knowledge of our nature 
and relations. If we are to direct forces, or to use 
instruments, we must know what those forces and 
instruments are. If there are in us different kinds 
of powers, or forms of activity, and so, possible forms 
of good, or if there are limitations within which 
the powers must act, these we need to know. 
Hence we proceed to a brief statement of the 
nature, relations, and limitations of our powers. 

Ist. The Powers. 
For the purposes of moral science the powers are 



Digitized by 



Google 



126 MORAL SCIENCE 

divided into those that are Goyebnino, and those 
that are Instrumental. 

The governing powers are those which ought to 
govern. They are those by which we elect and 
sanction ends, and through and in the activity of 
which we find ends beyond which there are no 
others. They are : — 

Moral Keason, including Conscience, 

The Moral Affections, and 

Self-love. 

By these the man ought to be governed, but in 
strictness the only governing power is the man 
himself, the inscrutable Person, the being who 
wills and acts. 

The Instrumental Powers are : — 

The Instincts, 

The Appetites, 

The Desires, and 

The Natural Affections. These indicate ends. 
To these we add 

The Intellect, in the light of which we apprehend 
and pursue ends. 

2d. The Formf qf Activity. 

Of each class of powers there are two forms of 
^^S^ activity, the spontaneous and the volun- 
JS^ tary. The spontaneous activities are the 
condition of those that are voluntary; 
through them we have a knowledge of ourselves ; 
they give impulse, and their action may become 
temptation. In its original and pure form sponta- 
neous action involves no responsibility. It is the 
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realm into whicli rational and * voluntary agency 
is put for its subjugation, direction, and culture. 
Voluntary activity is choice itself, and all action 
that is determined by choice. It is the condition 
of moral quality in acts, and of responsibility. 

There are also two forms of activity as related to 
good, giving us two forms of that. These soMeptt- 
are indicated by the words susceptibilities powera. 
and powers, that point to a distinction running 
through the whole frame, physical and mental. 

In our physical constitution there is a double set 
of nerves, like the double track of a railway ter- 
minating in a metropolis. In this, provision is 
made for action upon us from without inward, which 
terminates in sensation ; and for action by us from 
within outwards, which originates in voUtion. We 
are thus acted upon 'and we act ; we receive and 
we give. We receive first and as a condition of 
giving, and there is good in that ; but it is higher 
and more blessed to give than to receive. 

In the upward movement of forces in the uni- 
verse as conditioning and conditioned those q,^„ and 
below simply give. They are wholly for '•^^• 
the sake of those above till we come to organization. 
In all organization the action is circular. While 
the higher is built up by the lower, and is sustained 
by it, as the brain by the stomach, it yet reacts 
upon that lower, and becomes in its turn essential 
to that. Any action here, however, from the higher 
to the lower is simply to sustain the lower in its 
place and ftmction as tributary, never to elevate it 
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out of that place. * But when we reach society re- 
garded as organic^ and which an organic body 
typifies, the object of action from above is to ele- 
vate the lower to an equality with the higher. 
This may be done selfishly from a perception of the 
inseparable connection in the divine economy of the 
welfare of the two ; or it may be done benevolently, 
and only for the sake of the lower. This is the 
highest and most blessed form of giving. So God 
gives. 

Through both these forms of activity there are 
Pleasure eujoymcnt and growth. Through both 
"^^y>7' a distinct form of good. Through the 
susceptibilities, the passivities, the movement fronj 
without inward, we have pleasure; through the 
activities, the choices, the volitions, the movement 
from within outward, we Rave joy, happiness, 
blessedness. And as these forms of good are 
different in their origin, so are they in their 
quality. By the one we are allied to the animals, 
by the other to the angels. For the one we are 
dependent upon circumstances, for the other upon 
choice. 

It is in this division of our nature and of the 
Two direo- forms of good that we find the ground of 
fccfciTity. the two great directions of human activity. 
The prevalent tendency in men is to remain in in- 
dolent passivity, enjoying the good there is in im- 
pressions from without, or, if they act, doing so for 
the sake of those impressions. TWs, with such sur- 
roundings as may be imagined, would give a Mo- 
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tiammedan Paradise. But it is possible for man to 
subordinate all passive impressions, and all pleasure 
from them, to some form of the activities. It is 
possible for him to do this in building up the spirit 
in greater eflSciency in holy activity. In this, with 
its appropriate conditions and surroundings, is the 
essential idea of the Christian heaven. 

We have spontaneous and voluntary activity; 
we have susceptibilities and powers. From some 
form and combination of these the good of man 
must come. Shall they act promiscuously, or is 
there provision made for subordination and order ? 
This leads us to consider — 

8(2. The Law of Limitation. 

The basis for such a law is found in that relation 
offerees and of fiiculties as conditioning and con- 
ditioned which gives its unity to the universe, which 
is always perfectly regarded in nature, and without 
regard to which by man there can be in his life no 
harmony. Of this law, which is more fully ex- 
plained in the Third Lecture on Moral Science, 
only an outline can be. given here. 

The great forces of inorganic matter are three : — 
• 1. Gravitation. 

2. Cohesion. 

3. Chemical Affinity. 

The forms of life, a higher form of force, are 
three : — 
1. Vegetable Life. 
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2. Animal Life. 

3. Rational Life. This brings us to man. In 
studying him we find that the great divisions of the 
body, according to its functions, are three : — 

1. Those for building and repairing. 

2. Those for support and locomotion. 

3. Those for sensation and volition. 

The great divisions and Ainctions of the mind 
are three : — 

1. Intellect. 

2. Feeling. 

3. Will. 

This gives us four groups, and their relation will 
be best seen if we arrange them in two, thus, put- 
ting those below which are lower : — 

Rational Life, Will, 

Animal Life, Sensibility, 

Vegetable Life, Intellect, 

Chemical Afi&nity, , Sensation and Volition, 

Cohesion, Support and Locomotion, 

Gravitation, Building and Repairing. 

In the first double group we have general forces ; 
in the second we have man ; but in each the lower 
is a condition for the higher, and this gives us the 
rank not only of the forces but of their products. 
In all cases a force, or faculty, or product is lower 
than another when it is a condition for it. From 
this the law of limitation is deduced, which is, that 
no force or feculty may act beyond the point where 
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it ceases to be a condition for the best action of 
that which it conditions, and which is thus above it. 
This law will hold till we reach the action of the 
highest power, which, not being the condition for 
anything above it, has no limit except the capacity 
of that power. 

From the above law we may readily deduce both 
the natural and the Christian law of self- Natural and 
denial. The natural law presupposes S!?!J?lSf- 
powers unimpaired, and requires no sup- ^•°**^ 
pression or limitation in the action of any power 
that would not interfere with the best action of 
some power above it. The Christian law pre- 
supposes moral evil, malady, derangement, but re- 
quires no suppression or limitation of action which 
would not interfere with the elimination of evil in 
ourselves or others, and the restoration of the 
powers to their normal condition. 

The above distinctions and divisions will be 
essentially involved in the following practical part ; 
and as they have not hitherto been distinctly in- 
corporated into our systems of morals,, an explicit 
statement of them seemed to be required* 
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LOVE AS A LAW DISTIN6T7ISHED FBOM THB LAW 
OF LOVE. 

Having considered the Law of Love and made 
the needful preliminary statements, we now proceed 
to love as a law. We inquire what love, working 
under the law of limitation, would require men to 
do. According to the Scriptures, ''Love is the 
fulfilling of the law." Hence the Law of Love and 
of obligation or duty are coincident. The reason is 
that love is that which the law requires, and with 
which, if love be perfect, it is satisfied. 

This is conceded, or at least not denied, by- wri- 
ters on morals ; and yet when specific duties are to 
be deduced, they either do it wholly firom the 
stand-point of conscience and not of love, or incon- 
sistently, from love out of regard to the Scriptural 
law. But accepting the Scriptural doctrine, be- 
lieving that the Law of Love covers the domain of 
morals, we proceed t(t inquire what that law re- 
quires. 

This inquiry it will be observed is wholly deduc- 
tive. In all inquiries respecting duties except the 
highest, there are two orders of questions: The 
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first asks, What ought to be done ? The second. 
How ought it to be done ? To the broadest pos- 
sible " What ? " on this subject, but one answer can 
be given. " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and thy neighbor as thyself." 
This is the law of love. As a spiritual act, it is 
the primal wisdom, and, corresponding to it there is 
no " How ? " No one can explain to another how to 
love, because the love is a primitive act, and no 
means can intervene. 

Thus regarded love is an act and a choice, and 
as rational must itself have a motive. LoTewwi 
There must be a reason on the ground motiT*. 
of which love may be demanded by the con-» 
science. That reason, as we have seen, is the 
worth of being, or its capacity of good and evil. 
But the act having been done, the generic choice 
having been made, love becomes a motive in all sub- 
sequent acts. The first and great question is. What 
does the law demand ? To this the I'eply is. Love. 
The second question is. What does Love demand ? 
And to every " What ? " here, there is a " How ? " 
Or, if we please, all questions of this order may be 
comprised in one, — How shall the demands of love 
be carried out ? 

It is in morals as in astronomy. In that we first 
find the law, and then apply it. The law being 
given, we inquire at what time the sun and moon 
oughi, to be in such relation as to produce an eclipse. 
This inquiry is of a diflFerent order from those which 
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i it for their object to find the law, or the rca- 

of it. If we suppose, with Kepler, each 
et to be accompanied by an angel, whose busi- 

it is to see that its radius vector shall describe 
1 areas in equal times, all the inquiries and 
ts of the angel might have relation solely to 

result ; but without understanding both the 
and the reasons of it, he could know nothing 
le philosophy of the heavens, 
ailing to distinguish, at this point, as most have 
■ done, between love as an act demanded by 
tion. the conscience and itself requiring a mo- 

and love as the motive of subsequent sub- 
nate acts and demanding them, we fall into 
iision. In the one case we have the law 
ove ; in the other love as a law. In the 
case the main element of the love is choice ^ 
er than emotion. In the second the choice is 
ied, but emotion seems more prominent. In 
first the choice is hke the body of the sun, in 
f dark ; in the second it is like the same body 
I the elements of light and heat and 'beauty 
ered and floating around it. 
ver the subordinate inquiries arising under love 
jf as a law, the conscience must watch, de- 
S!" manding not only perfect uprightness and 
candor, but such painstaking in informing 
judgment as to secure that secondary wisdom 
;h more often bears the name, and by which 
1 See Bao. Sermon, 1864. 
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means are alapted to ends. But while the con- 
science must keep watch of the processes, the pro- 
cesses themselves are carried on by. the intellect. 
The great work of the conscience is done in an- 
swering the first question, and in holding the will 
in the form of choice up to a perfect correspond- 
ence with the law. Subsequently its work will be 
to bring subordinate choices and specific volitions 
into conformity with the generic choice, and in 
doing so, questions that will be relatively principal 
and subordinate, the " What? " and the " How ? " 
will constantly arise. 

Accepting then the law of love, we shall need to 
inquire, what in the several departments 
of duty does that law require, and how 
are tiiose requirements to be carried out? 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DUTIES. 

In answering the above questions, a classification 
of duties is needed. 

In this we shall be guided by that principle of sub- 
Prindpie of ordinatiou, on which the law of limitation 
tion. is based, as stated in the third of the 

Lectures on Moral Science. It is as true of 
duties as it is of forces, faculties, and enjoyments, 
that those are lower which are conditional for 
others. 

But are some duties conditional for others ? 
Piwt de- The condition of good work is a good in- 
to^, strument, of good fruit a good tree ; and 
of doing good to others, and glorifying God, a good 
man. 

Our first and lowest duty will then respect our 
dwn state, including both disposition and capacity. 
The first and imperative demand of love is, that we 
«ecure those conditions in ourselves, by which our 
power to do good will be the greatest. 

We thus reach our first class of duties under 
S'dutt^ the law of love. They are those which 
rgjwtoiir. respect ourselves. They respect either 
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our own %tate or condition ; and till we reach ab- 
solute perfection, will have for their object a change 
for the better in one or the other of these. They 
are not distinctively duties to ourselves, though 
involving all that has commonly been regarded as 
such ; but will include everything possible to en- 
able us to benefit others and glorify God. Hence 
they will be held as duties, not so much from regard 
to ourselves, as on other and higher grounds. 

The SECOND GLASS OF DUTIES are those to our 
fellow men. These will have for their ob- geeondciaMj 
ject, until they reach perfection, a change J2i*fcitow 
for the better, either in their state or condi- "*^ 
tion. 

That these are lower than our duties to God will 
probably be conceded, but are they condi- Theie«on- 
tional for them ? In a sense they are. 2ISXti2' 
Whatever may be said of an innate or ^^^^'^^^ 
connate idea of Go<i, and of duty to him as all-per- 
vasive, it is true that practically, and in a normal 
state, the parent would be known before God, and 
that God would be known through him. The sig- 
nificance of " Our Father which art in heaven," is 
reached only through a knowledge of what a 
father on earth is ; and our duties to the earthly, 
typify those to the heavenly Father, and prepare 
us for them. 

But besides this priority of time, and so a condi- 
tioning from the order in which the fisiculties are 
developed, iuties may be so related that one cannot 
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be consistently or acceptably performed except on 
the condition that another has been. One who de- 
frauds another may not bestow charity upon him. 
He must be just before he is generous. In the 
same way immediate duties to God so imply those 
to men, that a man is in no condition to do the 
former who has not done the latter. 

This requires attention. It is the essence of 
No reMgion supcrstition, and has been the curse of the 

without * 11 1 !• • 

morauty. raco, to frame somethmg called religion 
that could be gone through with formally, and be 
rested on for salvation, to the neglect of the love of 
man, and the duties irom that. Hence we need to 
emphasize the impossibility of religion without moral- 
ity. This the Scriptures do both in the Old Testa- 
ment and the New. " I," says God, " hate robbery 
for a burnt-offering." " When ye spread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from you, yea when 
ye make many prayers I will not hear ; your hands 
are ftiU of blood ; wash ye, make you clean, put 
away the evil of your doings from before mine 
eyes ; cease to do evil, learn to do well ; seek 
judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the father* 
less, plead for the widow." : '" If," says the Saviour, 
" thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there re- 
memberest that thy brother hath aught against 
thee, leave there thy gift before the altar and go 
thy way; fir%t be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift." " If a man say, I 
love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar. For 
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he who loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, 
how can he love God whom he hath not seen ? " 
This view cannot be too strongly enforced, and 
ought to enter into the substance of every treatise 
on duty. 

As prior then in time, and as prerequisite for ac- 
ceptable worship, our duties to our fellowmen are 
conditional for our duties to God. 

Our THIRD CLASS OF DUTIES will be those to- 
wards God. 

These are higher than any other because of their 
object, of the higher faculties involved, ThMeiMf; 
and because they imply all the others. God. 
If the love of man be first, as it would be in a child 
growing up normally, it will be conditional for that 
of God, which will follow as certainly as the fiill 
day follows the morning twilight ; but when once 
there is the love of God, it will be seen to include 
or imply the love of his creatures. As man now 
is, the true relation seems to be, when specific 
duties are required, the performance first of those 
toward man as a condition of the acceptable per- 
formance of those toward God. 

It will be remembered that in classifying physical 
forces as higher and lower, we begin vCUMiflo*- 
with that which is broadest, and at each ties as 

1 1 /» .I* bigl»«r Mid 

Step m our ascent comprehend fewer mdi- broader, 
iduals, till we reach man ; but in classifying duties 
we reverse the process ; we begin with that which 
is narrowest, and as we ascend reach thie broadest 
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and grandest generality, including not only our 
duties to all the creatures of Gcod with whom we 
are in relation, but to God himself. 



CLASS I. 

DUTIES TO OURSELVES. 

I. 

CLASSIFICATION. 

We now proceed to consider the fir%t class of. 
Conditions duties in detail. These will require that 
ttS^uttes we secure those conditions in ourselves by 
StooSfdS- which we can work most efficiently under 

tlestoother.. the laW of loVC. 

These conditions are : — 

1. That we secure our rights ; 

2. That we supply our wants ; and 

3. That we perfect our powers. 

Of these eslch in its order is conditional for the 
next, and they will include all that we need to do 
for our own good, and to enable us to do good to 
others. 

DIVISION L 

THE SECUBING OP CUB BIGHTS. 

We are to secure our rights so far as they may 
be a condition to our best working under the law 
of love. 

The only right that must be secured for the above 
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end is that to life. As long as there is life men 
may act under this law, in whatever condition they 
may be. Hence the right to life is more sacred 
than any other, and hence the right to defend it 
even by taking the life of another. God has en- 
dowed men with life, has placed them in their 
positions here, often with many others dependent 
upon them, has implanted within them an instinct 
of self-preservation, has made the life of each as 
sacred as that of any other, that security of life 
which the instinct guards is essential both to the 
well-being of society and of the individual, and if, 
with these interests in question, life is wrongfully 
assailed, it not only comes within the law of love to 
defend it by taking, if necessary, the life of another, 
but it is an imperative duty. God does not regard 
life as too sacred to be taken for the violation of 
natural law, and it is not only by a righteous moral 
law that life is taken in such cases, but by a natural 
law implanted in the constitution. 

The right to life must be defended to the utmost. 
Of the other great rights, as of liberty, property, and 
reputation, we may be deprived and still work under 
the law of love. These rights we are to secure as 
far as possible in compatibility with that law, 
but as no absolute rule can be laid down, and as 
the subject of rights will be treated further on, it is 
not necessary to speak of th^m more fully here. 
It is only to be said that at each point we are 
to yield or defend these rights as the law of love 
wisely interpreted may require. 
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DIVISION IL 

THE SUPPLY OP OUB WANTS. 

The second condition of our action under the 
law of love is the supply of our wants. 

By wants is here meant those things which are 
necessary for the well-being of the body and the 
mind. These and nothing beyond are essential to 
fiiU work under the law of love. To provide these 
requires toil, and this toil every one not incapacitated 
by feebleness or infirmity is bound either to undergo 
himself, or to pay others an equivalent for it. No 
duty is more strongly insisted on in the Scriptures 
than this. Not to perform it not only violates the 
first law of equity, but deprives us of all position 
and stand-point fi-om which to labor for others. 

DIVISION nL 

THE PERPECTING OP OUB POWERS. 

Having life and having our wants supplied, we 
are next to perfect our powers. This is the third 
duty to ourselves under the law of love. It is of 
much wider scope than those before treated of, but 
that the law of love requires it will be seen if we 
look at the ways in which we can minister to the 
good of others. 

These are three : — 
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1st. By putting forth our energies, physical and 
mental, directly to that end. Beiation of 

2d. By exerting over them an uncon- the^odof 
scious influence. 

3d. By awakening in them the joy of compla- 
cency. 

For each of these the one comprehensive con- 
dition and duty is our own perfection. ''Be .ye 
therefore perfect." How is this duty to be per- 
formed? 

CHAPTER I. 

PERFECTION AS RELATED TO DIRECT ACTION FOR 
others: of THE body: of the MIND. 

According to the views in the preliminary state- 
ment, the process in attaining this per- Perfection 
fectidn must be one of upbuilding. In ing. 
the language of the Scriptures, it must be an 
** edification." This gives us a point of departure 
and a method^ which the term " self-culture " does 
not. In this view the instrumental powers, the 
appetites, the desires and natural affections, and the 
intellect are given us that through them we may 
build up a perfect body and a perfect mind. These 
powers we can control in three ways. We can 
incite^ restrain^ and guide them, and these we are to 
do partly from the good there is from their own 
regulated activity, but chiefly as they are con- 
ditional for the moral and spiritual nature. Of that 
nature our perfection would require the fiillest pos- 
sible expansion and activity. 



Digitized by 



Google 



144 MORAL SCIENCE. 

In building ourselves up then so as to become 
Physical effective working powers, we begin with 

perfection ,,, tii- i 

fiwt. the body. Love would require us to seek 

physical perfection, because this would include 
strength^ heauty^ and grace^ and each of these would 
aid in the highest ministries of love. The more 
strength love has to wield, the more eflBcient it will 
be I the more it is clothed in beauty and in grace, 
the more satis&ction it will give. 

For the perfection of the body we are dependent 
To this end ou the appetites, the lowest of the instru- 

l»w of limit- 1 , . 1 1 

ation for mental powers over which we have con- 

theappo- ^ 

titea. trol. As lowcr, they are a condition for 

all that is above them, but their immediate object 
is the upbuilding and well-being of the body, and the 
continuance of the race. Through them we appro- 
priate such things as the body needs, and we have 
only to say that in doing this they are to be held 
strictly subject to the law of limitation. By their 
constitution they are in a measure self-regulating, 
but must always require rational control with ref- 
erence to their ends. They may be of any degree 
of strength, and be indulged to any extent up to 
the point where they cease to be in the best man- 
ner a condition for the activity of that which is 
above them. The stronger they are the better, if 
their action be for the strength, beauty, and grace 
of the body, and for the upbuilding of the intellec- 
tual and moral powers ; and all pleasure through 
them that is incidental to such upbuilding, or even 
compatible with it, is legitimate. 
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From the varying relations of the appetites, more 
precise rules for their regulation cannot be laid 
down. 

' As, however, the evils from the appetites are so 
great, we may not pass them without D*ngOTfrom 
notice. The first great danger from the »i^- 
natural appetites is, that men will find in the good 
from them their supreme end. This multitudes do. 
Such are sensualists; for the character is always 
determined by that in which the supreme end is 
found. Such persons may wallow in gross sen- 
suality, or seek their gratifications in a refined and 
fashionable way, but they will belong to the sty 
of Epicurus, will live unworthily, and will die and 
be forgotten, leaving the world no better for their 
having lived in it. 

The second great danger from these appetites, is 
that those who have higher aims will be constantly 
allured and seduced by them, so that the whole 
tone of their life will be lowered. Those are few 
to whom some soil from sensuality does not cling. 
" Fleshly lusts " not only injure the body, but 
" war against the soul." 

The third danger from the appetites is in the for- 
mation of those that are artificial. These have noth- 
ing to do with upbuilding, as the substances on 
which they fix are all poison and incapable of being 
assimilated. The pleasure from them terminates 
in itself; the tendency to increase the amount of 
the stimulus is strong ; the nervous system is im- 

10 
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paired by them ; habits are formed which hold 
men in fearful bondage, and it may be questioned 
whether the best state of the moral powers and 
the highest spiritual exercises are compatible with 
habitual stimulation, either alcoholic or narcotic. 
If God had judged it best that man should have an 
appetite for these substances, doubtless He would 
have implanted it. 

Held in their proper place, the appetites are pro- 
ductive only of good ; but looking at the history or 
at the present state of man, we find the amount of 
misery and degradation from abuse of the natural 
appetites, and from artificial ones which are them- 
selves an abuse, to be appalling beyond description. 
Of the great corruption of the heathen, one of the 
most prominent forms is sensuality, their very re- 
ligion being often but a deification of this. Of coun- 
tries nominally Christian, especially in their great 
cities, the corruption is unutterable, and seldom, if 
ever, has Christianity so pervaded a community as to 
lift them wholly out of this slough. Hence we 
raise a warning cry at this point. Hence a right 
training of the young must involve a control by 
them of their appetites, since a failure here is a 
failure in all that is above them. 

But while the proximate object of the appetites 
Appetites is the perfection of the body, they alone 
jient. are not sufficient for that. For its highest 

strength, beauty, and grace, there are needed in 
addition health and physical training. 
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1. Health. This is to the body what virtue is 
to the soul, its normal state, its good ; and 

/»!• •• 11 1 Health. 

for this, attention is needed, not only to 
the appetites, but to air, exercise, sleep, and cloth- 
ing. The care of health through these is a duty, 
not only from the consequences to ourselves of its 
failure, but because the power of love would thus 
be paralyzed, and instead of aiding others we should 
become a tax upon their energies, if not a burden. 
Needless ill-health in its myriad forms is an incubus 
upon society ; and, though it may seem harsh to 
call it so, it is, as a violation of the law of love, a 
crime. 

This whole subject is not as yet brought as it 
should be within the domain of the conscience. 
ITie consequences of neglecting the laws of health, 
of imprudence, and excess, are constantly attributed 
to a mysterious Providence. They have the same 
relation to Providence as typhoid fever in the filthy 
wards of a city. They are visitations under Prov- 
idence rendered necessary by the neglect and folly 
of man. 

2. Physical training. Health alone will not secure 
perfection of form or of power, Espe- physical 
cially will it not secure grace, which is *'**^"8* 
higher than beauty, and is expressed chiefly 
through motion. Hence the need of physical 
training. 

The true subject of education is man in the unity 
o{ soul and body. If either factor be neglected, 



Digitized by 



Google 



148 MORAL SCIENCE. 

the highest results cannot be reached. Hence a 
well regulated system of physical culture is not only 
a legitimate part of education, especially of a liberal 
education, but it is demanded. In this we have de- 
clined from the wisdom of the ancients. 
j Physical training may be carried too far ; it may 
Physical become an end. Not subordinated to a 
t^^^* higher culture, or out of proportion, it is 
guarded. ^ deformity and a nuisance. It also needs 
to be guarded against an ambition to perform diffi- 
cult and dangerous feats. If it can be guarded at 
these two points, it must become an essential ele- 
ment in our system of education. 

Strength, beauty, grace, — these are the fruits of 
physical training and health. Of these 
strength is put forth solely under the di- 
rection of will, and its exertion for others may im- 
pose obligation. Beauty and grace, on the other 
hand, produce their effects without our direct voli- 
tion. They are as an emanation, a fragrance, a 
soft green, which we admire and enjoy without feel- 
ing obligation. 

Are we then under obligation even with regard 
to the body, to seek not only strength to be used by 
will for the good of others, but also those perfec- 
tions and accomplishments even which may become 
a source of pleasure when contemplated by them ? 
Yes, even though they are so often sought and dis- 
played from vanity. By all means let beauty be 
sought ; beauty of person, and even of dress. This 
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Dature teaches. The flowers are not sunply becom- 
'ng^ they are beautiful. Nor do the Scriptures 
forbid it. The Apostle Peter, with his quiet and 
solemn eye, does- not condemn outward adorning 
except as in antagonism to the higher " ornament 
of a meek and quiet spirit ; " " the plaiting of 
hair," and " wearing of gold," and " putting on of 
apparel," are not to be t?ie adorning. Rightly sub- 
ordinated they may have their place, but are as 
notliing when compared with the " hidden man of 
the heart, which is in the sight of God of great 
price." 

Let grace be cultivated. That costs nothing. 
But let nothing be done from self as central. Let 
it be in sympathy with the tendency of every or- 
ganizing and vital force in nature towards perfec- 
tion, and as putting us in harmony with the 
" Kosmos." Above all let it be for others. If 
vanity could but be exorcised by love, accomplish- 
ments would at once fell into their place and be- 
come admirable. The taint which attaches to them, 
as in the service of vanity and egotism, would be 
removed, and the social questions which arise 
concerning them would be easily settled. 

But if we are to seek a perfect body, perfection 
much more a perfect mind. **' °**°*** 

Here again there must be upbuilding. Love 
being presup{)osed, its first business will be to put 
and hold in its place each of the instrumental 
powera. 
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Of these the desires are to the mind what the 
Law of lim- appetites are to the body. They are nat- 
thedesiree. ural and necessary principles of action, 
having no moral character in themselves, but re- 
quiring control. Like the appetites they are to be 
governed, not on the principle of repression, but 
by being made to minister to something higher. 
Let the desire of life, and of property, and of knowl- 
edge, and of power, and of esteem, have their full 
scope, provided they violate no right of others, and 
that what they appropriate is used in the service of 
the affections, and under the guidance of conscience. 

But here, as in the appetites, we must draw atten- 
Bangen tiou to the fiTcat danger there is ifrom 

from the . ^, , ^ 

desires. perversiou and abuse. 

And here, also, the first danger is that the object 
of some one of the desires will be adopted as the 
supreme end. 

In this case the character formed, and the re- 
sults, are very different jfrom those when the ap- 
petites are thus adopted. The appetites have a 
natural limit. They are satisfied, and cease their 
craving; excess in them ultimately and speedily 
debilitates both body and mind ; the sphere of the 
sensualist is narrow ; he dies and is forgotten. But 
the desires have no natural limit. " They grow by 
what they feed on," and are all absorbing. Hence 
we have the poltroon when we should have the 
martyr ; we have the miser, emaciated and cowering 
over his gold ; we have the pale student outwatch- 
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ing the stars ; we have the conqueror desolating 
continents, and the shifting devotee of public opin- 
ion. These fill the world with their deeds. They 
trample on appetite, and may seem nobler than its 
slaves, but are equally in bondage, and some of 
them beyond comparison more mischievous. 

And here it may be well to state what that is in 
which the selfishness, and idolatry too, of seifuhness 
the race consist. It is in adopting as their w*****^***^* 
supreme end the good there is from the activity of 
some lower part of their nature. This is selfish- 
ness. Its primary form is not that 'of enmity to 
God, or to any one else. There is no conscious 
malignity. It disclaims this when imputed to it, 
and says, " Is thy servant a dog that he should do 
this thing?" Not interfered with, it is good-na- 
tured, perhaps cultivated and elegant. But let any 
one, even God, come between it and the end made 
supreme, and it becomes aversion, enmity, bitter 
and uncompromising rebellion. In such cases, the 
form varying with the appetite or desii*e, and scope 
being given, there is no form of deception, and no 
extent or refinement rf cruelty to which a people 
civilized, and cultivated through art, will not go. 

This, too, is idolatry. It is the true idolatry of 
tJie race, which has always found symbols to rep* 
resent that which they have made their supreme 
end, and who have really worshipped their own sel- 
fish passions as reflected in those symbols. 

It need only be added that those who have chosen 
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Iiigher ends are in constant danger through inor- 
dinate desire, even more than through inordinate 
appetite. 

After the desires, the affections will require at- 
rheaflfeo- tention by one who would perfect himself 
n^i'^t as an agent for doing good. The affec- 
^^^^' tions are Natural and Moral. The differ- 
ence between these is, that the moral affections are 
consequent upon acts of will or choice, and derive 
their character from the character of these acts. 
The natural affections are found in us acting spon- 
taneously, like the desires. 

For the most part the natural affections do not 
require repression. They rather need culture, and 
under that are capable of expanding into great 
beauty. Nor is there from them such danger of 
abuse that attention need be drawn to it here. It 
is sufficient to say that they are to be developed 
under the law of limitation. 

The Intel- ^^ ^^^ instrumental powers it only re- 
^^' mains to speak of the Intellect. 

The necessity of training, and if possible, per- 
fecting the Intellect if a man would do much for 
his own good or that of others, is admitted. To 
this every seminary of learning testifies. Its rela- 
tive importance is doubtless overestimated, since 
education has come to mean chiefly the training of 
the intellect. 

The general statement here is that the law of 
love requires that every talent and means of in- 
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fluence, whether general or professional, should be 
cultivated to the utmost. 

Does an artisan fail, as in making a steam boiler, 
to provide in the best way for the safety and com- 
fort of the community ; is a physician ignorant of 
the right remedy, or a lawyer of the precedent on 
which his case turns; does the clergyman lack 
quickening and persuasive power ; each is con- 
demned by the law of love, and responsible for the 
consequences if the failure could have been avoided. 
There may be faithfulness at the moment, — at the 
bedside, in the court-room, in immediate prepara- 
tion for the pulpit — but the failure and guilt may 
lie far back in the indolent self-indulgence and dis- 
sipation of the years of preparatory study. 

We now pass to the Governing Powers. It is one 
tiling for a person to improve his instru- QoTerning 
mental powers, as he might his knife or ^**''*^- 
his reaper, and another to improve those which are 
more distinctively himself. It is in these that we 
find the worth and dignity of man, in these the 
image of God. In these is the germ of immortality ; 
in these the seat of spiritual conflict. 

For the education of these powers there are no 
institutions except those of Christianity. f,nprove- 
The Church with its Bible, and ministry, SSJj^w- 
and the Spirit of God pervading all, is "^ 
God's institution for the education of these powerS; 
and training them up into the likeness of Christ, 
and so of God. Nor would human institutions be 
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of any avail. Improvement here must begin in the 
Will itself, by its submitting itself to the laws 
of reason and of conscience, and opening the 
whole man to every high and holy influence 
which God may bring to bear upon him. All 
powers are to be improved, and these no less 
than others, by their being exercised in the sphere 
and under the conditions appointed for them by 
God. So only. But the sphere of these powers is 
to rule. Hence they can be improved only as they 
are permitted to be active in ruUng. But that 
they should do this nothing can secure but that 
ultimate act of choice which determines character, 
and which lies beyond the reach of all institutions 
and external appliances. If these powers be held 
in abeyance, their place being usurped by appetite 
or desire in the form of passion, they will be dwarfed 
and perverted, and will manifest themselves in 
every form of superstition and fanaticism. 

Such is the sphere of the governing powers. He 
who would cultivate them must permit them to 
govern, and to govern uniformly. So shall they 
gain strength, and so shall he walk in increasing 
light until " the perfect day." 

But the conditions under which these powers are 
Conditions ^^ act, and the helps offered, require to be 
and helps. tuQwu uo loss than their sphere. These 
cannot here be treated of at large, but I desire to 
advert to the subject of immediate divine aid, be- 
cause that is so generally regarded as alien to phi- 
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losophy. It IS not so, for the whole philosophy of 
upbuilding would lead us to anticipate that man in 
his highest powers would be connected with that 
which is still higher. And in this it is accordant 
with the voice of heathen antiquity, and of the 
Scriptures. Always men have spoken of the voice 
of God within them, and the Scriptures speak of 
the " light that lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world." The expressions vary, but the 
import is that there is a direct access of the Spirit 
of God to the spirit of man, both for illumination 
and quickening. For the reception of these the 
Moral Reason is adapted as the flower is adapted to 
receive the light and warmth of the sun, and no 
symbol could be more beautiftJ than that of the 
flower that turns itself to the sun and follows it in 
its course. 

But are we not here in danger of mysticism ? 
Yes; but only as we are in danger of 

, •' '^ Dangers. 

conflagration from the use of fire. Let us 
be cautious and encourage no mysticism. Let us 
also be cautious and neither ignore nor quench any 
light offered us by God. This is a vital question in 
our upbuilding. I hold that thiSs communication 
and aid are in strict accordance with philosophy, 
and my conviction is that whoever attempts perfect- 
ing his directive powers without prayer, and open- 
ing his mind, by putting away wickedness, to the 
Illuminating and quickening influences of the Spirit 
of God, will fail of success. 
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It is only by thus building up himself through the 
whole range of his faculties, that man can reach 
the highest efficiency when he would put forth 
direct acts of will in the service of love. 



CHAPTER n. 

PERFECTION AS RELATED TO UNCONSCIOUS INFLUENCE. 

The second mode of doing good to others is by 
unconscious influence or example. 

This, in its highest degree, requires perfection not 
so much of the powers, as in their control and mode 
of action. No lower power may act beyond the 
point at which it becomes a condition for the action 
of a higher. The appetite for food or drink may 
not be so indulged as to prevent the fullest activity 
of the desire of knowledge or of power. The desire 
of power may not become so engrossing as to dwarf 
the affections or stifle any claim of justice or of 
right. Napoleon cared nothing for appetite, but 
was gluttonous of power. When a man chooses the 
object of any lower power for his supreme end, that 
determines his character, his energies are directed 
to that, his development is around it, and he be- 
comes unsymmetrical, as a tree whose upward sap 
is arrested and expands it into a deformity. This 
most men do. They lack the controlling and 
directive power needed to keep the faculties in 
subordination, and even if they choose the highest 
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end are long in bringing moral symmetrj'' into their 
lives. Only when this is done are they in a con- 
dition to exert the highest unconscious influence 
over others, and when this is done, this influence is 
more eflScient than any other. 

The direct power of man over nature is shght 
compared with that which he gains through her own 
forces. The same is true of society. As God in- 
tended man to be a social being. He implanted in 
him those principles by which he may have a com- 
mon life, and through which that life may be reached 
-ind modified throughout a nation, and for ages. 
Among these principles is that sympathy and un- 
conscious imitation by which families and nations 
are assimilated, and to reach, as it may be done, the 
common life through this is the sublimest work of 
man. 

It is in early life that this imconscious imitation 
is most operative. Every child is a Chinese. Give 
him a cracked saucer for a model, and he will make 
a cracked set. The child needs formal teaching by 
words, but his principles are formed and pmctical 
habits moulded chiefly by that action of those 
around him which expresses their inner Kfe. From 
this there is a subtle and pervasive influence that 
no direct teaching can counteract. It is thus that 
famiUes, neighborhoods, sections of country are 
reached and assimilated, and to this all contribute. 
It is through this that great men, men great in 
character and action, reach their highest influence. 
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They are simply set in the flrmament of the past, 
and Bhine, 

Doubtless the power of a book, of the word spoken, 
of mere teaching, is great, but this silent shining 
addresses diflFerent principles, and under diflFerent 
conditions. Power is from the inner life in its in- 
tegrity, and this is most perfectly and certainly 
revealed by action. Hence "Example is better 
than precept." The word not weighted from the 
life soimds hollow. Hence the folly as well as guilt 
of attempting to substitute anything for that thor- 
ough sincerity of character from which alone good 
influences can legitimately flow. 

We here find a special danger to preachers, and 
to all who teach professionally or formally. They 
are tempted to "say and do not." There is no 
surer way to destroy self-respect and bring such 
teachings into contempt. Against such teachers 
the Bible denounces its heaviest woes. "Woe 
unto you Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye 
devour widows' houses, and for a pretense make 
long prayers : therefore ye shall receive the greater 
damnation." 

CHAPTER HI. 

PEBFECTION AS BELATED TO COMPLACENCY. 

The third way of benefiting others through a 
«are for our own state, is by awakening in them the 
joy of complacency. 
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Under the former head we regarded man as 
actire, with powers to be addressed ; under this we 
regard him as having susceptibilities. Our object 
then was action, character ; it is now enjojment. 

The highest susceptibilities are moral, and it is 
from manifestations of moral character that we 
have our highest enjoyment through the susceptibili- 
ties. Through these we have the love of compla- 
cency, the sense of moral beauty and grandeur, 
esteem, veneration, and the emotions which, in 
their highest form, become worship. 

For the susceptibility to natural beauty and 
grandeur God has provided. Nature is foil of ob- 
jects that correspond to this ; it is among our 
purest and best sources of enjoyment, and is the 
forerunner and type of the higher enjoyment from 
the beauty of holiness. But the moral susceptibiU- 
ties can be awakened only by character. For these 
the great provision is in God himself, whose charac- 
ter is perfect ; but aside from this, these susceptibili- 
ties may be drawn out in high activity by human 
character. If all people were to reflect the image 
of Christ in their radical character, the ideals of 
literature and art, or rather something more beau- 
tifol and better, would live and act before us, and 
no one can estimate the enhanced joy "from moral 
beauty. 

It is an office of Love to increase material beauty. 
She smiles upon the marriage of taste with industry. 
She would esteem it a crime to mar nature ; she 
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would, if possible, restore the beauty of Eden. 
How much more then must Love feel under obliga- 
tion to increase moral beauty ; how much more a 
crime to diminish it. In a community whose moral 
nature is developed, high moral character is the 
purest, the best, the amplest contribution to mere 
enjoyment that can be made. It is better than 
pictures or statues or landscape gardens. Such a 
contribution every man can make by attending to 
liis own state, and it is among the more imperative 
obligations of Love to do this. 

That this end of love would be most folly 
reached by our perfection, is too plain to- need 
enforcement. Everywhere the highest complacency 
demands perfection. 

CHAPTER IV. 

PERFECTION AS BELATED TO THE OLOBT OF GOD. 

We have thus seen that our own perfection is 
a condition of our best ministrations to others in 
each of the three ways in which it is possible for 
us to minister to them^ and that love would there- 
fore oblige us to seek that perfection. We are also 
under obligation to seek it, because it is a condition 
of our most fully glorifying God. 

God is glorified by the manifestation of his per- 
fections. In the products of his wisdom and power 
He is glorified, as they are seen to be perfect. He 



Digitized by 



Google 



DUTIES TO OURSELVES. 161 

is more glorified as He himself is seen to be perfect 
in his moral character and government, and as He 
is loved and obeyed by creatures made in his image. 
This love and obedience are the sum of human duty : 
they are perfection. They are also the glorifying 
of God, and, it may be added, the enjoying of Him. 
That God should be glorified by us voluntarily, and 
enjoyed in any other way, we cannot conceive. In 
this view of it, therefore, perfection can hardly be 
said to be a condition of glorifying God. It is the 
glorifying of Him. 



CHAPTER V. 

PERFECTION AS RELATED TO 8ELP-LOVB. 

From the above it appears that love to others and 
to God would require us to seek our own perfection. 
But this is just what would be required by a reason- 
able self-love, and is there no place for that ? Yes ; 
and we here reach the point, not only of the recon- 
ciliation of self-love with benevolence, but of their 
convergence. Self-love is legitimate. Our own good 
is of intrinsic value, and we are especially bound 
to care for it as it is that part of the universal 
good which is more especially intrusted to us. God 
cares for it, and why not we ? In doing this we 
have reason to believe that we not only work with 
Him for our own good, but as He himself works. 
" From hence, also, it is evident," says Edwards, in 
11 
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his *' Treatise on the Nature of Virtue," " that the 
divine virtue, or the virtue of the divine mind, must 
consist principally in love to himself." If this be 
correct, our virtue will consist in some degree in 
love to ourselves. While, therefore, we allow self- 
love a place in prompting eflTorts for our own per- 
fection, it is a subordinate one. 

It is worthy of notice that it is no part of the 
divine law, as directly expressed, that we love our- 
selves. It is simply implied in the command to 
love our neighbor as ourselves. The reason 
doubtless is the deep harmony there is between 
loving God and our neighbor and loving ourselves. 
So perfectly coincident are they as reciprocally re- 
sulting, both and equally, from perfect powers act- 
ing rightly, that if we love God and our neighbor 
we do the very thing that self-love would require, 
and there is no need of enforcing a further law. 
To love God and our neighbor is the best way of 
loving ourselves. 

CHAPTER VL 

HABITS. 

In speaking of individual upbuilding and perfec- 
tion, the subject of habits may not be omitted. 

Habits presuppose original faculties and suscep- 
Habiti, ac- tibilities by which acts are done and im- 
pawive. pressions are received independently of 
habit. They are formed by repeated voluntary 
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action of the powers, and by repeated impressions 
on the sensibiUty. No man, therefore, is bom with 
habits, but every one has a tendency to form them ; 
and, according to the distinction just made, they 
will be either active or passive. 

Active habits are formed by the repetition of 
voluntary acts. It is an ultimate fact in ^^^^ 
our constitution, that repetition, practice, **•***"• 
use, produces, always facility in doing the acts re- 
peated, and sometimes, in addition, a tendency to 
do them. Facility and tendency, — these are the 
results of acts voluntarily repeated, which required 
at first careful attention and painful effort. Both 
facility and tendency are spoken of as the result of 
habit, but they need to be distinguished ; and we 
also need to distinguish a tendency to do a thing in 
a particular manner, from a tendency to do it at all. 
By repetition one gains facility in writing his name, 
and a tendency, if he write it at all, to do so in a par- 
ticular way ; but he does not gain a tendency to 
write his name. For doing that a rational motive 
is required. The same may be said of all acquired 
skill. This is gained by the repetition of acts 
giving facility, and a tendency to do the thing in a 
particular manner. But in some cases a step fiirther 
is taken, and a tendency is acquired to do the thing 
itself. This may go so far that habitual action may 
seem automatic, and not only not to be from the 
will, but to be in opposition to it. It is this ten- 
dency which is more particularly spoken of as 
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" habit." This it is that may need to be guarded 
against, or to be overcome. 

Of such a constitution the object is evident. It 
Object of i^ ^^^ *^ trammel us, or to reduce us to 
^^^^' routine, but to enable us so to incorporate 
into our being the results of voluntary action as to 
avail ourselves of those results with the least pos- 
sible attention, and so that the mmd may be free 
to enter upon new fields of effort. This it is desir- 
able to notice, because many writers have enlarged 
the sphere of habit quite too much. 

Such being the nature of active habits, and the 
object of that constitution by which they are formed, 
it is obvious, — 

1. That men must be responsible for their habits, 
Rfieponri- and for all acts done from them. Not 

bilityfor 

habita. only do specific habits originate in the will 

as prompted by original and controlling faculties 
that act independently of habit, but they can 
never wholly escape from the control of will. 

2. It is obvious that when men rest in any form 
Habits con- ^^ habitual action, they defeat the end for 
bJr^orto which the capacity for habits was given, 
trammel OS. ^jj^jj jg ^q gjy^ freedom to cutor upon 

new fields of activity. Habit, as habit, is automatic 
and mechanical. It is simply conservative, while 
man never reaches a point where conservatism is 
not for the sake of progress. Hence, while we are 
to seek by repetition all possible facility and power, 
we are to guard sedulously against being brought 
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into bondage to any tendency. It is sad to see the 
power of rational will and free choice narrowed 
down by any blind force, natural or acquired. 

3. It is obvious that bad habits may be formed 
as well as good ones. In these there is 

, ^ ' . . . , . BadhabitB. 

a tendency to mcrease m strength m- 
definitely ; and when we have this accumulated 
power thus added to the force of original passion, 
we have a bondage the most fearful known. Hence 
the wisdom of letting evil alone " before it be med- 
dled with." 

4. It is a point of wisdom to " set the habits," 
as PaJey says, '* so that every change may ^^6 "Bet»» 
be a change for the better." In illustra- *>'»»»*»**»• 
ting this he says that " the advantage is with those 
habits which allow of an indulgence in the devia- 
tion from them. The luxurious receive no greater 
pleasure from their dainties than the peasant does 
from his bread and cheese ; but the peasant, when- 
ever he goes abroad, finds a feast ; whereas the 
epicure must be well entertained to escape disgust. 
Those who spend every day at cards, and those 
who go eveiy day to plough, pass their time much 
alike ; but then whatever suspends the occupation 
of the card-player distresses him ; whereas to the 
laborer every interruption is a refreshment ; and 
this appears in the different effects that Sunday 
produces upon the two, which proves a day of rec- 
reation to the one, but a lamentable burden to the 
other."! 

1 Moral PhUoaophy, chap. yi. 



Digitized by 



Google 



166 MORAL SCIENCE. 

Passive habits, as has been said, are formed by re« 
PassiTe peated impressions. These, no less than 
^^^^' active habits, have it for their end to regu-- 
late action. This they do by their effect both upon 
the enjoyment and the suffering caused by impres- 
sions. The end being action, the means ai*e disre- 
garded ; and emotions and impressions, both pleas- 
ant and unpleasant, are moderated by such habits 
when they would interfere with the best condi- 
tion for action. The doctrine of Bishop Butler is 
that, " From our very faculty of habits, passive 
impressions, by being repeated, grow weaker. 
Thoughts, by often passing through the mind are 
felt less sensibly ; being accustomed to danger 
begets intrepidity, — that is, lessens fear ; to dis- 
tress, lessens the passion of pity ; to instances of 
others' mortality, lessens the sensible apprehension 
of our own. And from thes^ two observations 
together, — that practical habits are formed and 
strengthened by repeated acts, and that passive 
impressions grow weaker by being repeated upon 
us, — it must follow that active habits may be 
gradually forming and strengthening by a course 
of acting upon such and such motives and excite- 
ments, whilst these motives and excitements them- 
selves are by proportionable degrees growing less 
sensible, — that is, are continually less and less 
sensibly felt, even as the active habits strengthen." ^ 
This shows how needful it is that motives, excite- 

1 Analogy f Part I., chap. v. 
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ments, sympathies, legitimately connected with ac- 
tion, should be followed by such action, for no one 
is so hardened and hopeless as he who has become 
familiar with such motives without corresponding 
action. " Going," says Butler, " over the theory 
of virtue in one's thoughts, talking well, and draw- 
ing fine pictures of it ; this is so far from neces- 
sarily or certainly conducing to form a habit of it 
in him who thus employs himself, that it may 
harden the mind in a contrary course, — that is, 
form a ' habit of insensibility to all moral consid- 
erations." 

But while the above gives us the* relation of 
active and passive habits, and contains Quaiiflcation 

. 1 , n 1 . of Butter's 

practical truth of the utmost moment, it cioctrine. 
may be questioned whether the doctrine of passive 
impressions, as stated, does not require qualification. 
No proof is given by Butler that " from our very 
faculty of habits, passive impressions must grow 
weaker." It is even conceivable that they might 
grow stronger. The law applies to all that depends 
on physical organization as now constituted, perhaps 
goes ftirther, but is not a necessary law of intellect 
and sensitive being. Let that on which sensibility 
depends remain unworn, as surely it may, and there 
will be no reason why the thousandth impression 
should not be as vivid as the first. 
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CLASS II. 

DUTIES TO OUR FELLOW MEN. 

Duties to our fellow men will fall into two great 
divisions, which we shall treat separately, with 
divisions under each. 

I. Duties to men as men. 

II. Duties growing out of special relations. 

PRELIMINARY. 

SELF-LOVE AND THE LOVE OF OTHERS. 

In passing to these we must not omit to say that 
Self-love as lovc to our fellow men requires atten- 
otherare- tiou to our owu couditiou and state, so 
dependent, sclf-lovc rcquircs attention to their condi- 
tion and state. If we can best minister to our fel- 
low men only as we are perfect, they can best 
minister to us only as they are perfect. As social 
beings, our whole interest and enjoyment will de- 
pend upon the condition and state of others, and 
the promotion of their well-being is that of our 
own. So intimate and reciprocally dependent are 
a rational self-love and a love of others. They are 
not only not opposites, as some have supposed, 
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but are different phases of one common principle, 
equally necessary to the common end. 

In our duties to others the law is that we shall 
love our neighbor as ourselves. We must then 
do for him as we would for ourselves. But, as we 
have seen, we are to regard our own rights, to sup- 
ply our wants, and to perfect and direct our powers. 

If, then, we would love our fellow men as we do 
ourselves, we must — 

1. Regard, and, if necessary, aid in securing 
their rights ; — 

2. Supply their wants ; and — 

3. Do what we can to perfect and direct their 
powers. 

These will include, and in their order as lower 
and higher, all our duties to our fellow men. 

In these ways we are to " do good to all as we 
have opportunity." But through rela- Oroundof 
tions established by God, indicating the and duties. 
ends not only of the individual, but of the family 
and of society, we are required, wliile we give to all 
their rights, to supply the wants and to seek to per- 
fect and direct the powers of some rather than of 
others. To empower us to do these more effec- 
tually, we may have special rights over persons ; 
we may owe them special duties ; and they may 
have special claims and be under special obligations. 
This will give us what have been called the '* rights 
of persons " in distinction from the " rights of 
things," and will require a separate consideration 
of the rights and duties of the family and of society. 
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FIRST GREAT DIVISION. 

DUTIES TO MEN AS MEN. 

DIVISION I. 

DUTIES REGARDING THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS. 

♦ 

CHAPTER I. 

OF RIGHTS. 

We are now prepared to pass to the consideration 
of rights. 

Of rights the correlative is obligation, and the 
obligations corresponding to rights give the lowest 
form of duty to others. For the most part rights 
are guarded by negative precepts, the command 
being " Thou shalt not." They belong to others 
already, and can be taken or withheld from them 
only by positive inju/y. This love can never do. 
The least that love can do for others is to respect, 
and concede to them, all their rights ; and no one 
who violates or withholds the rights of another can 
consistently claim to be benevolent toward him. 
That we give to thers their rights, is therefore the 
proper condition of all higher forms of duty. 
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As actions are right from their relation to an end, 
so all rights are founded in the relation of those 
things to which men have a right, to some poondatfOTi 
end indicated through our nature, and to ^ ^'^^ 
be attained either by ourselves or others. 

For eveiy active principle in man^ for every 
natural desire, affection, or capacity, indicating an 
end to be attained, there is a corresponding natural 
right ; and these rights are higher or lower accord^ 
ing to the dignity and sacredness of the end, or, 
which is the same thing, of that part of our nature 
in which they originate. Thus there are rights 
which would secure the attainment by instinct of 
its ends, and by the appetites of their end. And 
so of the desires, and of the intellect, and of the 
natural affections, and of the moral and spiritual 
nature. Whoever is permitted to pursue unobr 
structedly all the ends indicated by these several 
active principles, has all his rights ; and in doing 
so he has a right to have and to do everything that 
will not interfere with the rights of others. If ob- 
structed on any other ground, he would not have 
all his rights. Having endowed man with active 
principles, the purpose of God evidently was to 
place him in such conditions that he should be in- 
duced, required, and enabled to secure the ends 
indicated by those principles ; and when in the 
pursuit of those ends he is arrested by any inter- 
ference with such divinely constituted conditions, 
the indignant protest which arises in the breast of 
every man is the voice of God in the assertion of 
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rights. We are so constituted that, in apprehend- 
ing the relation between these active principles and 
their ends, the moral reason necessarily forms the 
idea of rights. 

Rights, as thus founded, are of several kinds. 
' And 1st, There are what have been called 
Kinds of " rights of things " and " rights of per- 
rights. sons." This is a radical distinction, and 

needs to be clearly understood. 

Men have a right to things that they may be 
enabled to attain their own ends. They have 
rights over persons that they may enable those per- 
sons to attain their ends. Rights of things are to 
guard against the encroachment of others, and 
their sole correlative is obligation on the part of 
others. From the use of anything to which one 
man has a right, others are under obligation to ab- 
stain, and to abstain wholly. Of rights over others, 
having it for their object to enable them to attain 
their end, the correlative is still obligation on the 
part of others ; but they also involve obligation on 
the part of him in whom the right vests to those 
others. The parent has a right over the child, and 
the child is under obligation to respect that right ; 
but the parent is also himself under obligation to 
the child to use that right solely for the end for 
which it was given. 

As rights have their foundation in their relation 

liimitof ^^ ^^ ®^^' ^^ ^^^7 ^"^ their limit in the 
******* same relation. Relatively to others a man 
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may have a right to do what he will with his own, 
but in truth and before God, no man has a right 
to use anything except for the end for which it was 
given. No man has a right to destroy his property 
wantonly, or to use it foolishly, though no other 
man may have a right to prevent him. 

Here, too, we find not only the foundation, but 
the limit of all rights of government whether human 
or divine. If any being be in a position to secure 
his own ends independently of all others, then no 
other being can have any rights over him. It is on 
this ground that any right over God is impossible, 
and his right over his creatures as moral Governor 
is not from his relation to them as Creator and Pre- 
server, as these relations are simply from his power, 
but it is from his capacity and disposition to do for 
them what is necessary for the attainment by them 
of their end. Moral government is by law, and no 
man will say that it would be right in God to give 
his creatures a law that would lead them astray in 
seeking their supreme end. So far as we can un- 
derstand it the whole end of the moral government 
of God is to lead his creatures to the attainment by 
them of that end. If any one should fail of this 
ultimately and finally, and it should appear that God 
had not provided conditions by which it was possible 
for him to attain it, the fault would not be in the 
creature. But there will be no such failure. No 
creature shall ever be able to charge such a failure 
upon God. Hence the righteousness of his goveru- 
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ment, his right under that government to control 
his creatures^ and the guilt of their rebellion. In 
the same way parents and civil rulers, holding rela- 
tions established by God, through which their aid i^ 
indispensable to others in the attainment of their 
ends, have rights over them, but only for the attain- 
ment by them of those ends. If any man make use 
of another for his own ends simply, he uses him ad 
a thing. This, when done by an individual, is 
slavery ; when done by a government, it is tyranny. 

Rights, again, are natural, and adventitious, 
jy. ^ Natural rights are both of things and of 

JdiSlu-"** persons. They are those which would 
^"^ belong to man if there were no civil 

government. A man has a natural right to those 
means and conditions of good which God has pro- 
vided to enable him to secure his end, such as air, 
h'ght, water, the unappropriated products oS the 
earth and waters^ and the firuit of his own labors. 
Parents have also a natural right to the obedience 
and respect of their children, and children to the 
love and care of their parents, because these grow 
out of natural relations. Adventitious rights are 
those which grow out of civil society. No man is 
naturally a ruler, or judge, or sheriff, or legislator. 
These have rights as such, but they are adven- 
titious. So also are many of the rights of property. 

Rights are also alienable and inalienable. Alien- 
Bights aUan- able rights are those which may be law- 
miienabie. fully transferred to another. We do not 
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here inquire what others may unlawfiilly do in de- 
priving us of rights, which will still be ours and 
may again be exercised when we have the power, 
but what we may do in transferring to others rights 
which will cease to be ours. The ground of this 
distinction will be found in the ends which these 
rights respect. All rights from the lower powers, 
as the desires and natural affections, that do not 
respect the supreme end, are alienable. A man 
may transfer to another his property, or bis right 
over his child. But a man has an inalienable right 
to MrMelf in the use of all those means and condi- 
tions which are necessary to the attainment of his 
supreme end. These he cannot alienate, and na 
one can rightfiilly deprive him of them. No man 
may lower his true manhood ; but if, without doing 
this, he can sdienate or part with anything, he is at 
liberty to do it. 

If the foundation of rights has been correctly 
stated, it will follow that the rights of all ^.^^ 
men are equal. As rights are founded ^^^' 
on ends indicated by active principles, if men have 
common active principles and a common end, that is, 
if they are men, they must have common and equal 
rights. This is the doctrine of the Declaration of 
Independence, and the foundation of republican 
institutions. The condition in which men are 
bom, and their natural endowments, may be of the 
greatest diversity, but the right of one human being 
to aH the means and conditions given him by God 
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for attaining his ends must rest on the same ground, . 
and be as perfect and sacred as that of any other. 

That men have equal rights has been regarded as 
self-evident, but some confusion has arisen from not 
'distinguishing clearly between the rights of things 
WghtB of and of persons. As regards rights of per- 
G'Sn^ sons a practical evasion has been attempted, 
tinguished. A.11 children, it is said, are indeed born with 
equal rights, but, as unable to seciu'e their own ends, 
they need for a long time to be under guardianship, 
and if there are persons or races who are under the 
same need, they may be treated in an analogous way. 

This is trtie, but before the desired application of 
it may be made, it must be shown that such persons 
are really unable to take care of themselves. There 
are idiots and incompetent persons who must be 
thus cared for, but to suppose large classes or races 
to be left thus and without natural guardianship 
would be an imputation upon Providence; there 
are no such races. It must also be shown that any 
such assumed guardianship is a rightful one, and 
will secure its legitimate ends. Such a guardian- 
ship for the ends of those over whom it is assumed, 
would not be coveted. The law of love would re- 
quire us first to give all persons their rights, and if, 
after a fair trial, they are unable to take care of 
themselves, then to have guardians appointed by 
)Mwful authority, and for their good. This would 
be wholly contrary to the spirit of slavery, which 
consists in using persons as things, and for our own 
ends. 



Digitized by 



Google 



DUTIES TO OUR FELLOW MEK. 177 

The rights which men, all men, thus have as em- 
powered of God to secure their own ends, 
are those of Justice and of Truth, which 
last is also a form of justice. 

As between man and man, justice consists in con- 
ceding and rendering to every one all his rights. 
He who has all his rights has no injustice done him. 
Divine Justice consists not only in this, but also in 
rendering to every one his deserts. These two 
forms of justice are entirely distinct. Desert of 
punishment depends upon guilt ; but with guilt as 
such and in distinction from injury to the individual 
and to society, man cannot deal. That depends 
upon the heart, which he cannot know and can 
have no claim to regulate. Man looks on the act 
and infers the motive. He may not punish ex- 
cept on the presumption of a bad motive, but his 
punishment must be graduated, not by the pre- 
sumed badness of the motive, but by the tendency 
of the act to injure society. God, on the other hand, 
looks at the motive and disregards the act. He sees 
and punishes guilt in intention where there is no 
outward act. Hence " Vengeance belongs to Him." 
He only can administer punitive justice. Man may 
guard rights ; he may prevent any violation of them 
*n the name of justice and within its limits. And 
the sentiment of justice within him may find satis- 
faction in such punishment, but the measure of pun- 
ishment by him must be found in its necessity to 
guard the rights of society, and not in any satis- 

12 
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faction of absolute pimitiye justice. Any other 
right can be had only from direct revelation. 

We now p^ss to consider more particularly the 
rights which belong to all men. 

But in doing this we must notice an element 
seeoritTftn ^hich cutcrs iuto our couceptiou of all 
Sy^i^ rights — that of security. . The right to 
tion ©fright security in the possession and use of any- 
thing rests on the same ground as the right to the 
thing itself, since the end on which the right. is 
based cannot be ftilly attained vdthout this. With- 
out security there is no enjoyment or free use of 
anything, and perfect security alone gives its ftill 
yalue to a possession. This is the element and con- 
dition in. connection with our rights which we 
value more than any other. Hence this element is 
recognized in law ; and if there be good reason to 
believe that any one will violate the rights of others, 
he may be bound over to keep the peace. 
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CHAPTER n. 

PERSONAL rights: LIFE AND LIBEBTT. 

Security being thus implied in all rights, the 
first class which we shall notice is those of the 
Person. 

Every person has a right to life, and to such 
security and freedom as will enable him to attain 
the several ends indicated by his active powers. 

On the right to life all others depend. This is 
the first guarded in the Decalogue. It is jj-htto 
also the first mentioned in the Declaration ^•* 
of Independence, where it is said to be inalienable. 
It is so. It may be forfeited for crime ; it may be 
surrendered for the sake of principle or of humanity, 
but cannot be aUenated for a consideration. 

How, then, may the right to life be so forfeited 
that others may have the right to take it ^^^ ^^^ 
away? '«*^- 

This may be done in four ways, and 

1. By attempting the life of another. The right 
to take life in. defending life is recognized by the 
laws of all countries and by all persons, except a 
few extreme non-resistants. 

2. The right to Ufe may be forfeited by attempt- 
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ing house-breaking or robbery in the night The 
law properly makes a distinction between such 
attempts by day and by night, and in the latter 
case justifies the taking of life. Still every such 
attempt will not make this morally right, and for 
such cases no general rule can be laid down. 

3. The right to life may be forfeited by resisting 
the officers of the law. If officers of the law are 
resisted in its execution, they have a right, as a last 
resort, to take life. If a mob which they have 
been commanded to disperse, will not disperse, they 
have a right to fire upon it. 

4. The right to life is forfeited by murder, that 
is, by taking life with malice aforethought. 

The death penalty was early authorized and de- 
manded by the Bible, not frora cruelty, but on the 
very ground of the sacredness of human life. 
" Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed, for in the image of God made He 
man,^^ The estimate placed by a lawgiver upon 
any right, can be measured only by the penalty by 
which he guards it ; and as death is the highest 
possible penalty, they who impose this show the 
highest possible estimate of the value of life. That 
is a sophism by which those who reject this penalty 
would persuade themselves or the conununity that 
in so doing they are more humane than others, or 
set a higher value on human life. It is the reverse. 

But the right to take life can depend upon no 
estimate of its value by us. It must come either 
directly or indirectly from God, — directly by rev- 
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elation, and indirectly from its necessity to the 
ends of government. Government is from God, 
and has thus a right to do what is essential to its 
own being and ends ; and if the security which is 
its great end can be attained only by the death of 
those who would destroy it, then society may put 
them to death. Society has thus the right, and 
must judge how far, in the varying phases of civil- 
ization and Christianity, it may be necessary to use 
it. 

The rights of the Person are also infringed by 
any violence actual or attempted. Aii assault is 
violence attempted. Battery is any degree of vio- 
lence, even the slightest touch in anger, or for in- 
sult. Violence may also result in wounding or in 
maiming the person attacked. 

Under rights of the person is also included, — 
the Right to Liberty. By this is here Rightto 
meant, not freedom of choice, but the "^'^'^y- 
liberty of external action in carrying out our choices. 
It is the right to do whatever any one may choose, 
provided he does not interfere with the rights of 
another. 

Liberty to this extent is plainly essential to the 
end of man as a responsible being, and hence a 
natural right. It is also inalienable so far as it is 
necessary to the highest end of any man ; but if 
by parting with some portion of it, — for even 
slavery does not wholly take it away, — a man can 
Detter subserve the great ends of love, he is at 
liberty to do it. 
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CHAPTER m. 

RIGHT TO PEOPBRTY. 

The Right to Property reveals itself through an 
itsfoonda- original desiro. The affirmation of it is 
^'^' early and universally made, and becomes 

a controlling element in civil society. 

The sense of this right, thus originally given, is 
deepened by observation and reflection. Without 
this society could not exist. With no right to the 
product of his labor no man would make a tool, or 
a garment, or build a shelter, or raise a crop. 
There could be no industry and no progress. 

It will be found too, historically, that the general 
well-being and progress of society has been in pro- 
portion to the freedom of every man to gain prop- 
erty in all legitimate ways, and to security in its 
possession. Let the form of the government be 
what it may, if there but be freedom of industry, 
and security in the possession and enjoyment of its 
results, there will be prosperity. 

The laws of every government relate largely to 
property. They regulate the modes of its acquisi- 
tion and transfer, and punish violations of the right. 

The acquisition of property is required by love. 
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because it is a powerful means of benefiting others. 
There is no giving without a previous get- property tQ 
ting. A selfish getting of property, though ^ »«quired. 
better than a selfish indolence or wastefulness, is 
not to be encouraged ; but the desire of property 
working in subordination to the affections should 
be. Most blessed would it be if all the desires 
could thus work, but especially this. Industry, 
frugality, carefulness, as ministering to a cheerful 
giving, would then not only be purged from all 
tainti of meanness, but would be ennobled. " There 
have," says Chancellor Kent, " been modem 
th&>rists, who have considered separate and ex- 
clusive property as the cause of injustice, and the 
unhappy result of government and artificial insti- 
tutions. But human society would be in a most 
unnatural and miserable condition if it were pos- 
sible to be instituted or reorganized upon the basis 
of such speculations. The sense of property is 
graciously bestowed upon mankind for the purpose 
of rousing them from sloth and stimulating them to 
action. It leads to the cultivation of the earth, the 
institution of government, the establishment of jus- 
tice, the acquisition of the comforts -of life, the 
growth of the usefiil arts, the spirit of commerce, 
the productions of taste, the erections of charity, 
and the display of the benevolent affections." 

Property may be acquired, — 

1. By appropriating so much of those things 
which God has given to all as we need for our 
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own use. Some things which God has given to all, 
Wrect modes as air and sunlight, cannot l>e appropriated, 

of acquiring , =* ' -r* 

property. and SO caunot become property. But 
the spontaneous fruits of the earth, the products of 
the waters, and so much land as may be necessary 
for individual support, and as shall be permanently 
occupied, may, by appropriation, become property. 

2. Property may be acquired by labor. 

Labor is the chief source of value, and the 
laborer has a right to the value he creates. This 
is a natural right resulting directly from a man's 
right to himself. It may not be easy, it is not, to 
adjust the questions that arise between the claims 
of accumulated labor in the form of capital and of 
labor directly applied, or wages ; but the principle 
is, that the value created should be shared in pro- 
portion to the labor represented or applied. 

In the above ways property may be acquired 
Indirect directly. It may also be acquired indi- 
°''^' rectly, and — 

1. By exchange. This may be either by barter, 
which is an exchange of commodities ; or by bargain* 
and sale, in which the purchaser gives money. 

2. By gift. The right fo give away property is 
involved in the right of ownership. 

3. By will. The right to bestow property by 
will is admitted in all civilized countries. This is 
natural and beneficial to society. The right how- 
ever is not absolute, but may be so limited by law 
as not to counterwork the general spirit of the in- 
stitutions of a country. 
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4. By inheritance. When persons die intestate, 
their property is inherited by their relatives in 
accordance with law. 

5. By accession. " This is the right to all that 
one's own property produces, whether that property 
be movable or immovable, and the right to that 
which is united to it by accession either naturally 
or artificially. This includes the fruits of the earth 
produced naturally or by human industry, the in- 
crease of animals, and the new species of articles 
made by one person out of the materials of another." 
" Also title by alluvion, or the deposit of earth by 
natural causes." ^ 

6. By possession. To prevent litigation the laws 
properly fix a limit beyond which a man shsdl not 
be disturbed in the possession of property, however 
it may have been acquired. This gives no moral 
right, but is what is called " right by possession." 

The right of property is exclusive. No man, no 
state, lias the right to take it away without j,^^ j. j^^ 
an equivaleut, and the owner has a right •*®*"**^«- 
»to put it to any use he may please that is consistent 
with the rights of others. 

Property may be real or personal. Real estate 
consists of lands and of appurtenances, as Property 
houses, trees, shrubs, that cannot be easily souai. 
moved. All other property is personal. 

With the exceptions to be mentioned hereafter, 
the right of property is violated if it be taken with- 

1 Kent^s CommetUariet, 
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out the free consent of the owner; or if through 
ihte right concealment or deception the owner fail 

how Tio- /» -n 1 11 /» 1 

latod to have a full knowledge of the equiva- 

lent offered. If property he taken with consent 
enforced hy fear, or by violence without consent, it 
is robbery. 

If taken by forcibly entering a dwelling in the 
night, it is burglary. 

If simply taken without the knowledge or con- 
sent of the owner with no violence, it is theft. 

If property be taken, and through concealment 
or misrepresentation the owner be ignorant of the 
equivalent offered, it is cheating. 

If the equivalent offered be a forged paper, it is 
fraud. The line between fraud and cheating is not 
sharply drawn. In a large sense they cover the 
same ground, but while there is fraud in all cheat- 
ing, yet forgery is a fraud, and not cheating. 

If property be taken with consent obtained by 
lying or deception without an equivalent, it is ob- 
taining property under false pretences. 

Of these, robbery, as violating both the rights of ^ 
person and of property, is the highest crime. As 
violating both the rights of security and property, 
burglary comes next. The others are criminal in 
the eye of the law, for that is the only criminality 
that can here be estimated, as they tend to unsettle 
the right of property and disturb the order of 
society, and this tendency may vary with time and 
circumstances. 



Digitized by 



Google 



RIGUT TO TKOPEHTY. 187 

The right of property is exclusive, but as it is an 
inferior good, it may not stand in the way Ground of 
of the great interests of the community, or feSii?^ 
of the life of the individual. Hence the «^'»8»'*- 
community have the right, provided for and asserted 
under all governments, of taking in a legal way, 
and for a fair equivalent, private property for the 
convenience and safety of the public. And indi- 
viduals have the right to take property as food to 
preserve life. 

It is commonly said that the right of property 
precludes the taking of the least thing without the 
consent of the owner, but consent may sometimes 
be presumed. The rule is to take nothing we 
dhould not be willing the owner should see us take. 
To take an apple in passing through an orchard is 
not stealing. 

In the ways above mentioned property is wrong- 

fiilly taken. It may be taken rightfiilly with the 

free consent of the owner, whether as a gift or for 

an equivalent. If for an equivalent, it may be by 

•"exchange or by purchase. 

The law of exchange, as already indicated, is 
that each party should have a ftill knowl- ^a^^f ex- 
edge of that wliich is offered as an equiva- '**'»«^ 
^ent. In exchange intrinsic values are not consid- 
ered, but the convenience or taste of the parties. 
Hence a fair transaction can require nothing but 
freedom from constraint, and a full knowledge by 
each party of the equivalent offered. 
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The law of exchange by purchase, or of buying 
and selling, is the same, so far as the seller is con- 
cerned, as that of simple exchange, except that a 
trader is bound to ask for that in which he professes 
to deal, no more than the market-price. A fair 
transaction requires that there shall be no conceal- 
ment or deception in the article sold, that no more 
than the market-price be demanded, and that no 
improper motive, as vanity, or a depraved appetite, 
be appealed to. In selling an article in which he 
does not profess to deal, a man may ask what he 
pleases. 

Property may be permanently and rightfully 
alienated, by gift, by exchange, and by 
sale. It is also permanently alienated by 
gambling. This has different forms. In some cases, 
as in dice and in lotteries, it is simply an appeal to 
chance. In others, as in cards, there is a mixture 
of chance and skill. In others, as in betting, of 
chance and judgment. In all cases the object is 
gain without an equivalent, and while there is such 
gain on one side there is, on the other, loss without 
compensation. In legitimatie trade both parties are 
benefited ; in gambling but one. Legitimate trade 
requires and promotes habits of industry and skill ; 
gambling generates indolence and vice, and stimu- 
lates a most infatuating and often uncontrollable 
passion. It is wholly selfish, and wholly injurious 
in its effects upon the community. That a practice 
thus inherently vicious should be resorted to for 
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charitable purposes, does not change its cliaracter, 
but only tends to confound moral distinctions. 

But are all appeals to chance in the distribution 
of property gamblinsc ? Not necessarily* AUenation 
if we define it by its motives and results, bj ehanoe 
A picture is given to a fair. No individual gambling, 
will give for it its value ; that value is contributed 
by a number, and the picture disposed of by lot. 
This differs from an ordinary lottery : 1st, Because 
there are no expenses, and all that is given goes for 
an object which the parties are gathered to promote. 
2d, The prize is given so that nothing is taken for 
prizes from the amount paid in, but the whole goes 
for the proposed object. 3d, This may be done 
from a simple desire that the fair should realize the 
worth of its property and so benevolently. And 
4th, Appeals to chance under these conditions are 
not likely to be so frequent or general as to en- 
danger the habits of the community. All this may, 
and should, in fairness, be said. It should also be 
said, 1st, That no form of charity should be tolerated 
for a moment that in the actual state of a com- 
munity will foster a spirit of gambling. It should 
be said, 2dly, That any attempt to promote a benev- 
olent object by an appeal to selfish motives is 
wrong. Benevolent giving is a means of Christian 
culture, but selfish giving in the form of benevo- 
lence is a deception and a snare. If the cause of 
benevolence cannot be supported benevolently, it 
had better not be supported at all. Any other 
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mode of supporting it will dry up' its fountains. 
While therefore we do not say that all appeals to 
chance in the distribution of property are gambling, 
we do say that all combinations and arrangements 
to cause persons to give money for benevolent ob- 
jects otherwise than benevolently are wrong, and 
more especially if they tend to promote a spirit of 
gambling. 

But not gambling only, speculation also requires 

attention in its relation to morals. In 

some of its forms, as in buying and selling 

stocks, or wheat, when there is no delivery, what 

is called speculation is mere gambling. It is sim* 

whatta ply betting on the question of a future 

called specu- ^ "^ . ? ^ . , . ,. 

lation. market pnce. But m speculation, as dis- 

tinguished from gambluig, the speculator does not 
expect to get something for nothing. There is 
a bargain and a transfer of whut each party ac- 
cepts as an equivalent. Speculation is purchase or 
sale in the expectation of a change of prices. With 
fixed prices, which are the basis of ordinary profits, 
it is impossible. The problem here is to give 
enterprise and sagacity a fair field without vio- 
lating the law of love. And 1st, If the ground on 
which a change of prices is expected is equally 
known, or accessible to both parties, all agree that 
the transaction is fair. 2d, If one party has tlie 
power to cause fluctuations in price, and buys or 
sells with the intention of doing this, all wiU agree 
that this is swindling. But 3d, If there be a 



Digitized by 



Google 



RIGHT TO PBOP£STY. 191 

certainty that there will be a rise of price in 
consequence of an event known onlj to the pur- 
chaser, then the inquiry is whether he may avail 
himself of his knowle(^. On this opinions differ. 
It may be said on the one hand that the owner 
receives full compensation for his property as esti- 
mated by any price he may have given for it, any 
labor he may have bestowed upon it, or any expec- 
tations he may have formed from it, and that if 
there is to be an increase of value without labor — 
if somebody is to gain witliout loss to anybody, it 
may as fairly be the man who by his enterprise or 
good fortune has the knowledge as he who has the 
property. It may be said on the other hand that 
when a man raises a crop, he does it with the ex- 
pectation of any advantage that may accrue through 
unforeseen events, and that for a quicker or more 
fortunate man who has bestowed upon it no labor 
at all, to step in and seize an advantage that would 
have been his in the natural course of events is 
not strictly honest, to say nothing of the law of 
love. 

In solving such cases, it may be said that society 
may be established and exist permanently co»pet»tkm 
on two pnnciples — that oi competition, ii«on. 
and that of cooperation. The first has its advantages, 
and the evils of it are diminished as general intelU- 
gence is increased. Under it the evils of ignorance 
are felt pecuniarily, and intelligence is thus stimu- 
lated. Under this system transactions like the 
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above would be allowable. It is only transactions 
based on such a system that human law can regulate. 
But the principle of cooperation is far higher, and 
the results would be better. This would require 
that each man should be made acquainted with the 
facts, and not only be permitted to act in view of 
them, but be advised respecting them. 

The above is a common case. There is another 
less common and differing from it in one respect. 
A man discovers a mine on the farm of another. 
May he buy the farm and say nothing of the mine ? 
In the above case advantage would accrue to the 
holders of the property despite the will of him who 
had the knowledge, but here the whole increased 
value comes from the knowledge and is dependent 
upon it. May not he then who has the knowledge 
avail himself of the whole of the increased value ? 
So it would seem, and yet if men had confidence in 
each other as disposed to act on the principle of 
cooperation, the owner would be informed of the 
facts, and would share the profits equally with him 
who informed him. 

In connection with this subject it should be said 
that nothing tends more strongly to demoralize a 
community than unsteady prices. It unsettles in- 
dustry, and promotes a spirit of gambling ; and any 
legislation that so tampers with the currency, or 
disturbs values in any way as to produce this, will 
affect disastrously the moral, no less than the pecu- 
niary interests of the country. 
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But property is not only parted with permanently 
by sale or exchange, but also temporarily Temporary 

n . T/. . , . alienation 

tor a compensation. It it be money, it of property, 
is loaned ; if real estate, it is rented ; if a horse, it is 
let. 

Money differs from other property in being 
created by law for the public convenience. Hence 
its amount, the conditions on which it may be 
issued, and the rate of interest have always been re- 
garded as proper subjects of legislation. The pub- 
lic must have a right to prevent that which it creates 
for its convenience from becoming an injury, but 
the precise legislation required will be a question of 
expediency rather than of morals. Where money 
is abundant, and the amount in a country is large, 
and especially in a commercial community, it may 
be wise to permit men to take what interest they 
can, when under other circumstances it would not. 
And banks, being created for the convenience of 
the public, may be restricted in their rate of interest 
when individuals would not. Their possible com- 
bination and power to control the currency may 
require this. The rule is, that all possible freedom 
compatible with the public interest should be con- 
ceded in their use of money both to banks and to 
individuals. This being understood, bargains in 
regard to interest are to be regulated on the same 
principles as other bargains. 

When money is loaned, money is to be returned, 
but when real estate is rented, or when horses and 
la 
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carriages are let, the same property is to be re- 
turned. In the mean time the property may be 
abused ; and this gives rise to the rule in such cases 
that it is to be used only for the purpose for which 
it was rented or let, and that the same care is to 
be taken of it that a reasonably careful man would 
take of his own property, ff, in connection with 
such care, the property should be injured by acci- 
dent in the use contemplated in the bargain, the 
loss will fall on the owner ; if in any other use, on 
the p?i"son in temporary possession. 

Property is also often lent without compensation 
simply for the convenience of the borrower. In 
this case the lender is under obligation not to de- 
mand it arbitrarily and without reference to the 
specific use for which it was borrowed. The bor- 
rower is under obligation to use the property with 
care and to return it promptly. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

BIGHT TO HEPUTATION. 

The next right that belongs to man is that of 
Reputation. 

The desire of esteem is as natural as that of 
property, and is equally the foundation of a right. 
With most it is a stronger desire, and so the foun- 
dation of a right that is more precious. If there 
are those who say with the Roman miser, — 

** Poptiliis me sibilat at mihi plaodo, 
Ipie domi simul ac nummos centemplar in area,** 

** The people hiss me, but I applaud myself at home, 
while I gloat over my hoarded riches," — they are 
but few. In the Scriptures a desire for this is en- 
couraged, and it is set above property. " A good 
name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and 
loving favor rather than silver and gold." With 
many, reputation is dearer than life, and as society 
is now constituted, the means of enjoying life are 
even more dependent on this than upon property. 
If knowledge is power so is reputation, and espe- 
cially is it power in the form of influence. If then 
a man have such a possession, we may not detract 
from it except foi a good reason. 
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The most common mode in which the right of 
This right reputation is violated is by slander. The 
j5Sd!*8Uii- essence of this lies in diminishing the rep- 
*** ntation of another without good cause, 

whether by truth or fidsehood. It was formerly a 
maxim of law " the greater the truth, the greater 
the slander." The reason of this was that the 
truth tended more to injure reputation than &lse- 
hood. Now, however, the courts accept the plea 
of truth in mitigation of damages, and generally in 
full justification. The malice or the mischief may 
be as great, or even greater, if only truth be told ; 
but society is not bound to shield a man by its laws 
from the natural results of his own acts when fairly 
made known. 

Slander may be malicious, selfish, or inconsid- 
erate. It is seldom probably from pure malice. 
That is not the usual form of human wickedness. 
But there is scarcely a position or occupation in life 
in which any considerable reputation will not so bring 
him who has it into competition with others, that it 
shall either be, or be supposed to be, for their in- 
terest to have it diminished. And as the facilities 
for slander are almost unKmited, as the modes of it, 
by insinuation, hints, injunctions of secrecy, so tend 
to veil its real nature, as it has so many shades, and 
as there is not the same danger of legal prosecution 
as in taking from the property of another, our treat- 
ment of others in regard to their reputation, when 
they are in competition with us, becomes one of the 
most trying tests of character. 
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The test of character is however scarcely less 
severe under the temptations in the ordinary inter- 
course of society to inconsiderate slander. There 
is here no malice, no competition, no special object, 
but topics of conversation are needed ; there is 
excitement in telluig news, and words really slan- 
derous are uttered unmindAil of the exaggerations 
that are sure to follow, and of the deep wounds 
they may give. In such a case lack of criminal 
intention is no more an excuse than it would be in 
a man who should throw the slates of a roof he 
might be repairing into the street of a city careless 
of the passers below. 

Against the higher forms of slander a man of 
average principle would be guarded, but it was 
probably with special reference to these lighter 
forms that the Apostle James says, ^^ If any man 
offend not in word the same is a perfect man and 
able to bridle the whole body." Christians are re- 
quired to lay aside " all evil speaking." They are 
to be put in mind " to speak evil of no man." So 
carefully do the Scriptures guard the sacred and 
precious right of reputation. 

It would appear thus that there are two distinct 
cases in speaking of others when reputa- Bepatntioii 

... .. T a1_ 'J* when rlichtly 

tion IS m question, in the one an mdi- diminiBhed. 
vidual has a reputation, and we know of nothing he 
has done either in gaining it or since it was gained 
that, if truthfiilly stated, would diminish it. To 
diminish reputation in such a case would be to add 
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the gailt of lying to that of slander. We have no 
more right to do it than we have to steal. In the 
second case an individual has a reputation, but we 
know things either in regard to his mode of gain- 
ing it, or that he has done since, which, if truthfully 
stated, would diminish or perhaps blast it. In this 
case we are not only permitted to state what we 
know, but are bound to do it when required to do 
it by justice, or for the protection of the innocent, 
or for the good of the offender ; but we are to do it 
with the temper and limitations required by the law 
of love. 
But reputation may be diminished not only by 
slander, but also by ridicule. The object 
of this is to awaken contempt. This may 
be proper when provoked by pretense or affectation, 
by extravagance or absurdity, perhaps by persistent 
awkwardness or carelessness, but never to bring 
into contempt anything that is genuine. The mo- 
ment this is done, — and it may be done towards any 
man, — however keen the wit, or perfect the mimicry, 
or droll the caricature, we obscure the distinction 
between that which is reputable and venerable, 
and that which is contemptible, and thus not only 
wrong the individual, but undermine those higher 
sentiments on which the stability of the community 
depends. Ridicule is an effective weapon, but re- 
quires care in its use, and out of its sphere is de- 
moralizing and dangerous. 
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CHAPTER V. 

RIGHT TO TBUTH. 

We have now considered the rights commonly 
mentioned as belonging to all men, — the general 
right to security, the right to life, to liberty, to 
property, and to reputation. I am inclined to say 
there is still another — the right to trv;th. 

This has the same foundation as other rights, that 
is, in its necessity to men for the attainment by 
them of their ends; it is often so spoken of as to 
imply that it is a right, as when one is said to have 
no right to the truth, and in grave cases men are 
put under oath and the right is enforced by law. 
We should hence have naturally expected that it 
would be regarded as a right and classed among the 
others. Whewell does, indeed, place the right of 
contract among the primary rights of men, and 
bases it on the need of mutual understanding. But 
in that mutual understanding which is essential to 
the order of society there is no proper contract. 
Nor is such understanding by any means wholly 
based on anything that can be called either a con- 
tract or a promise. Men act on expectation based, 
either, as in nature, on uniformity of causation 
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without reference to obligation; or on confidence in 
those who have voluntarily excited expectation and 
who feel, on that ground, bound not to disappoint 
it. Which then is the prevalent element in the 
affairs of life ? A man keeps a shop. Do I expect 
to find it open during business hours because he is 
under contract, or has promised to keep it open? 
No, he may shut it up for a holiday, as John Gilpin 
did his, and break no contract ; or he may shut it 
up indefinitely and give no notice. My expectation 
in this, and in a multitude of similar cases, is based 
on that uniform operation of motives, which, aside 
from any sense of obligation and in compatibility 
with freedom, gives stability and consistency to con- 
duct. It may be diflScult, it is, to separate expec- 
tation thus based from that which rests upon an 
implied promise. This always exists when expec- 
tation is volimtarily excited, and carries obligation 
with it, and it is from the two combined that we 
feel so secure of the uniform conduct of those 
around us. So far,* however, as a right exists in 
this case, I should prefer to call it a right to truth 
rather than a right of contract, though it is perhaps 
of little consequence what we call it. 

But such cases are on the same general ground 
with others, in which there is certainly no contract. 
All human interests connect themselves with truth. 
As has been said, men act on expectation, and can 
act successfully only as their expectations are well 
founded, that is, as they are founded in truth. But 
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God has made men so dependent on each other for 
information, that neither the ends of the individual 
nor those of society can be attained unless the repre- 
sentations which they make to each other are large- 
ly true, and what I say is, that when any legitimate 
end of another depends on his being told the truth, 
£Le has a right to the truth. It must be so or there 
are no rights. A traveller asks the right road. 
He has a right to the truth. A child asks if a berry 
be poisonous. It has a right to the truth, and such 
cases are so numerous, that a right to truth seems 
to me among the most sacred and important of our 
rights. 

But it may be asked, who shall decide when a 
man has a right to the truth. In some cases the 
law decides it. Where it does not, the person t)f 
whom it is demanded must decide. Certainly he 
who asks an impertinent question, or any question 
not essential to the attainment by himself of some 
legitimate end, has no right to the truth, though 
the absence of such right will not justify a lie. 

A right to truth, as stated above, will include 
that of contract whether express or implied. 

If any say that a right which cannot be en- 
forced is no right, it is replied that this is enforced 
every time an oath is taken, for the only object of 
an oath is to enforce the truth ; and that this right 
can be enforced quite as fully as the right to repu- 
tation. 
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DIVISION II. 

DUTIES REGARDIKG THE WANTS OF OTHEBS. 
CHAPTER L 

JUSTICE AND BENEYOLENCOL 

Having considered Rights, We next pass to the 
supply of Wants. This is the second great class 
of duties required by love as a law. 

The transition here is from the duties of justice, 
to those of benevolence. Between these there are 
important difiFerences. These were formerly indi^ 
cated by saying that the obligations and claims of 
justice were perfect, while those of benevolence 
were imperfect. But this form of expression was 
objected to as weakening the force of obligation, 
and of late the differences themselves have been 
too much overlooked. 

But it is one thing for a man to ask for the pay- 
ment of a debt, and quite another, however great 
may be his need, to ask for charity. In the first 
case he has a right to the money, and the person 
owing it is under obligation to pay it on the ground 
of that right. In the second case the person asking 
has no right to the money, but it may still be right 
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for the person asked to give it, and he may be. 
under obligation to do so. There may be a claini 
of humanity, if not of justice, and an obligation on 
the ground of that claim where there is no right. 

Hence the first diflference between the duties of 
justice and those of benevolence will be that one 
respects rights, and the other right. These are gen- 
erally coincident, that is, it is generally right for a 
man to do what he has a right to do ; but they may 
be opposed. A rich landlord may have a right to 
collect his rent from a poor widow upon whom un- 
expected and unavoidable misfortune has fallen, and 
take from her her last crust and her last blanket, 
but it would not be right. The rent might be 
justly due, the claim might be valid in law, the law 
might enforce it, and properly, for otherwise there 
could be no law; but it would not be morally 
right. 

A second difference, growing out of the first, is, 
that as rights are capable of definition and precise 
limitation, the obligations growing out of them may 
be enforced by human law, whereas that which is 
right, being incapable of such definition and limita- 
tion, the obligation growing out of it cannot be thus 
enforced. Hence the proper business of legislation 
is to secure to all their rights, and not to oblige any 
to do right. If there are courts of equity their 
dbject is not to compel the doing of right, but to 
prevent the doing of wrong through the imperfec- 
tions and under the forms of law. That legislation 
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Bhould seek to pass from the guardianship of rights 
to an attempt to compel the doing of right, is nat- 
ural ; but this has seldom been done without con- 
fusion and mischief. 

A third difference between the duties of justice 
and those of benevolence is, that while rights are 
the ground of a claim, and he in whom they vest 
may properly be indignant if the claim be not met, 
he who asks aid as charity can never make a claim, 
and has no ground for indignation if his claim be 
refused. It may be that the person asked is under 
obligation to give, but of that he who asks is not 
to be the judge. If he might be, two spheres 
totally different would be at once confounded. 
Goodness must be free to choose its own methods, 
else it would not be goodness. The rich man who 
refused all applicants for aid, and lived in odium 
that he might accumulate enough to supply a city 
with water, was afterwards justified and lauded. 
He was under obligation to be beneficent, but was 
at liberty to choose his own methods ; and even if 
he had not chosen to recognize the obligation, it 
was not for those who had np claim on him but that 
of humanity to call him to account. 

A fourth difference is, that while a fulfillment of 
the obligations corresponding to rights excites no 
gratitude, a ftilfillment of obligation in doing right 
by supplying wants, does excite gratitude. No man 
is orrateful for the payment of a debt. It is simple 
justice, and is, or should be, a matter of course. 
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But if wants are gratuitously supplied, even thougli, 
as in the case of the good Samaritan, the bene&ctor 
could not fail of supplying them without a violation 
of obligation, gratitude is felt. The reason is that 
in the one case the man receives simply what is his 
own, what he has a right to, and may claim ; and 
this is always thus where simple justice is done. 
The natural order of things, except as provided for 
by the natural affections, is that every one should 
have his rights and supply his own wants. In this 
there would be no call for gratitude, while any 
interference with this order by an infraction of 
rights would awaken indignation. But when this 
natural order has been broken in upon, and there 
is want or suffering for which he who gives relief 
is in no way responsible, then the supply of that 
want, and the" relief of that suffering, can come only 
from simple goodness ; and' such goodness manifested 
in behalf of any individual is the proper ground of 
gratitude. Be it that the benefactor is under ob- 
ligation to be good. The action of the moral 
nature enters into, and forms a part of goodness. 
But this obligation having been recognized, and 
goodness, instead of its opposite, having been freely 
chosen, the exercise of such goodness towards an 
individual whose rights we have not violated, and 
fvhose wants and suflFerings are from no agency of 
ours, is a -ground for gratitude, and all the ground 
there can be. There is no contrariety, as some 
Beem to think, between a pervasive moral nature 
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on the one hand, and the utmost freedom of choice 
and the fullest play of every generous affection on 
the other. That these affections should have wide 
scope is right, and if there be obligation it is only 
to the choice of that which is inherently lovely in 
the promotion of good. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

SUPPLY OF THE WANTS OF OTHERS. 

With this view of the differences between the 
duties of justice and those of benevolence we pro- 
ceed to consider what the law of love would require 
in the supply of physical wants. 

Give a person all his rights, and it is to be 
expected that he will supply his own wants. From 
the feebleness of infancy and of age, and from 
sickness, this is, however, often impossible ; and 
then, though there be no claim but that of hbman- 
ity, love would require others to supply them. 

Here two propositions are to be established. 
The first is, that whenever a person has i^^^, ^^ 
all his rights, and it is possible for him to JSteiu^nt 
supply his own wants, love not only does *®**^*^- 
not require us to supply them, but positively for- 
bids it if our doing so would encourage either indo- 
lence or vice. 

Intelligent activity is the great source of good to 
man. It is the foundation of self-respect and of the 
respect of others. Beauty of person ancj talent we 
admire, biit these are gifts. Will, intelligently 
exerted for a worthy end, is the only object of 
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approval. Mental attainments always, and wealth 
generally, — the great means of doing good to . 
others, — depend on such activity. There is be- 
sides, as the inseparable concomitant of such activ- 
ity, a satisfaction of the highest kind, and that can 
come in no other way. Of this activity, want is 
the appointed stimulus. Opposed to it is indolence, 
a besetting sin of the race ; the mother, not only 
of imbecility, but of every vice — and in the stern 
contest of God's ordinance of want with this sin, 
love cannot interfere. An apostle commanded, 
" If any would not work, neither should he eat." 
The second proposition is that when it is im- 
when wants possible for persous to supply their own 
rappu^by wants. Love requires that they be sup- 
others, pji^j ]^y others. 

This impossibility as it appears in infancy, in sick- 
ness, in disability from accident or sudden calamity, 
and in old age, is divinely appointed as a part of 
our condition here ; and over against it we find the 
promptings and claims of natural aflFection, of friend- 
ship, of neighborhood, and of humanity. In the 
spontaneous play of these, if we could but exclude 
indolence and vice, we should find an adequate pro- 
vision for the supply of all wants. The wants and 
liabihties of each would but tend to the union of 
the whole, and the burden of their supply, if indeed 
it would be a burden, would not be greater than 
the discipline of character would require. No 
legislation would be needed. But indolence and 
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vice do exist, and from them come want and suffer- 
ing that assume such proportions as to require 
legislative action. May not, then, such want and 
suffering be left to the provision made by law? 
No ; and this for the sake of both parties. 

Legislation can do much, but when its provisions 
are best administered it is impersonal ; Legfaiation 
like the laws of Nature, it must go by cienttose- 

11 1 f --^ cure this 

general rules, and so cannot touch the supply. 
heart. It has in it the power of relief, but not of 
reform. . It may reach want, but not character, and 
till that is reached nothing effectual or permanent 
is done. The present life is not retributive, but 
disciplinary, and when the laws of well-being have 
been so far transgressed as to bring want and suffer- 
ing that call for charity, these should lead to refor- 
mation. But this they seldom do. More often we 
find either a hardened defiance or a languid and 
hopeless discouragement. What is then needed is 
such kindness and sympathy as will bring to the 
poor and suffering and degraded the hope of res- 
toration to his own self-respect, and to the respect 
and love of others. This can come only from a 
manifestation of individual and personal interest. 
Love begets love, and for all who can love there is 
hope. If love thus manifested, and seconded by 
the natural fruits of transgression, will not work a 
reformation, no human effort can avail. 

Nor will the highest interests of the benefactor 
himself permit that the relief of want and suffering 

14 
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from indolence and vice should be left to legislation 
alone. If we except the for^veness of enemies, and 
kindness to those injurious to us personally, there is 
no way in which Christ can be imitated so closely 
as by doing good to the degraded through their own 
fault, and to those seemingly lost. There is no 
achievement like that of lifting a man sunk in vice 
and enchained by evil habits onto the high ground 
of Christian manhood, and fixing him permanently 
there ; and the more there is of sympathy, and of 
eflFort for this, the more is the character improved. 

For the sake of both parties then, we are for- 
bidden to remit the care of the poor by their own 
foult to provision made by law. 
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DIVISION III. 

PERFECTING AND DIRECTING THE POWERS OF OTHERS. 



CHAPTER I. 

DUTY OF INFLUENCE FROM THE RELATION OF CHAR- 
ACTER TO WELL-BEING OBSTACLES TO CHANGE 

OF INTELLECTUAL STATE AND OF CHARACTER 

But we are not only to supply the physical wants 
of men as we have opportunity, we are also to seek 
ta perfect and direct their powers. 

In speaking of our duty to ourselves, nothing was 
said of directing the powers, because they were sup- 
posed to be under the direction of the law of love. 
The inquiry was what love, supposed to exist, 
would require us to do. But as a condition of well- 
being, a right direction of the powers, so far as it 
can be distinguished from perfection, is even more 
important than that. It is necessary to progress 
toward perfection. 

There is here a distinction to be made between 
the intellectual and moral powers. For the im- 
provement of the moral powers the two conditions 
of activity, and right direction, are requisite, but 
activity alone is needed to improve the intellectual 
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powers. The burglar gains adroitness and skill in 
picking the lock as rapidly as the lock-maker in 
guarding against him. With given activity it 
matters little for purposes of skill and efficiency 
on what objects the intellect is employed, or for 
what end. But if the moral powers are not em- 
ployed on right objects and directed to a right 
end, there is not only perversion but deterioration. 
The more active they are the more they deterio- 
rate. If, therefore, we would do the highest good 
to men we must seek, not only to perfect their 
powers, but to perfect the moral powers by direct- 
ing them rightly. Our object must be to produce 
a change not merely in the condition, but in the 
state of men ; and not merely in their intellectual 
state involving acquisitions and capacity, but in 
their moral state which involves, or rather which is, 
character. 

And here, in character, whether we would con- 
SliSil^ter**' suit for our own good, or that of others, 
£ing*' we find that condition of well-being which 
is to be singled out as " the one thing needful." 
It is to be distinguished from everything else — 
from all dispositions and- tendencies so native as to 
be wholly independent of choice, and which, if they 
lie back of choice, have yet no moral character till 
they are sanctioned by that. It is to be distin- 
guished from all characteristics, which are accidental 
peculiarities ; from acquisitions, which are what we 
gain, whether of material or of power, character 
being implied ; and from all accomplishments, which 
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are acquired perfections in ourselves, and means of 
pleasing others, if we have a disposition to please 
them. So far from consisting in any of these 
things, it ' is this that controls and directs them all. 
This can transform and renovate all dispositions, 
can remedy all infelicities of temperament and of 
temper. Character can triumph over the most ad- 
verse circumstances, turning them into means of its 
own advancement. It can transfigure and glorify 
the humblest lot. It is the possibility of this in 
our humanity, and its capacity for it that gives to 
that humanity its highest value, and it is the higher 
manifestations of this that give it its dignity. What 
then is it ? It is the very essence, not of our sub- 
stantial being as given by God, but of ourselves as 
having capacity to choose our own ends, and to 
take our own place in his universe. It is deter- 
mined by and consists in our radical choice. It is 
our deepest love. When we know what the su- 
preme chosen end of any man is, we know his 
character. This it is that determines his affinities 
in the moral world where the attractions and re- 
pulsions are stronger than they are in the physical 
world. With this, the deepest, central love of its 
being, right, humanity comes into such a relation 
to the Maker and Proprietor of all, that it enters 
into the possession and inheritance of all things ; 
with this wrong, it not merely falls away into in- 
difference to all that is good, but into repugnance 
to it, and enters a realm of positive evil and suffer- 
ing corresponding to the good of which it is capable. 
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From this relation of character to well-being it 
must be our duty to do what we can that the char- 
acter of others should be right; but the intellec 
tual acquisitions and power of others, and especially 
their character, hold a relation to our efforts en- 
tirely different from the supply of their wants. If a 
man fail to supply his own wants we can do it with- 
out his cooperation, or at least, we can so provide 
for them that his cooperation, unless he may choose 
to commit suicide, is a matter of course ; but no 
man can be benefited to any great extent intellec- 
tually, or at all morally, without his own active co- 
operation. We have direct power over matter, but 
can reach mind only by inflttence. If any one 
choose he can oppose a barrier to anything we can 
do that we cannot overcome. 

And not only so, there is a tendency in ignorance 
g^^j^^^ ^ and vice to erect such barriers. Mind has 
tenoronw ^^ ^^ tnerticB as well as matter. The 
andTice. ignonuit pcrsou sees what he sees and is 
content with it. He is not content with the igno- 
rance as such, but with knowledge, that is, with what 
he knows, and every person who is content with 
what he knows is in the same condition, only he 
may be a little less ignorant. The man has knowl- 
edge, it is his knowledge ; in the light of it he sees 
and walks, he sees nothing beyond, and so desires 
nothing. If this knowledge, however limited, be 
connected with customs of long standing, so that in 
the light of it the man walks where his fathers 
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walked, and if enlargement of knowledge would 
draw after it a change of associations and habits, 
and especially if &ncied interest from short-sighted 
views come in, then will new ideas not only not be 
welcomed, but they will be resisted. And so strong 
is this tendency that if a people be ignorant there is 
no hope that enlightenment will spring up from 
themselves. There is no example of it in history. 
It must come from above, or from without ; when it 
does come it will be resisted, and the resistance will 
be in proportion to the ignorance and the &ncied 
interests in question. 

But if this be true of ignorance, much more will 
it be of vice. Vice involves habits of action, chosen 
habits. Its very essence is in these. It relates not 
merely to associations of thought, to ordinary cus- 
toms and the routine of life, but to the whole direc- 
tion and tendency of the man, to the tenor and 
current of his affections and choices. Vices differ 
as appetites, desires, passions may be stronger ; but 
they have a common root in the fact that the man 
is not lifted from the plane of indulgence in that 
propensity which is strongest, whatever it may be, to 
the higher ground of subjugating all propensities 
and merely impulsive tendencies to the demands 
6f intelligent choice, and the voice of conscience 
speaking in accordance with that. * It makes a 
radical difference whether the conduct has its root 
in rational choice and be sanctioned by the con- 
science, or in bUnd impulsion of whatever kind. 
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In the one case the man is controlled by what in 
the Scriptures is called the spirit in opposition to 
the flesh, and in the other by that which is called 
the flesh in opposition to the spirit. In its nature 
all impulsion is blind. Each appetite and desire 
finds its motive in its own object. In themselves, 
impulsion, desire, appetite, have no moral character, 
but the man who gives himself up to the control of 
any one of these has a moral character. He lays 
aside his true manhood. He debases himself. 
Outwardly he may do nothing unseemly, but he 
permits that to rule which ought to serve. He falls 
into bondage, and nothing but favoring outwai'd 
circumstances, or an amiable temper, or a selfish 
prudence, can stand between him and any crime. 
In a sense and to a certain extent the impulsive 
and the rational powers may be coincident, but they 
can never act in the same manner, nor have the 
same end. Impulsion, appetency of every kind, are 
independent facts in our constitution. They are to 
control us up to a certain point, and then are to be 
regulated. Up to the point where they need reg- 
ulation they may be said to be coincident with the 
rational power, but they are blind ; they are essen- 
tially of the nature of servants, and whoever gives 
himself up to the permanent guidance and control 
of any one of them, or to be controlled by them in 
turn as each may be strongest, is in bondage. This 
bondage may assume a great variety of forms, and 
be more or less inveterate and debasing, but in 
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every form it is bondage, and more to be dreaded 
than that which is physical. We call it bondage, 
and it is so. It is an unnatural position, a degrada- 
tion. Let the spiritual nature with its powers of 
comprehension abdicate its seat and work in sub- 
jection to the lower and blind nature of appetency 
and impulsion, and the broad wisdom appropriate to 
that nature degenerates into the cunning of the 
serpent. Intellectual power becomes a curse, and 
instead of holding his erect position and communing 
with the heavens, the man, that which is distinc- 
tively so, goes upon his belly and eats dust. 

This bondage is felt, but it is chosen, for though 
it be bondage, there is yet in it a certain freedom, 
the freedom of abandonment and insubjection. 
There is in it no trouble or sacrifice of self-denial, 
for the higher nature, in whose behalf alone self- 
denial is possible, is set aside. If we add to this 
the blindness and paralysis that come upon the 
spiritual powers when they are thus ignored and 
abused, the light that is within us becoming dark- 
ness, we shall not wonder that it is so seldom, if 
ever, that any one who has come under the power 
of this bondage breaks away from it of his own 
accord, or by his own strength. 

We have, then, three conditions of humanity in 
their order as lower and higher, in which Thwewm- 
we are required to put forth efforts in its JSSJi'*" 
behalf: physical want, ignorance, and I ***'*• 
will not say vice, but that state in which the ra- 



Digitized by 



Google 



218 MORAL SCIENCE. 

tional and spiritual powers are in bondage to those 
that are impulsive. 

Of these, physical want, as producing immediate 
Firit,phy». Suffering, and as addressing us through 
leal want. ^j^^ seuses, makcs an appeal that is uni- 
versally felt. Hence all mankind have a sympathy 
with the disposition that would reUeve such want. 
From the time of Job, and doubtless from the be- 
ginnmg, men have commended him who has been 
" eyes to the bUnd/' and " feet to the lame," and a 
" father to the poor," and who has " caused the 
widow's heart to sing for joy." Besides, physical 
suffering is often unavoidable. It may be from 
hereditary disease, or from misfortune, or accident, 
and no possible agency, or want of agency, on the 
part of the sufferer can come in to cfieck our sym- 
pathy. It is to be said, too, though giving to su])- 
ply pliysical suffering often requires delicacy, yet 
that we approach in this less near to the centre of 
personality, and are less in danger of wounding 
either self-love or a just self-respect. 

But, with the evils from ignorance, all this is in 
seeondand ^ gTcat moasure reversed ; and with those 
nom?nM " from Spiritual bondage, and from vice, as 
and Tioe. distinguished from its physical effects, it is 
wholly so. There is here no immediate suffering ; 
the senses are not appealed to ; there is nothing to 
measure the evil, and those who are the subjects of 
the evil are not conscious of it Ignorance may be 
from indolence and neglect, or from mere wilfrdlness. 
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It IS often self-complacent, or perhaps makes itself 
anconsciously ridiculous and absurd. Still less 
visibly do spiritual bondage, and vice except in its 
lower forms, connect themselves with suflFering. 
Around these wealth and learning and accomplish- 
ments are often ;gathered ; they array themselves 
in the fashion^ and organize the gayeties and pomps 
of this world. Having their seat within, and being 
connected with much that is attractive, it is not for 
one man to say how far they exist in another. As 
they must be from choice and involve the supreme 
choice, and are always wrong, whoever seeks to 
remove them must venture into the very seat of 
personality, and always with direct or implied cen- 
sure. It is not therefore to be wondered at that 
while those who have relieved physical suffering, 
and those who have enlightened ignorance through 
the regularly constituted forms of education have 
been welcomed and commended, those who have 
sought to enthrone conscience and benefit meii 
spiritually should have been thought intrusive and 
fanatical, and should have been resisted and per- 
secuted. The truth is, that over large portions of 
the earth this form of doing good has not been 
attempted. Its necessity has not been recognized. 
Its very nature has not been understood. Christ is 
the only person who ever made this his sole aim, or 
at least, who made all things else subservient to 
this. He alone saw clearly what was the great 
want of the race. This, we can now see, has its 
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foundation in the nature and condition of man, as 
much so as physical or intellectual want, and also 
that it should be recognized as furnishing the high- 
est sphere of labor for the good of man. But this 
sphere has not been recognized distinctly, and this 
labor has not been done except where the teachings 
of Christ have come. He first revealed fully the 
motives and conditions of successful work, He inau- 
gurated the system by his own crucifixion, and it 
has been carried forward since only by the spirit of 
self-renunciation which He thus illustrated. 

In each of the spheres above mentioned, it is 
more blessed to give than to receive. The reason 
GiTingand ^^» *^**' g^^^^g implies a Superiority of the 
woeiving. giver in the possession of the thing given, 
and also the exercise of faculties capable of confer- 
ring a higher joy. He who would relieve physical 
want must have money, or food, or clothing to give ; 
he who would enlighten the ignorant must have 
knowledge, and he who would lift another from any 
form of spiritual bondage or vice, can work effec- 
tually only by standing, in some points at least, 
above him. 
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8PHEEE8 OF EFFORT: WHO MAT LABOR IK 
THEM. 

But while there are thus these three great fields 
of labor, and while it is more blessed in each to give 
tlian to receive, the question arises, who may enter 
in to labor in them. 

In the first, the field of physical want, the ca- 
pacity, the right, and the obligation have always 
been supposed to go together. If any man had 
wealth, and was disposed to employ it in relieving 
such wants as wealth can directly relieve, no one 
has objected ; but to labor as teachers, and also for 
the spiritual interests of men, men have been espe- 
cially set apart. This has been done for good rea- 
sons, but I suppose that here also the capacity gives 
the right and imposes the obligation. For the sake 
of order, and to guard against error, governments 
and eccJesiastical bodies have assumed to authorize 
teachers and those qualified to minister to the spir- 
itual wants of men, but they have no power except 
to exclude those who have not the capacity. Ca- 
pacity is given of God, and no man or body of men 
has a right to forbid one who has it to do a good 
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work to his fellow men. If one who has capacity 
be thns forbidden, it is still his duty to go on as the 
Apostles did, doing his work and taking the conse- 
quences. This may bring on conflicts and turn the 
world upside down, but any other doctrine would 
be fatal to progress. 

As re;f^rring to ^i^Jtinct parts of pur T^atui:^, the 
Three three spheres of beneficence spoken of 

stiminated. above uccd to be carefiilly discriminated, 
and in the minds of very many, the third needs to 
be legitimated. We need not merely to see their 
limitations, but especially the difficulties and obsta- 
cles of each. We need also to see their relations 
as higher and lower, the lower good being a condi- 
tion for the higher, and the lower wdrk ftimishing 
the best introduction to that which is higher, and 
the best standing-point for it. He who fails to do 
good to the bodied of men when that is in his power 
and they need it, or who fails to enlighten the ig- 
norant when he can, will enter upon a higher work 
at a great disadvantage, if indeed he can succeed in 
it at all. We need, finally, to see, ^hat it has been 
my general object to impress in these remarks, that 
each of these spheres is open to all who can enter 
in, and that the relations of men to each Other as 
men, impose upon all the obligation to do for others 
in each of these spheres whatever they can. 



Digitized by 



Google 



RIGHTS OF PERSONS, ETC. 226 

tions and principles must be involved that will re* 
quire attention. 

And first, it may be well to notice more fully, 
though it does not belong here exclu- Relation of 

. . Bight to 

sively, the relation to each other of Right, Right*, 
and of Rights. Neither of these can be, except 
with reference to an end. The idea of an eternal 
Right existing in the order of thought before God, 
or any being who could have the conception of an 
end, and controlling him, is to me inconceivable. 
Right relates to what beings are to do ; rights to 
what they may claim and require others to do. 
That is the right thing to be done in a family by 
which the ends of the family as God instituted it 
would be attained, and a parent has rights that he 
may cause those ends to be attained. In the im- 
perfection of human arrangements men may have 
legal rights which it would not be right to enforce, 
but it would be a contradiction to say that they can 
have a right morally to do that which is not right. 
He who enforces his rights for the end for which 
they were given, does right*; he who does it for 
any other end is a tyrant. 

We next ask attention to the claims of ^j^ ^^^ 
special duties and of the family, out of JJ* J^J2* 
which they all grow. ^^^* 

It is said by some that we are to regard every 
man, and labor for him according to his intrinsic 
worth, irrespective of any special relation to us. 
This has a show of breadth and of liberality, but 

16 
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is contrary to natui^e, and would defeat its own 
end. 

If there be one set of arrangements more illus- 
trative than others of the divine wisdom and good- 
ness, it is that by which the knowledge j^nd strength 
and affection of the parent — that natural affection 
which fixes upon the child ^s his own — is set over 
against the ignorance and weakness and utter de- 
pendence of the child. This, if any thing can, in- 
dicates the ministry to which the child is. to be 
entrusted. Throughout animated nature the good 
of the whole is reached by specific ministries indi- 
cated and animated by specific affections. Through 
them a large part of the good on the earth is con- 
ferred and enjoyed, and he who would set them 
aside, would set aside one of the widest and most 
pervading of all the provisions and arrangements 
made by God. 

It will follow from what has just been said, that 
those who thus go contrary to nature must defeat 
their own end. Is that end the happiness, or the 
best care of the race ? The race has no existence 
separate fi:om the individuals of whom it is com- 
posed, so that what is best for each individual is 
best for all. But it is found that the happiness of 
individuals is best promoted by a faithfiil attention 
y> those special duties which are involved in these re- 
lations which God has established. The children of 
each parent are committed to him. This gives him 
a specific duty. These are his platoon as an under 
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officer in the great army of the race. There may 
be higher duties in relation to the army and its 
commander than the care of his platoon. Exigen- 
cies may occur when this shall be, for no natural 
aflfection or impulse can give absolute law, but un- 
der all ordinary conditions it is the business of each 
parent to take care of his own children. It is not 
for him to look the world over and compare his 
children with those of others and decide on their 
relative value or worthiness. By the voice of na- 
ture and of God, as well as by every advantage of 
labor and of influence, his first duty is to his own 
children, and as this is the case with every other 
man, it will follow that in this way all children will 
be taken care of in the best possible manner. 

And what is thus true of the parental relation is 
true in its measure of all the relations of kindred, 
as of brother and sister, and the more distant grades 
of affinity. It is also true of those to whom we 
are bound by friendship, of those to whom gratitude 
is due, of those who stand in the relation of neigh- 
bors and eveii of fellow citizens. 

Of course speci6c aflfections need regulation. 
There is danger of excess in them and of absorp- 
tion by them. They do not give law, but are as 
much intended to have an influence in social life as 
the instincts are in the control of the body. With- 
in limits, and under ordinary conditions, a man may 
rationally yield himself to the guidance of his in- 
stincts with the conviction that they are the voice 
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of a higher reason than his own. Let a man ignore 
Instinct and Appetite in the care of his animal life, 
and hand the care of that life over to Reason to be 
provided for on scientific principles and tliere will 
be no longer spontaneity or beauty in that life, and 
its efficiency will be impaired. In the same way, 
if we disallow those feelings which naturally spring 
from the near affinities and proximities of social, life 
we take away its warmth and spontaneity, and sub- 
stitute the limited and discordant views of individ- 
uals for the wisdom of God. 

The family is the ordinance of God, and its un- 
derlying idea is religious. It is, indeed, a training- 
school for the community and the state, but only as 
preparatory to fitness for a place in that great family 
above of which the family here is a type, and for 
which it should be a preparation. It is the first 
form of human society, the foundation and source 
of all other forms, and as that is such will they be. 
It was because the family is thus the fountain-head 
of society, and must determine its character, that 
our Saviour insisted so strongly upon its sacredness. 
In nothing were his teachings more in opposition to 
the spirit of his time, or to the general spirit of the 
world, and nothing in those teachings caused greater 
surprise to his disciples. But he knew his ground, 
he abated no jot from the strictness of his require- 
ments, and the history of the world since shows the 
wisdom of his precepts. Without this the materials 
for a free government never have been frimished 
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DUTIES FROM SPECIAL BELATIONS. 

CHAPTER L 

rights of feksons : bight and rights : 8peciai 
duties: the family. 

We have now seen that it is our duty to do good 
to all — 

1. By conceding to them their rights ; 

2. By supplying their wants ; and 

3. By directing and perfecting their powers. 
But this good is to be thus done to all in their 

simple relation to us as fellow men. As such they 
stand to us in the relation of perfect equality — not 
necessarily an equality of condition, but an equality 
of rights. We have no right over them, they have 
,no claim upon us on the ground of having been 
in any way specially committed to us. 

But in the relations, constituted by God, of hus- 
band and wife, and of parent and child, p^^^^^ 
and others growing out of these, there is jy^ ""Jj* 
a commitment of each to each, and of '*«**'•* 
some to others ; and there is a foundation laid for 
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what have been called the rights of persons, with 
their corresponding duties, claims, and obligations. 
As has been said, the right of parents over the 
child is from the fact that God has so committed 
the child to them, that they are either indispensa- 
ble to the attainment by the child of its end, or can 
do for it what no one else can. This right, thus 
founded, involves the duty on the part of the par- 
ents of doing what they can to enable the child to 
attain its end. This is the very purpose for which 
the right over the child was given, and no duty can 
be more imperative. 

We have thus, in special relations of which those 
Special ^^ ^^® family are but an example, an oc- 

*"***• casion for special duties. As we pass to 

the consideration of these duties that arise from 
or under the " Rights of Persons," we make an 
important transition. We come into a region in 
many respects new. It is one thing to treat of 
duty among equals having a common standard, law, 
or authority, to which they must alike defer, and 
quite another to treat of it among beings who have 
reciprocal rights and duties, claims and obligations. 
In the one case, the standard may be simply imper- 
sonal law, or what must mean the same thing, — the 
law of obligation as revealed in each one, and so 
there be no responsibility except of the being to 
himself. There could be no government, no obe- 
dience, no punishment. In the other case, all these 
will exist, and in treating of these duties, new ques^ 
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and never can be. This it is, just this, that our 
people need not only to see, but to have impressea 
upon them, for it is upon the purity, the sacredness, 
and the well-ordering of families that the perma- 
nence of our institutions must depend. Have what 
public 'schools you will, enhghten the people as 
you may, and without the family as formative, — 
formative of habits of obedience and of a temper of 
mutual forbearance, — and as offering in its spirit 
the only model of a right government, the perma- 
nence of free institutions in any such form as will 
make them a blessing is impossible. 

On this point I feel that I cannot speak too 
strongly, because we are here at the root. Most 
questions of what is called social science pertain to 
the branches, but in this — the right constitution 
and ordering of families, — is God's social science, 
and if men will but learn and apply this ftilly, most 
other questions that now pertain to that science will 
disappear. Remove the swamp and the malaria and 
there will be no occasion to discuss the mode of 
treating the epidemic. 

But while insisting thus upon the claims of the 
familv, I would not be insensible to those Bads of 

* , . , , commun- 

of the idea that underlies communism. Jam. 
The basis of communism is, for the most part, sec- 
ular and economic, and its advantages are wholly so. 
It seeks the best distribution and results of labor. 
But may not these be as well reached through the 
family as in any other way ? If not, it would be a 
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strange exception to the law by which that which is 
lower is best attained by attaining most fiilly that 
which is higher. The difficulty has been that fam- 
ilies have not been so ordered as to attain the higher 
end, and then, in their isolation and selfishness evils 
have arisen for which communism has been sug- 
gested as a remedy. This has been tried with every 
advantage by earnest, enthusiastic, and cultivated 
people, but has uniformly failed. It always will. 
But while there will be economic as well as so- 
cial evils as long as the real end of the 
family in training up children for God is 
not reached, and while communism, as dispensing 
with the feimily, can never succeed, yet another idea, 
represented by another word, has arisen, through 
which a measure of success, perhaps a large one, 
may be hoped. That word is cod'peraiion. To this 
there is no objection. Through this, in perfect 
compatibility with feimily relations and interests, 
much may be done to diminish labor, to increase 
production, and to divide more equally, not to say 
justly, the common results of labor and of capital. 
How much may be done in this way we do not yet 
know. The experiment has not been fully tried. 
Let it be tried. Let whatever can be done in this 
way be done ; but let us hold fast to God's institu- 
tion of the family. Let us hold fast to the doctrine 
of special duties made imperative upon us by our 
personal relations. Let us not put off work at our 
own doors for distant work, mistaking indolence, or 
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sentimentalism, or the love of notoriety, or all to- 
gether, for either philanthropy or religion. Finding 
a chart laid down for ns in the voyage of life, let us 
follow it, and not venture in seeking the good of 
the whole to substitute our own wisdom for the 
wisdom of God. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER n. 

government: responsibility: punishment. 

Accepting these special duties, or, indeed, recog- 
nizing Rights of Persons at all, we reach at once 
the right of the parent to command, and the corre- 
sponding obligation of the child to obey; or, more 
generally, we reach the right of one moral being to 
govern another, involving both command or author- 
ity, and obedience ; we reach Faith as the only ra- 
tional ground of obedience ; we have Responsibility, 
both of those who govern for the governed, and of 
those who are governed to those who govern ; and 
we have Punishment. These are great ideas in 
morals ; the larger part of our duties are connected 
with them, but they can have place only under a 
system of special relations, and in connection with 
special rights growing out of the relations and caus- 
ing the duties to vary endlessly as the relations 
vary. At these ideas wc^ need to look. 

The foundation of the right of government and 
GoTera- ^^^ limitations as they are related to an 
"^"*- end, have already been referi'ed to. This 

right first appears in the parent. If he is to secure 
the end of the child, it is indispensable that he 
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should have the right to control him. So far as 
that may be necessary, he has a right to control 
him physically and by force. Such control in very 
early years he is bound to exercise. Subsequently 
he has a right to command, and the child is under 
obligation to obey. This is properly government — 
the control of one intelligent and moral being by 
the expressed will of another. On the one side 
there is a command, on the other there is obe- 
dience. 

And by obedience here is not meant conformity 
to the will of the parent on the ground of 

^ .1 /. 1 .11 T Obedience. 

perceived reasons aside from that will. It 
is one thing to appeal to the reason of a child, 
showing him the reasons why we wish, or command 
him to do a particular act so that he may do it, not 
on the ground of the command, but of the reasons ; 
and it is quite another thing to give the command 
without reasons, and to be obeyed simply on the 
ground of the command. Of these only the last 
is obedience. If the child so sees the reasons for 
action that he would perform the act on the ground 
of those reasons without regard to the will of the 
parent, such an act cantiot be in obedience to that 
will. There are parents who seek to control their 
children by such presentation of reasons and call it 
government ; but it is not government. The child 
may do right, and this may be the best thing for the 
parent to do, but he should not delude himself with 
the idea that he governs, or that the child obeys. 
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To obey is to do the will of another, simply on the 
ground that it is his will. He who obeys may see 
reasons for it, or against it, or see no reasons at all, 
but he would do the act equally in either case be- 
cause he was commanded to do it. 1£ that be not 
the reason, it is not obedience. 

Now it is just this obedience to which the parent 
has a right, and which the child is bound to yield. 
But, you will ask, is not the child a rational crea- 
ture, and is not his reason to be appealed to ? Yes, 
his reason is to be appealed to, but in so far as he is 
tmder government in distinction from influence^ 
that reason is to be exercised, not in an attempt to 
comprehend the reasons by which the will of the 
parent is determined, which would be to put him- 
self upon an equality with him, but in comprehend- 
ing the reasons for confidence or fiiith in the parent. 

This brings us to consider the great principle of 
pjj^pi^ faith which underlies all rational control of 
of feith. Qjjg being by another. This is a rational 
principle, wholly so, having two branches as it makes 
its demands upon the understanding or the will, 
and is expressed in belief or. in obedience. Their 
common root is confidence. Belief because another 
says it, is confidence expressed in believing ; obe- 
dience because another commands it, is confidence 
expressed in action. This is the great and only pos- 
sible uniting, elevating, and assimilating principle 
where an inferior being is to be governed by the 
will of a superior, that is, to be governed at all ; or 
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where any one being is to be governed by the wiH 
of another. The child, the sabject, the being gov- 
emed, may not know the reason of the command, 
but he knows that he who gives it is wise and good, 
and he feels that it is the most rational thing he can 
do to believe a proposition simply because he says 
it, and to do an act simply because he commands it. 
As this rational faith is the sole principle of gov- 
ernment aside firom fear or force, it be- futhMd 
comes us to examine it well as needed in «*'*™""***- 
this relation of parent and child, where we first 
find the need of it. In early life cliildren need to 
be controlled wholly by their parents, and they are 
to be so guided that they may pass gradually fi-om 
that control to a perfect independence of them, and 
to a wise course of action under the government of 
God. In this subjection and control there is to be 
no shade of degradation, no slavish fear, but only a 
control made necessary by the condition of the 
child, I will not say to the fulfillment of its destiny, 
but to the attainment of its end. Such control will 
be reached by a subjection in perfect &ith, both of 
the understandin : and the will of the child to the 
understanding and will of the parent, and in no 
other way. This will be government ; it will be 
subjection, but it will be government by one quali- 
fied both by wisdom Mid by love to govern ; it will 
be submitted to in the recognition and full feith of 
this wisdom and love, and can therefore have in it 
nothing misleading or degi^ing. The child simply 
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works under tte law of love in his peculiar rela- 
tions as ordained by God ; tmd that is all that any 
creature can do. He is to rise as rapidly as possi- 
ble to his position of independent action, but in the 
process of thus rising, his wisdom and duty are to be 
subject to his parents. If the parent be what he 
should be, the end will thus be reached perfectly. 
If he be not wholly what he should be, such sub- 
jection will still be generally right and best, but if 
the parent become disqualified by vice or imbecil- 
ity to direct the child to his end, then the civil law 
may interfere, or the child may himself seek other 
protection and guidance. This shows that the duty 
does not arise from the mere relation. Remove the 
idea of an end to be attained, and that of duty will 
also disappear. 

And here we find, not merely the principle of 
KOTponsi- faith, which, though rational, wholly so, 
**^"*^* and under the circumstances the only 

rational thing possible, is yet not philosophy at all, 
any more than instinct is, but we also find the fact of 
responsibility. This also has two branches. There 
is both a responsibility for others, and to others; 
though responsibility for others must, except in God, 
ultimately resolve itself into responsibility to an- 
other. This is a great fact in morals, and the 
ground of it needs to be clearly stated. 

If any hold that the will of another is the ground 
of obligation, responsibility to him will follow of 
course. But if a man be under obligation on a 
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ground independent of the wfll of another, how can 
he be responsible to that other ? Most philosophers 
do in fact find a ground of obligation other than the 
mere will of any being ; but all our duties are so 
connected with responsibility, and all the duties of 
every created being must be, that many have not 
thought of duty as possible without that. Respon- 
sibility has seemed to them to be involved in the 
very conception of law, as much so as obligation. 
And in one sense it is ; but in any sense in which a 
moral being can be a law unto himself it is not in- 
volved ; and the question is, how such a being, thus 
capable of being a law to himself, can, consistently 
with this, become so subject to another as to be 
responsible to him. 

This difficulty has been clearly seen by Dr. 
Hickok, and he sets it aside by saying, that inas- 
much as positive authority must have other ends 
than spiritual worthiness, it has nothing to do with 
pure morality, and pure morality has nothing to do 
with it except to see that none of its requisitions are 
opposed to morality. " Pure morality," he says, 
** in the contemplation of such occasions will not be 
sufficient to cover all the methods of dealing with 
human conduct, and thus other systems of motives 
must be found and classified which do not direct 
themselves immediately to the end of highest wor- 
thiness, and thereby other rules of human action 
must be attained than the ultimate rule of pure 
morality. But no such motives may be applied, and 
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no such rules adopted contrary to the claims of pure 
morality." ^ Again, it is said of authority that, " it 
is introduced as a necessary means of constraint 
where pure morality will not admit of an appli- 
cation ; but in no case, and for no reason, may it be 
used in conflict with morality ; and hence the neces- 
sity of subjecting all authority to the criterion of a 
rigid Moral Science by which only can it be known 
that it is nothing but righteous authority that has 
been tolerated. Positive authority, thus, must come 
within the field of a pure moral science. It will not 
govern by morality, but it must govern in fiill ac- 
cordance with morality." ^ 

Here it may be asked, if positive authority does 
not govern by morality, what it does govern by ; 
and also how Anjwiuthority can be a " righteous au- 
thority " that has no, moral quality and is exercised 
outside of the field of morality. AH government, 
as such, is by authority, and it would seem desirable 
to find a ground for that by which the government 
of God may be a moral government, and not simply 
not immoral. 

The question respecting the ground of responsi- 
Bighteoufl bility then recurs, aild an answer to it is 
authority, suggested in the expression used above, 
" Righteous authority," that is, an authority having 
its foundation in Rights. Has the parent a right 
to govern ? If so, i^esponsibility must follow, for 
without that there can be no government. This is 

i M<yral HcUnce, p. 146. 3 llad,, p. 14a. 
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self-evident. On what ground then can govern- 
ment be justified ? Why not leave each moral be- 
ing to the control of his own moral nature, and to 
the results of his own action under the guidance of 
that nature ? There might then be guilt on the 
violation of obligation, the shock of which would be 
felt within his own being, but no responsibility to 
another. This is so with God. He is, and can be 
responsible to no one ; but the responsibility of crea- 
tures to Him must follow directly from the posses- 
sion by Him of the right to govern them. These 
must go together. Xo-day a child is at large in the 
streets. He has no responsibility to any teadier, 
and no teacher has any right over him. To-morrow 
the parent places the child in a school, and now the 
teacher has rights, and the child is responsible. 
The teacher not only has the right, but is under 
obligation to use all legitimate means to attain the 
ends of the school, and the pupil is responsible to 
him for that, and only that which would interfere 
with, those ends. Any authority needed to attain 
those ends is righteous authority, as growing out of 
his rights, and no other authority is righteous. So 
the responsibility of the child to the parent is directly 
from the right of the parent to control him, and must 
be coextensive with that right. But, as we have seen, 
the rights of the parent are from his relation to the 
end of the child and of the family, which he is under 
obligation by the affirmation of his own moral nature 
to take every proper means to secure, and so the 
child must be directly responsible to him. 
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And not only is there responsibility to others, but 
Beeponsi. also, as has been said, for others. If these 
oth«n. do ultimately coalesce from the fact of the 
responsibility of all to God, yet this aspect of the 
subject requires attention. The parent is responsi- 
ble for the welfare of the family, that is, he is under 
obligation to God to see that that welfare is guarded 
and promoted. He not only has a right but is un- 
der obligation, on the ground of that, to guard their 
rights. So far as he is able he is bound to see that 
no selfishness of one shall so encroach upon another 
as to debar him from the exercise of any natural 
right or the attainment of any legitimate end. Here 
again we have the right of government, not merely 
that the end of the individual may be attained, but 
that the rights of all may be guarded. From his 
verj'^ position the parent must be the guardian of the 
child if his rights are to be secured, or if his end is 
to be attained ; and hence we see that rights, gov- 
ernment, and responsibility have a common ground 
in their necessity for the attainment of a common 
end having intrinsic value, and in view of which 
oUigation is immediately affirmed. The child is 
bound to have faith in the parent because he has 
reason to believe that he is wise and good, and will 
do all things for the ends of the family ; and the 
man is bound to have faith in God because he has 
reason to believe that He is wise and good, and will 
do all things for the ends of his intelligent and 
moral kingdom ; and so the child and the man can 
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joyfiilly submit to government, and acknowledge 
responsibility under it with the conviction that so 
only can they work for that end in view of which 
obligation is afBrmed. So only can conduct become 
rational, so only can we have science in the place 
of blind impulsions, and unity in the principle of 
conduct in our various relations. 

There is one point more concerning responsibility. 
It always has respect to some person. A Responai- 

•111.. /*» 1 bilitytoa 

man may violate obligation as amrmed person, 
within himself, and it be nothing to another except 
as a moral being; but if lie he responsible to 
that other, then a failure to meet that responsibility 
is a violation of a right that must admit and may 
demand retribution. If a parent command a child 
to do an act which he has a right to command, the 
child is directly responsible to hioi for obedience. 
If the child refuse to obey, not only is an ordinance 
of God that is inwrought into the very structure of 
society set aside, but the personal rights of the pa- 
rent are invaded. Not only is obligation violated 
and guilt incurred, but there is a direct personal 
affi*ont, an infringement of a sacred right, and the 
parent is bound to vindicate that right in the only 
way possible, that is, by punishment. 

We have thus the origin, not only of the right of 
government, but of punishment, the idea pnnwimeiit, 
and right of which are, indeed, involved ^****^ 
in the very notion of government. The conse- 
quences within the moral being himself, of violating 

16 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



242 MORAL SCIENCE. 

obHgatioii, the shock that may ensue, whatever that 
may be, is not punishment. It cannot be. Punish- 
ment is the vindication by a person, through some 
positive infliction, of violated rights. In no other 
way can such rights be vindicated, and rights gen- 
erally be protected, except possibly by some expres- 
sion of a displeasure as great as would be manifested 
by inflicting the punishment. In no other way can 
the attitude of the person towards his own authority 
and rights, or towards universal righteousness as- 
sailed through these, be indicated, and his moral 
character be made to appear. Government being 
by authority, is an expression of WiU^ and if punish- 
ment is to sustain government, that too must be, 
and must be known to be, an expression of the same 
will. Evil may be suffered and inflicted that is not 
punishment. Evil from accident, or misfortune, or 
from the laws of nature regarded as impersonal, is 
not punishment. Nor is evil inflicted by equals 
upon equals punishment, nor that inflicted from 
anger, or malice, or for the sake of discipline. This 
latter, evil inflicted for the sake of discipline, is gen- 
erally supposed to be punishment, and parents say 
to children that they punish them for their own 
good. But if that be the sole end the infliction of 
evil has no reference to law, and cannot be properly 
punishment. Punishment presupposes a law ad- 
ministered by a personal lawgiver having rights. 
It presupposes a righteous penalty annexed to the 
law, and that the law has been violated. These 
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conditions being given, punishment is the infliction 
erf a previously declared penalty by the will of the 
lawgiver for the sake of sustaining the authority 
of the law. That authority tan be sustained in no 
other way. Nothing but a penalty proclaimed, and, 
if need be, infficted, can make known and measure 
the regard of the lawgiver for the law. Hence, as 
entering into the very conception of government, 
punishment is justified. It can never be wanton, 
or capricious^ or revengeftJ, for evil thus inflicted 
would cease to be punishment, but the extent" of it 
must be measured by its necessity for the attain- 
pient of the ends of government, and what that 
extent ^ould be only a righteous and competent 
lawgiver can judged Obviously, as proclaimed be- 
forehand, the penalty must express, and that only 
can, the estimate by the lawgiver of his own rights, 
and of the rights of others that are in question, and 
also his benevolent desire to present the highest 
moral motives the case will allow to prevent the in*- 
fraction of law. And then, whatever it is right to 
affix as a penalty beforehand it must be not only 
right, but necessary to inflict as punishment, else, 
unless some adequate reason can be given, all gov- 
ernment must be abandoned. 

In connection with the above, two things are to 
be noticed. The first is, that the proper violation of 
ground of punishment under ^ny govern- pkhjot 
ment is not the violation of obligation, punishment 
that is, guilt as such, but only the violation of obli- 
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gation, as that violates rights. In human govern- 
ments this is avowedly so. They do not claim to 
punish guilt as such, or to measure it except as it 
violates the rights of the community. Under the 
divine government it happens, or leather it must be, 
that the violation of obligation and of the divine 
rights, and so of the rights of his intelligent uni- 
verse, correspond, but the punishment is not in 
view of the guilt as such, but as it is guilt that vio- 
lates the rights of others. There must be guilt. 
That is the only condition of punishment, but not 
its ground. If we may suppose guilt that would 
violate no rights of God, or of any other being, 
however detestable it might be in itself, or whatever 
the consequences might be within the being himself, 
it would be no ground of punishment. There is no 
abstract inexorable justice that would require it, 
and hence, even though guilt may have been in- 
curred, if the rights of all be perfectly preserved 
and secure, punishment may be righteously omit- 
ted. It will not bp demanded. 

The second point to be noticed in connection with 
Appeal of the above, is that the appeal of penalty 

penalty to , i i , « . , 

worthy fear, wheu threatened, and of punishment, 
when inflicted, is not primarily to any form of the 
Sensibility that can be reached through positive in- 
fliction. This appeal is not therefore to the fear of 
suffering as suffering merely, but of suffering as it 
may be caused by that recoil of personality against 
aggression upon its rights, which is an inherent and 
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dssential part of righteousness — a fear of suffering 
as expressing the disapprobation of the lawgiver, 
and felt to be deserved. This is no unworthy fear, 
as some seem to suppose. 

There are three sources of suffering to us as 
moral beings. The first is, the recoil of xhree 
our own moral nature when the law of its S^^s^r- 
being is transgressed. This is remorse, in *°** 
which a man constantly accuses and condemns him- 
self. The second is the expression of disapproba- 
tion by others without any act of will put forth 
towards us. They may do, and we may fear, no 
hostile act, but the look of mingled displeasure and 
sorrow is felt and remembered with a pang, and 
this feeling will increase with the excellence and 
dignity of the being, and if we have wronged him 
personally, with his kindness and love towards us. 
A third source of suffering to us as moral beings is 
from a direct act of will withdrawing from us con- 
ditions of good, and inflicting upon us positive evil. 
To avoid each of these, to avoid simple suffering 
even, would be a suitable motive ; but it is not by 
the fear of suffering that moral creatures can, or 
ought to be governed. Not so does God or any 
wise man seek to govern them, but by the fear of 
penalty. It is by the moral nature alone that suf- 
fering can be known as penalty, and hence it is to 
that nature, and to no ignoble and unworthy fear, 
that penalty appeals. 
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CHAPTER in. 

RELATION OF THE SEXES : CHASTITY. 

We have now considered the general topics con- 
nected with the transition from those duties which 
we owe to all men, to those special rights and du- 
ties which are indicated by our special relations, 
and it will be next in order to consider the rights 
and duties themselves. 

The special relation on which all others depend 
is that of the sexes. " In connection with this the 
first general duty is that of ChaMity, 

Chastity is a duty of the individual both to him- 
self and to the community. 

Kffpct upon 1st. It is a duty to the individual him- 
mo. self. 

By chastity is meant personal purity, and upon 
the violation of this, whether by solitary or social 
vice, God has set the seal of his condemnation by 
the effects of it upon both the body and the mind. 

All solitary vice tends to weakness and insanity, 
the extent of both which from this cause is little 
suspected ; and in connection with the social vice 
there is a disease, one of the most loathsome and 
wretched ever known, which seems to have been 
sent as a special judgment and check upon it. 
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Nor 18 the effect upon the mind less debasing. 
'* However it may be accounted for," says Paley, 
" the criminal intercourse of the sexes corrupts and 
depraves the mind and moral character more than 
any single species of vice whatsoever. That ready 
perception of guilt, that prompt and decisive resolu- 
tion against it, which constitutes a virtuous charac- 
ter, is seldom found in persons addicted to these 
indulgences. They prepare an easy admission for 
every sin that seeks it ; are in low life, usually the 
first stage in men's progress to the most desperate 
villainies ; and in high life to that lamented disso- 
luteness of principle, which manifests itself in a 
profligacy of public conduct, and a contempt of the 
obligations of religion and of moral probity. Add 
to this that habits of libertinism incapacitate and 
indispose the mind for all intellectual, moral, and 
religious pleasures, which is a great loss to any 
man's happiness." 

2. Obedience to the law of chastity is a duty to 
the community. From the time of Sodom, BBect upon 
sins of licentiousnesss have been the chief mmnity. 
cause of the corruption and downfall of nations. 
There is no ruin and degradation like that which 
these sins bring upon the woman, and there is no 
general debasement like that of a great city deeply 
infected with this class of vices, and those that in- 
evitably accompany them. If men could be brought 
to obey the laws of God in regard to chastity and 
marriage, and also in regard to narcotic and intox- 
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tcating substances, laws written not only in his 
Word, but in their physical and moral nature, the 
great obstacle to the intellectual and moral improve- 
ment of the race would be removed. Abstinence 
from these is not virtue. It may give greater skill 
to fraud, or more power to ambition, but it is a con- 
dition of virtue. It is in connection with these 
sins that man is capable of degrading himself below 
the brutes ; and through them what is called civiliza- 
tion, that is, skill in literature and the arts, and in 
producing the elegancies and luxuries of life, may 
coexist with a state of society to which the savage 
state would be infinitely preferable. Certainly 
every one owes it to society to do what he can to 
relieve it from this incubus. 

In combating this class of sins in ourselves the 
Theimagi. proper poiut to guard is the imagination 
goBTdBd. and the thoughts. This is the citadel. 
With this suflSciently guarded, we may go anywhere 
and be subject to any form of outward temptation, 
for "to the pure all things are pure." But few 
only can go thus. Against no class of sins do we 
more need to put up the petition : " Lead us not 
into temptation." We need to guard the senses, 
especially as temptation may come through them in 
the guise of the fine arts, which have often been of 
great efficiency in corrupting a people. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

' BIGHTS AND DUTIES IN RELATION TO MARRIAQB. 

After the general duty of chastity it will be in 
order to consider : — 

1. The rights and duties of the sexes in their re- 
lations to each other previous to marriage. 

2. The rights and duties, in their relation to each 
other, of those who are married. 

8. The law of divorce. 

4. The rights and duties of parents. 

5. The duties and rights of children. 

1. Of the rights and duties of the sexes in their 
relations to each other previous to marriage. 

These will relate, first, to the period pre- RightB and 
vious to being engaged to be mamed. engagement. 

That is a critical period when young persons first 
awake to a consciousness of those sentiments which 
are to unite them so closely, and to affect so nearly 
their own happiness and that of the coming gener- 
ations. A new world is opened up to them full of 
susceptibility, emotion, sentiment, romance, passion, 
and with capabilities of both happiness and misery 
unutterable. What shall be done ? Left to them- 
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selves, there is danger of imprudence and misjudg- 
ment. Controlled by others, there is danger that 
that which is highest in sentiment and purest in af- 
fection will be sacrificed to fancied interest, or to 
ambition. It is not easy for the parties themselves, 
much less for others j to distinguish the glamour of 
a transient infatuation from the conscious recogni-^ 
tion and opening affection of two natures made to 
supplement each other. In the freshness and glow 
of such sentiments prudence is simrned, and an ap- 
peal to duty seems cold and impertinent. Hence, 
in some countries, in most indeed, young persons 
have been kept during this period under the strict- 
est surveillance, and everything pertaining to mar-^ 
riage has been regulated, by others. Among the 
Moravians, partners were, until recently, assigned 
by lot. There are persons living in this country 
now who obtained their wives in that way. But in 
this country now it is virtually in the hands of the 
young people themselves, giving rise doubtless to 
greater happiness in some cases, but in others to 
mistakes and scenes both ludicrous and sad. By 
those who have had opportunity to observe it has 
been gravely questioned which course is best. In 
any way there will be persons unmatched and mis- 
matched. But however this may be, this matter 
not only now is, but will continue to be chiefly in 
the hands of those more immediately concerned, and 
in view of that they have duties whether they will 
heed them or not. 
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. And here the one duty of those whose affections 
are yet free is to withhold themselves from any at- 
tempt to awaken affection in another except with a 
view to marriage. This will be hard where there 
is conscious beauty and power ; vanity and pride 
will plead strongjy, and many will go as far as they 
can or dare. But the existence of an affection that 
cannot be requited is a great evil, and to awaken 
purposely, or to seek to awaken such an affection, 
is a crime. It is trifling with feetLngs that God in- 
tended should be sacred, and causes a revulsion that 
nothing else can. It makes cyaies and misan- 
thropes of the most hopeless kind. One who can 
thoughtlessly or heartlessly trifle with a true affec- 
tion, or who mocks at it and treats^ all claim to it 
as a pretense, is lost, — is incapable of evero conceiv- 
ing of the great happiness there is im affiection with 
security for its basis, and which God iiBtended should 
be connected with the marriage stiite* Only when 
there is a view to marriage may that more intimate 
acquaintance be sought which will p&tify an en- 
gagement, and when the parties are on this footing, 
the one duty is frankness in relation to every thing 
that could affect the feelings of the oppoKte party. 

After an engagement is entered into, the rights 
and duties of the parties become more i^isand 
definite. The parties are now betrothed, •og«gcBi«nt. 
affianced, engaged to each other by a promise only 
.ess sacred than that of marriage. They are, and 
vhould be known to be, in such relation to each 
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Other that it would be criminal in either of them to 
seek the affection of another, and that it will' be 
criminal in any other to seek the affection of either 
of them. 

The lengtli of an engagement involves no prin- 
ciple except that neither party has a right to pro- 
long the time beyond that desired by the other, 
without good reason. In general, short engage- 
ments are best 

The levity and capiiciousness with which such en- 
gagements are broken are to be deprecated. K it 
be found that there was concealment or deception 
in relation to anything material at the time of the 
engagement, or if there be gross immorality or 
licentiousness subsequently, the other party will be 
justified in breaking the engagement. Nothing 
short of one or the other of these can justify such 
a step of one party without the consent honorably 
obtained of the other. An engagement is not mar- 
riage, but only preliminary to one, the object of 
which is a happy Kfe in the attainment of the ends 
of marriage. Incident to an engagement, though 
not the object of it, is a more perfect acquaintance, 
and if, in connection with this it should appear that 
their mutual happiness is not likely to be secured, 
and this shall be the opinion of each, they are not 
only at liberty, but are bound to break an engage- 
ment which they find to have been made under a 
misapprehension, though, it may be, without fiiult 
on either side. 
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Perhaps it ought to be said, as the affections of 
woman are stronger than those of man, and as she 
is not allowed the initiative, so that the injury of a 
broken engagement would be greater to her, it is 
incumbent on the man to be especially scrupulous 
on this point. 

The reciprocal rights and duties of husbands and 
wives grow, like all others, from the law mghtawid 
of love, but from that law as applied in SS^Sn^ 
this special and most intimate and sacred ***^^^®*- 
relation. With the affection that should form the 
basis of marriage, the happiness that may flow from 
it is greater than any other not distinctively religious. 
It is, indeed, made in the Scriptures a type of that 
higher happiness which is to flow to the church from 
her union with Christ. A failure to attain this hap- 
piness can arise only from ignorance or from a want 
of right purposes and dispositions. 

There is often ignorance or misapprehension of 
the reciprocal rights and duties involved in mar- 
riage. • God has indicated in the structure of the 
physical frame, and in the mental characteristics 
which correspond, different spheres of duty for the 
husband and the wife. The adaptation of each sex 
to its sphere is equally perfect, and as both are parts 
of one indivisible race, the terms superior and in- 
ferior are not properly applicable. What is needed 
is a distinct recognition by each sex of its own 
sphere, and a cheerful acceptance of its responsi- 
oilities and duties. The olject is unity through 
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diversity, and, within limits, the greater the diver- 
sity the greater the beauty of the possible unity. 
If God has made, as He has, by nature and by 
revelation, the husband the head of the house, then 
the truest and best happiness of the wife will be 
found only in recognizing him in that relation. If 
God has made it the business of the wife to " guide 
the house," then the husband will find his peace and 
happiness in giving her the reins in that depart- 
ment. Of course there are exceptions, as there are 
to the command to children to obey their parents. 
If the parent become imbecile, or intoxicated, or 
command the child to steal, he is bound not to obey. 
The relation is changed, and the law of love must 
be interpreted by the relation. So it is universally. 
If through ignorance, or inadvertence, or wayward 
speculations and theories of equaUty that recognize 
no difference, the natural relations fiiil of recognition, 
the full benefits of marriage cannot be realized, 
though the temper may be right. 

But while ignorance is one cause of failure in 
Oaiues of married life, the great source of trouble is 
DBss. a want of nght purposes and dispositions. 

It is some form of selfishness on one part, or both. 
The husband is imperious, exacting, unsympathiz- 
ing, self-indulgent, perhaps sensual to the extent of 
vice. The wife is indolent, neglectful, extravagant, 
does not talk as much as she should. Perhaps there 
was an original failure of a full commitment of each 
to each, so that there never has been that conscious 
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unity and perfect confidence in which the charm 6f 
married life consists, for next to loving with a per- 
fect love is the happiness of a perfect confidence, 
and of an assurance that love is returned. The 
great duty then will be to cherish and cultivate 
mutual love. 

But can love be cultivated ? On this |>oint there 
is much misapprehension. Love is radi- cultivation 
cally an act of will. True, that which *^''®^- 
leads to marriage is accompanied by admiration, by 
desire, by sentiment, but these do not become love 
till the will authorizes them by an act of* choice, and 
this &ct gives the will an indirect control over all 
the emotions and feelings connected with it. 

In the first place then, each can cultivate those 
qualities in themselves that will tend to secure love. 
Each can seek to become more lovable. A reso- 
lute purpose and persevering^ffort in this will work 
surprising changes, and is far better than complaints 
of want of afiection. Such complaints tend only to 
aggravate the difficulty. In the second place, hus- 
band and wife may seek, and are bound to seek, the 
improvement of each other ; and by this I mean not 
merely intellectual improvement, but improvement 
in all that is a ground of esteem and of rational affec- 
tion. The mode and measure of this will so depend 
upon their relative age, upon acquirements and 
temperament, that no details can be given ; but a dis- 
position to give and to accept aid in this way will 
greatly tend to mutual love. But in the third place, 
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and which is perhaps quite as important as either, 
we can form the habit of looking at excellences and 
overlooking deficiencies and even faults. Let each 
party adopt the spirit of the couplet — 

" Be to her virtues veiy kind, 
Be to her faults a little blind.** 

and it would, I will not say pour oil upon the 
troubled waters, but would prevent them from ever 
becoming so troubled as to " cast up mire and dirt." 
This I say on the supposition that there are faults 
to be overlooked and follies to be kind to, but if 
there are, and I have known such, husbands whose 
wives have for them no &ults or follies, and if there 
are wives whose husbands have none, these remarks 
do not apply to them. 

In these ways a vast deal may be done in the cul- 
tivation of mutual love, and this, as inclusive of all 
other duties, and suxe to draw them after it, and 
also as being so little understood and appreciated, is 
the one great duty that needs to be inculcated upon 
those in the marriage state. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

THE LAW OF DIVOECB. 

Marriage, as we have seen, involves a union 
sa^sg^awm altogether peculiar. In its perfection it is 
of marriiige. ^ spiritual uuiou, and only in it does the 
life of each party become complete. That this union 
should be, and should be understood to be for life, is 
essential to the interests of both parties, to the wel 
fare of children, and to the interests of the State. 
Only on the condition of such understanding can 
there be a perfect commitment of each to each, and 
that perfect community of interest and of life which 
radically separates marriage from all forms of pros- 
titution and unlawful cohabitation. As thus pecu- 
liar and sacred, the original institution of God was 
that the union should be of one man with one 
woman, and for life. Under the Mosaic dispensa- 
tion divorce was permitted on various grounds, 
but the original ground and sacredness of marriage 
was not lost sight of. This appears from a remark- 
able passage in Malachi showing the unreasonable- 
ness and evils of both polygamy and divorce, and 
the displeasure of God towards them. " And this," 
lays he, " have ye done again, covering the altar of 
17 
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the Lord with tears, with weeping, and with crying 
out, insomuch that he regardeth not the offering any 
more, or receiveth it with good will at your hand. 
Yet ye say, wherefore? Becailise the Lord hath 
been witness between thee and the wife of thy youth 
against whom thoii hast dealt treacherously. Yet 
is she thy companion and the wife of thy covenant. 
And did not he make one? Yet had he the residue 
of the Spirit." He might have made any number as 
easily. " And wherefore one ? " continues the pro- 
phet. ** That he might seek a godly seed. * There- 
fore take heed to your spirit, and let none deal 
treacherously against the wife of his youth. For 
the Lord God of Israel saith that he hateth putting 
away." What a picture 1 Poor wronged women 
bathing the altar of God with their tears ; those who 
did the wrong seeking to be religious by offerings 
while they yet held on to the wrong ; God rejecting 
their offerings, asserting the law of marriage, declar- 
ing that He made one woman for a perpetual union 
with one man that the children might be trained for 
Himself, and implying that this could be done in no 
other way. 

The original law of marriage, thus asserted by 
Malachi, Christ fiilly restored. This law is based 
on the very nature of marriage, and is confirmed 
by the fact that rather more males than females are 
born, allowance being made for their greater expos- 
ure to the causes of death. This has been so felt 
to be a law of nature that among various nations. 
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the Romans and Scythians, who have not had the 
light of revelation, marriage has been held sacred, 
adultery has been pimished by death ; and the very 
law of divorce laid down by Christ has been 
adopted. Hence it is the duty of Christian States 
to make this law their standard, and to approximate 
it as nearly as the state of public sentiment will 
allow. No doubt there are cases of peculiar hard- 
ship. Persons of uncongenial temperaments and 
tempers are united. There will be ill-assorted mar- 
riages and misadjustments of every degree. There 
will be vice and abandonment on one part or the 
other, and such cases are liable to be of peculiar 
hardship to the woman. But facility of divorce 
will set back its influence to the very fountain-head 
of the institution. It will affect the spirit with which 
marriage is entered upbn ; it will generate and mul- 
tiply the very evils for which divorce is sought. 
Nothing can so tend to repress petty differences, 
liable to become exaggerated into permanent feuds, 
as the consciousness, always felt like a pervading at- 
mosphere, even when it is not recognized, that they 
are inseparably united and must be mutually depend- 
ent. If facility of divorce be sought, as it is, on the 
ground of cases of special hardship to women, it is 
to be remembered that the evils of divorce fall 
with peculiar hardship upon her, and that the purity 
and general- elevation o( the sex will always be in 
proportion to the strictness with which the law of 
•narriage' is enforced. 
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CHAPTEB VL 

RIGHTS AKD DITTIES OF PARENTS AND CHILDREN. 

In considering the reciprocal rights and duties of 
parents and children, we are, as before, to be 
guided by the Law of Love interpreted by the re- 
lation. The child is entrusted .to the parents by 
God. In its original weakness, ignorance, and en- 
tire dependence, the parents have, and must have, 
the right of entire control. As the child becomes 
capable of taking care of itself, this right will be 
modified, till, at length, when the occasion for it 
shall cease, the right will cease altogether. This is 
typified by what we see among the lower animals. 
They have no knowledge of rights, but the care and 
control of the young is provided for by an in- 
stinct which ceases when the young are able to take 
care of themselves. If th^ . young need no care, 
there is no instinct, showing how careftdly every- 
thing in nature is furnished and regulated with ref- 
erence to ends. 

The right of control thus belonging to the parent 
is to be used, first, to promote the end of the child, 
and second, of the family. 

The end of the child is not identical with what is 
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sometimes called, and ^apposed to be, the good of. 
the child, consisting in his own personal advance- 
ment or enjoyment, in some ^'^ 9mnmum bonum^^ 
that can belong to him alone ; but it is the very end 
indicated in his constitation, and for which God 
made him, that is, not merely to be a recipient of 
good, but an originator and promoter of it, in sym- 
pathy with God in his spirit, and in harmony with 
Him in his methods. It will thus enter into the con- 
ception of his end that he should promote the good 
of the &mily. 

In marriage and in the birth of children the fam- 
ily is constituted. This is a divine institution hav- 
ing an end that can be reached only through all 
its members ; and while the child may not be, as 
the ancients supposed, used selfishly, as a thing, for 
the good of the parent, he may yet be required to do 
all things that are legitimately for the ends of the 
family. He may be required to labor for the com- 
mon support, and it is the duty of the parent so far 
to control each child that no one shall interfere 
with the rights of any of the others. 

This right of control may and should be en- 
forced by physical means if necessary. There is an 
end to be attained for the child himself. It is of 
the last importance to him that he should be taught 
obedience and subordination. These are in the or- 
der of God's providence, and he who does not know 
how to obey will never know how to rule. The 
same thing is important to the peace of the family 
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and of society, ahd inust be secured by every le^t- 
imate means. Let persuasioii be tried. Let res^on 
be appealed to ; but if these wilj not suflSce, the rod 
should not be spared. Perhaps the rod was for- 
merly used too much. It will be quite as mischiev- 
ous in every way to use it too little. The child has 
a rational naturie, but may, not be reasonable. He 
has also an animal nature, and there is no reason 
why that should not be appealed to. Do you think 
it degrading to your child to whip him? Yoti need 
not do that. Whip the mule that is in him. If 
possible whip it^out of him, and then you will have 
a child and not a mule. The fess we have of the 
use of the rod the better, but government, subor- 
dination, order, mu3t be maintained, and if these 
cannot be had without the rod, the parent is dere- 
lict in his duty if he do not usq it. 

The rights of the parent are for the sake of his 
First duty of ^^^^s, and to enable him to perform 
^StVh^ them. His first duty is to provide foi! pljys- 
leai wants, j^^^j ^ajj^s, in wholc or in part, according 
to the age of the child, and to make such provision 
as shall comport with his condition in life.^ He is 
bound to provide for his health and physical devel- 
opment, and to put him to no such employment in 
kind or degree as shall interfere with these. 

The second duty of the parent is to secure such 
Second dwty; intfellectual cducatiou and such training, 
education, jj^ g^j^^ industrial pursuit, or in some pro- 
fession, as shall secure his support and his useful- 
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ness as a citizen. It might be supposed that naih 
lira] affection would secure this^ but in all states of 
society there are individual cases in which it does 
not, and it js found that high civilization and aggre- 
gate labor have hitherto, by some misadjustment, 
precipitated a stratum of society in which artificial 
appetite and animal want have so been the prevail- 
ing element as to subordinate natural affections, 
making the children mere instruments of selfishness, 
and dooming them, almost by necessity, to a similar 
condition. It is this state of things that has justi- 
fied, and that alone could justify an interference by 
society with the hours of labor, which, we should 
naturally suppose, parents would best know how to 
regulate. It is the duty of the parent to make over 
to society good material for its upbuilding, and if 
any class of parents fail to do this, society not only 
has the right, but is bound in self-defense to inter- 
fere. 

The third great duly of the parent relates to 
moral and religious training. " Man does xhirdduty; 
not live by bread alone," nor can the JJSJii?* 
child. He is capable of being trained for *^°^- 
God, and God has entrusted him to the parent that 
he may be thus trained. The only effectual way in 
which the parent can do this is himself to be what 
the child should be. There is in example an im- 
perceptible and pervading influence that can be had 
in no other way. Let this be good in principle, and 
judicious in outward form, and aU other good in- 
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fluences will, almost of course, faU into its train. 
Let this be evil, and it will be mainly through this, 
in connection with physical deterioration, that the 
iniquities of the fathers will be visited upon the 
children to the third and fourth generation. 

But besides this, much may be done in giving 
direction to reading, in regulating associations, in 
forming habits. And all this, especially the forma- 
tion of habits of thought and feeling, as well as of 
action, is to be begun very early. They will then 
become incorporated into the life as they will not be 
likely to be, and perhaps never can be afterwards. 
In all this there is to be care not to do anything 
obtrusively or in excess. Much harm has been 
done by bending the bow too fer. It flies back. It 
may be difficult in the stress and pressure which 
active business life, and especially public life, brings 
upon men to give the time needed for such training 
of children, but no folly can be greater than that so 
common in this country, by which parents make 
themselves slaves to lay up money which, for want 
of right training and moral qualifications in the 
children, becomes their ruin. Nothing can be more 
sad or instructive than the history, in this regard, 
of many of our wealthy families. It is no less the 
wisdom of parents, in behalf of their children than 
in behalf of themselves, to " seek first the Kingdom 
of God and his righteousness." The highest value 
of wealth must be to purchase for children, indi- 
rectly of course, more knowledge, more wisdom, 
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more health, better habits, to give thein better facil- 
ities for usefiilness, and more chances of it ; in 
short, to raise them to a higher manhood. Thus a 
high manhood, a pure, elevated womanhood, is the 
end to be reached. If it can be reached, as cer- 
tainly it may, without wealth, that is of little conse- 
quence. If wealth becomes obstructive of this, it 
is a curse. But it need not be thus obstructive. 
Instead of vanity, pride, dissipation, luxury, effemi- 
nacy, the result of wealth may be, and should be, 
the training of families not only in the knowledge 
and virtues that give dignity to life, but also ia 
every accomplishment that can give it grace. 

We now pass to the rights and duties of chil- 
dren. 

It is sometimes said that a right and an oblrgation 
are reciprocal; that wherever there is a Right* of 

• 11. T IT- children 

right there is a correspondmg obligation, claims. 
This is not strictly true. The parent, as a parent, is 
for the sake of the child. His rights are to enable 
him to perform his duties, and both are for the sake 
of the child, and these rights and duties commence 
before there can be either duties or conscious rights 
on the part of the child. And when the child be- 
comes capable of duties and conscious of rights, these 
have generally no reference to the end of the parent. 
The rights give no right of control, but are simply 
claims, and the duties are mostly such as are re- 
quired by the well-being of the child, which is, or 
should be, the great object desired by the parent. 
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The duties of children may all be comprised in 
Duties bf *^® ^"® word " A<?wor," as that is used in. 
ehiidnm. ^j^^ jtjf^jj Commandment. This sentiment 
of honor towards the parent, expressing itself in 
outward act according to the changing relation of 
parent and child in the progress of the child towards 
maturity, would hold the parent and child in per- 
petual harmony, and would secure to both every 
end contemplated by the parental relation. The 
child that honors his father and mother will render 
them impKcit obedience in his early years. If, as 
his power and right of self-control are increased, it 
should become his duty to differ in any respect from 
the parent, or even to disobey him, as in rare and 
exceptional cases it may be, the spirit of the law 
will still be preserved, and all will be done that can 
be with a good conscience, to meet not only the 
commands, but the feelings and the wishes of the 
parent. The temper expressed by this word 
" honor," is precisely that which is needed to fit 
the child for his duties towards God and towards 
society as represented by government. This spirit, 
extending itself from the pai*ental relation into all 
others, permeating the character, becomes a foun- 
tain of courtesy, and makes the difference between 
a people reverent, mutually respectfal, and capable 
of self-control, and an irreverent, reckless, profane 
mass of individuals incapable of self-government, 
and sure to inaugurate, sooner or later, in the name 
of liberty, a state of society compared widi which 
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despotism would be a blessing. So long as chQdren 
honor their parents in this land, there will be piety 
towards God, and freedom in the State ; but if these 
fountains be corrupted, whatever form governments 
may assume, men will fall off from their allegiance 
to God, and ihe spirit and beuefils of freedom will 
depart. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

SOCIETY AND GOVEBKMENT: THE SPHERE OF OOY- 

ernment: origin of government: mode of 
formation. 

We now proceed to consider Civil Society and 
Civil Government. 

Government is the agent of society for the ac- 
o^mikikbwkt complishment of its ends, and like the 
^^^ ^^^^ fiunily, is a divine institution. By a divine 
institution, we mean one made necessary by God 
through relations ordained by him for the attain- 
ment of our end. The fact that food is necessary 
to sustain life, makes the use of it of divine ap- 
pointment ; and the fact that the end of the child 
cannot be attained except through control by the 
parent, gives the parent rights directly from God, 
and imposes upon the child corresponding duties. 
No assent or contract on the part of the parent, or 
of the child, is required to constitute the family so 
&r a6 to render valid every right and obligation 
needed for the attainment of its ends. The rights 
and duties are from the ends. The relations, caus- 
ing the family to be what it is, indicate those ends, 
and through diem, the will of God. These rela- 
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tions and ends man cannot change. He can only 
act or refuse to act in conformity with, or in refer- 
ence to them. Acting in conformity with these 
relations, and with reference to these ends, the 
blessings intended to flow from the family will be 
realized, and as there is a failure in this, evil will 
result. The institution is from God, it cannot be 
changed by man. All he can do is to conform, or 
refuse to conform, to the relations it involves, and 
seek, or refrise to seek the ends indicated by those 
relations. 

And precisely so it is with Civil Government. It 
is a divine institution, if not as directly, (jj^^^. 
yet as really as is the ^family. The ^SS^ 
rights which society has, and which it may *^'*°°* 
rightfiiUy exercise through some form of govern- 
ment it has from no contract. Men may, if they 
choose, express the rights and duties involved in 
government in the form of a contract, but it is a 
mistake, and may lead to mischievous consequences 
to suppose that these rights and duties originate in 
any form of contract. By the constitution of God 
the e]tids of the individual can be attained only 
through government, and therefore the rights of 
government and the duties of individuals under it 
originate in the same way as the rights and duties of 
parents and of children. The individual is bom in 
society. That is his natural state, and as thus born 
both society and he have reciprocal rights and duties. 
These he may recognize and have all the benefits 
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of society and of government, or he may reftise to 
recognize them and be deprived of these benefits, 
but the rights and duties exist independently of 
his will. They exist, and in entering into society, 
the individual conies under no new obligation, and 
gives up no right. 

It is said in the Declaration of Independence, 
that *' Governments derive their just powers from 
the consent of the governed.'' If, as most have 
supposed, this refers to the foundation of govern- 
ment, and not to its form, the above view is opposed 
to it. Such a' doctrine would exclude the wilJ of 
God as underlying government. It would also take 
away its authority, for the consent that may be 
given at will' may be withdrawn at will. Besides, 
the principle would require, not merely the consent 
of a majority, but of every man. Such a doctrine 
may please the popular ear, and be accepted when 
there is no strain upon the government ; but when, 
as in our late struggle, there is such a strain, the 
instinct of the nation sets aside the doctrine of mere 
contract or consent, and practically asserts an au- 
thority resting on a deeper basis. Its form of gov- 
ernment a nation may ordain and change. If that 
government overstep the limit* of just jtuthority it 
may be resisted, but within those limits its rights 
are from God. 

The distinction between society and government 
Distinetion ^^ ^ morc prominent if we suppose 
SS^d*^ each individual composing the society to 
be perfect, that is, to exercise a perfect 



Digitized by 



Google 



SOCIETY AND GOYBKNMENT, ETC. 271 

self-government. In that case nothing that could 
properly be called government would be needed. 
There might be regulations respecting all matters 
requiring uniformity and involving no principle, as 
the age for voting, or the distribution of the prop- 
erty of one dying intestate. These might be 
made by the united experience and wisdom of the 
community, and to them all woidd conform, not as 
under government, but as apprehending the rea- 
son of them, or, at least, the necessity of uniform- 
ity. We should thus have, with perfect fiimily 
government, and perfect self-government, which is 
simply obedience by the individual to the law of 
God, society without civil government, but capable 
of being organized into a civil government when- 
ever the occasion should arise. 

Such occasion can arise only as civil government 
may be needed to enablie individuals to Qronndand 
reach their end, and it will have no right ^^?^. 
to do anything which will not contribute •™»»««»'^ 
to that. Government can have for a legitimate 
end only the good of the governed. The object of 
it is to do that for the individual whereby he may 
be enabled to attain his end which he coidd not do 
for himself. 

What then can government do for the individual 
which he cannot do for himself? 

To smswer this question fully we must contem- 
plate government in two aspects : 1st, as the indi- 
ndual may take a part in forming and administering 
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it ; and 2(lly, as it, is an agency standing apart from 

the individual and above him for the doing of that 

which he could not do himself. 

In treating of government it has been this latter 

Pftrtidpatioa aspect that has been almost wholly re- 
develops «»• , J TP J xi 

governed. gardcd. It we suppose a despotic govern- 
ment to do for the people all that it can do, — let it 
be wholly paternal, ■ — yet the influences under which 
the individual will be formed will be wholly diflferent 
from those under a free government where it is the 
duty of the individual to understand and take part 
in the formation and the administration of the gov- 
ernment. Free institutions have their value not 
merely from their greater tendency to secure the 
rights of the*individual, but also from their educa- 
ting, formative, developing power. Free institutions 
tend to become, and will become in themselves, a 
great university for political education, as well as a 
sure guarantee that provision shall be made for uni- 
versal education in other directions. As, therefore, 
man has a right to the best means of development 
as well as to the best conditions for action under a 
government, it may be said that he has a right to 
free institutions whenever and wherever he is capa- 
ble of so administering them as to secure their 
ends. 

But apart from this, regarding government as 
something already formed, the inquiry arises what 
it can properly do for the individual which he could 
not do for himself, foV, as self-help is the great con- 
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dition of growth, it must dwarf the individual, and 
deaden enterprise to have the government do what 
the individual can. 

And here it is t(^ be said that the first and great 
Amotion of government is to secure to all Go?»miii«it 
their rights. Of rights we have already SS^JSS™ 
spoken. They include all that is necessary ^ ^' 
for the attainment by the individual of his end. 
Give man his rights in regard to Life, to Liberty, 
to Property, to Reputation, to Truth, and give him 
Security respecting all these, and you do for him 
all that is essential. If, with such conditions, he 
&il of attaining the ends he ought to attain it must 
be his own fault. 

It is sometimes said to be a separate office of gov- 
ernment not only to secure the rights, but Oovemment 
to redress the wrongs of the individual. dreBBwrongfc 
There is room for this distinction, though the secur- 
ing of rights and the redress of wrongs are really 
the same thing viewed in difierent aspects. If a 
man has been wronged it is his right to have that 
wrong redressed if that be possible, and if that be 
not possible, it is the right of society to demand 
such punishment as will give them all the security 
of which the case admits. The great end therefore 
of a government is to secure promptly and efficiently 
the rights of all who are under it, and it is a good 
government in proportion as it does this. This, of 
course, can be done only as there is perfect equality 
for all in the eye of the law. It is againsi; the vio- 
ls 
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lation of a right as such, of any right, of the right 
of the humblest and poorest, that the government is 
to guard, and if any difference be made it should be 
in favor of the humble and the poor. The prompt, 
efficient, impartial protection of rights and the re- 
dress of wrongs, is then the first great office of gov 
emment. 

A second legitimate (unction of government is to 
€k>?«nmeiit P^® facilities, sometimes for individual, but 
SS^to^ more often for associated enterprise. It 
P*^ may thus limit and regulate copyrights, 

and patent-rights, and may incorporate companies to 
enable them to pursue branches of business which 
could not well be undertaken by individual enter- 
prise. Whatever individual protection or further- 
ance any individual may need to attain the ends of s^iy 
lawful form of industry he ought to have — provided 
no special privilege be given him, for no partiality 
or favoritism should be shown in legislation. And 
in incorporations, as of banks, the acts should be 
passed not at all for the special benefit of those who 
are incorporated, but of the piiblic. All such acts 
should either be open to all, or should be limited 
solely by a regard to the public good. 

This general head of furnishing fiicilities opens a 
field of legislation into which abuses may readily 
creep ; still it is not only legitimate, but well-nigh 
indispensable. Government, as the agent of society, 
may even undertake enterprises in its own name that 
shsJl fiinlish facilities for the people generally, but 
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the utmost caution is needed in selecting, and in 
carrying forward such enterprises. It is'a special 
danger under our form of government that public 
enterprises will be entered upon for private advan- 
tage, and that they will be carried forward both 
wastefuUy and corruptly. 

These then are the direct objects which a govern- 
ment may propose to itself, — the protection of all 
rights, the redress of wrongs, and the furnishing of 
facilities, without favoritism, for the enterprise of 
the people. 

There is also an object which must be regarded 
as legitimate, which largely gives tone to Sew^^r- 
the measures adopted under every form goTemment. 
of government, and that is its own preservation. 
Whatever has a right to be hds a right to all the 
means necessary to its permanence and well-being. 
Hence despotic governments, assuming their right 
to be, must maintain standing armies. Hence lim- 
ited monarchies must have an aristocracy to stand 
between them an() the people, and both must exer- 
cise control over both education and religion. With- 
out these no monarchy has been permanent, or can 
be. If, by extraordinary talent and sagacity, a man 
like Louis Napoleon may seize the reins and hold 
them for his lifetime, it is yet felt that his govern- 
ment has no permanent basis. Louis Napoleon has 
a son who would naturally succeed him, but if you 
ask a Frenchman what would happen if the father 
should die, he simply shrugs his shoulders, and says 
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nothing. It was the instinct of self-preservation 
that led Napoleon and the English aristocracy to 
take part against us in our late struggle, and it is 
to be expected that every established form of gov- 
ernment and every invested interest should be gov- 
erned in the same way. 

It is on the principle we are now considering that 
Hence right free govemmeuts have the right to pro- 
mentto vido for and maintain schools instead of 

maintaia 

■choois. standing armies, and to restrict the right 
of voting and of office-holding within such limits 
as the safety of the Republic may require. The 
apprehension of these two rights, especially of the 
right to tax the property of all, whether they have 
or have not children to educate, has been slow in 
finding its way into the public mind, and would still 
be contested even in many parts of our own coun- 
try, but it rests on solid ground if it can be shown, 
as clearly it can, that virtue and intelligence are the 
essential conditions of a free and popular govern- 
ment. It is only on this ground that this right can 
rest, for the government can have no right to take 
property of one man for the benefit of others unless 
it be essential to its own being or well-being. 

But may not the government promote intelligence 
Legislation and moralitv for their own sake ? May it 

not direotlj •' . . 

for morality, not legislate directly for their promotion 
as ends ? No. It must protect the rights of all, 
redress their wrongs and give them facilities such 
as a government only can give, and leave the pro- 
motion of virtue and intelligence, except as these 



Digitized by VjjOOQIC 



SOCIETY AND GOVERNMENT, ETC. 277 

may be demanded for its own being or efficiency, to 
individual effort, or to voluntary association. Es- 
pecially is it to be said that government may not 
interfere in any way with religion except as such 
interference may be required by the principles above 
mentioned. 

But may there not be legislation in favor of tem- 
perance? No. The promotion of temperance is 
no proper object of legislation. Temperance has 
the same relation to legislation that honesty has. 
The laws against stealing are not for the promotion 
of honesty, but for the protection of rights ; and in 
the same way if the traffic in ardent spirits did not 
interfere directly or indirectly with the rights of 
others it would not be a proper subject for legisla- 
tion. Let those who carry on this traffic guarantee 
the pubUc against the crime and increase of tax- 
ation it occasions and there need be no legislation 
on the subject. But the moment any business can 
be shown to be the cause of crime on which the 
courts estabUshed by the governihent must sit, or ol 
taxation which the government must assess and 
collect, it comes within the range of legislation, and 
the community have a right to the best legislation 
that can be devised for their protection. Neither 
liquor sellers nor liquor dealers have any rights be- 
yond the point where their acts begin to touch the 
right of others to property or to security, or even 
their right to be protected from those moral con- 
ditions which, as human nature is now constituted, 
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will insure the corruption of the young and of the 
weak through temptations addressed to their senses, 
and which are obtruded upon them. 

Much has been said v( iattempts to make men 
moral by legislation, and of prescribing to men what 
they shall eat and drink ; but no one who under- 
stands the proper objects of legislation would think 
of doing either of these. If morality may be indi- 
rectly promoted by legislation, so much the better. 
If, in order to abate taxation and crime and nuis- 
ances, it may become necessary to render intoxica- 
ting drinks less accessible than some who might 
safely use them would desire, this is not the object 
intended, but only the means necessary for a legiti- 
mate end. 

It will appear from the above, that in addition to 
True end of ntt^asures needed for its own preservation, 
goTcnunent. ^.j^^ ^.j^ief function of government is the 
removing of obstacles. Its end is attained when all 
the individuals under it attain their end. But this 
can be done only through the positive exertion by 
each one of his own Unities, and all that govern- 
ment can do is to secure favorable conditions for this. 
The fetal mistake has been, that governments have 
proposed ends of their own, and in securing these 
have been utterly reckless of both the rights and 
the ends of the individual. When this is done in 
the least degree, it matters not what the form of 
government may be, — it is a perversion and 
tyranny. 
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We next inquire when, in the progress Th*origia 
rf the race, civil government becomes «nent. 
necessary; 

If we ttidke, as t^e must, a distinction between 
government and society, society being the principal, 
and government the agent, then government can- 
not be needed, or possible, till there is society. But 
as demstnding civil government, a single family can- 
not constitute Society. The family has a govern- 
ment of its own, and suffices for itself. Before 
there can be civil government, there must be an 
aggregation of fiunilies. Hence it is that the &mily, 
and not the individual, is ihe unit of civil govern- 
ment. This, in the patiiarchal form, would hatu- 
rally grow out of the union of several femilies hav- 
ing a common origin ; and this ag^in would naturally 
extend and consolidate itself in monarchy. This is 
supposed to have been the actual origin of govern- 
ment. 

This needs to be ftdly comprehended ;for if society 
ever consisted of c^sintegrated individuals, standing 
on an equality, and an attempt had been made to 
construct eomefhing unknown before, to be called a 
government, all would have bad an eqnal right to 
take part in such cotistruction. But consisting as 
society did of families, arid needing only such ex- 
tension and modification of principles of government 
already existing as should secure in wider relations 
the conditions of well-being previously secured in 
the &mily, there would be not only a natural right, 
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but a necessity, that in the formation of civil govern- 
ment families should be represented by their heads. 
Such a work could not have been done by the body 
of those whose rights were to be secured, and, if 
formally done, the heads of &milies would be the 
divinely appointed representatives to do it. If 
these were to meet and adopt such a form of gov- 
ernment as should seem to them best adapted to 
secure civil liberty, that government would not 
stand simply as the product of human wisdom and 
Mrill, but, as growing out of relations divinely consti- 
tuted, would have divine authority. 

But no such formal meeting was originally held. 
With no discussion of abstract rights, by a move- 
ment spontaneous, gradual, self-adjusting, as all 
primitive movements for the attainment o{ ends in- 
dicated by nature are, government would naturally 
grow out of the union of several &milies having a 
common origin, the head and natural representative 
of each family caring for its interests as occasion 
might arise. In this way, but for usurpations and 
abuses, government might have gone on indefinitely. 
In some cases, as throughout the East, these usur- 
pations and abuses were siich as to crush out liberty, 
and produce permanent degradation and hopeless- 
ness among the people. In others they have 
resulted in agitation, revolution, discussion of rights, 
and in attempts to found governments on such 
rights. 

So instinctive, however, has been the tendency 
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above indicated to crystallize into govemn 
an inherent force, that formal declarations ^^ 
of rights had scarcely been thought of ^ 
till our own revolution, and then their "^^ 
effect was less than has generally been supposed. 
There was no destruction of old governments, and 
construction of new ones on the basis of principles 
formally laid down. The colonial governments 
were continued. The laws were essentially the 
same under the Confederation as before, though the 
seat of sovereignty was changed; and when th^ 
Constitution was formed there was simply a new 
distribution of some of the essential powers of gov- 
ernment, and a new mode of appointing those by 
whom the government should be administered. It 
was not the object to find a new basis of govern- 
ment, but such a mode of appointing its officers and 
such a distribution of its fiinctions as should give 
the best guarantee that its ends should be secured. 
There had been abuse, and the object was to guard 
against that. The inquiry then was, and is now, 
how government may be so guarded firom abuse 
as to secure for all that civil liberty which is its 
end. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

GOVEKNMENT KE^RESENTATIVE AND XNSTBTTMBKTAL : 
THE RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE. 

If we suppose government to have originated as 
above, spontaneous!;^ formally, or in whatever way, 
it is j^aio lliat those who tkke part in it, whether in 
its origind forpnation, or by voting or by. holding o& 
fice, mu^t act largely in a representative capacity:; 
They must act for the children, the sick, the infirm, 
the insane, the criminal, the absent. If adtilt women 
w6to permitted to vote, there would still remain a 
large majority who could take no part in the gov^^ 
^mment, and whose 'rights could be sec^ried osif 
as they were tHus represented. Hence all con- 
cerned in government act as trustees and guardkn$; 
Geven^nent is notan end, it. is instrumental, it is 
as aluidge over which all must pass, and what 
society cares for is to have a bridge that will carvy 
all safely over. It is in that that essential rights 
and interests are involved, and society has a right 
to see that only those are engaged in building the 
bridge who know how, and are disposed to build it 
well. 

But if government be thus representative and 
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idstfumeiit^l, it will follow, since natural inf^ts be- 
long to all, that the right to take port in nwit'of 
it, w^hether by voting or holding office, Jjjjj^i** 
catnriot be a natural right ; and also that »"*■«•• 
society will have the right to say who shall exercise 
that right, and on what conditions. Hence society 
may rightftdly require that voters and office-holders 
shall be above a certain age, shall have a certain 
degree of education, shall have committed no infa- 
mous crime, and the like. 

It also follows from the representative character 
of voting, that the exercise of the right goftageM 
becomes a duty, abd that citizens cannot *'*^' 
tr^at it, as they frequently would, as a personal 
right or privilege which they may rightfiilly at their 
pleasure forego ; but it imposes a solemn obligation^ 
ifequiring in the voter the exercise ot his intelligence 
and discretion, if not for himself, at least for the sake 
of others who cannot take part in the government, 
aiid even fer the sake of posterity, who will one day 
inherit his work, and be affected by his care or his 
neglect. So essential is this that society might com- 
pel the bxercise of this right, and insist that those 
to whom it is committed shall not lay it lightly aside, 
nor be allowed to shield themsdves under the idea 
^kt it is a personal right and privilege, and thus 
stand idly by while others inffict an injury on soci- 
ety ; but mijght require of them, as of more formal 
gtiardianis and trustees, that they shall act for the 
Benefit of their wards, though they may not care 
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sufficiently for their own rights, as members of soci* 

ety, to protect them. 

But while it is undeniable that the right of suf- 
htof frage extends to interests &r beyond those 



wmfcmJd. of the individual who may claim to exer- 
cise it, and hence that no individud can claim to 
exercise it as a natural right, it still remains a duty 
for society to confer this right in the most just and 
secure manner that human wisdom can devise. 

And here it is to be said that there has doubtless 
been from the first the spontaneous and unconscious 
operation of a principle which should be a control- 
ing one, that is, that those should vote on any sub- 
ject on whom the responsibility with reference to 
it falls. It has seemed right that those who are to 
go to war should determine the question of war, 
and that those who are liable to do military and 
police duty, and sit on juries, who are to work on 
the highways and pay the taxes, should vote on 
those subjects ; that those, in short, whoever they 
may be, who do the fighting, and the working, and 
the tax-paying, should also do the voting. It would 
be quite as unjust that war should be declared 
through the votes of women and children who could 
take no part in it, as that men should impose taxes 
on property which women have acquired. * If it be 
said that the interests of women are as much opposed 
to war as those of men, and that they would never 
urge and inaugurate and perpetuate one in oppo- 
sition to the judgment of the men, this is refuted 



Digitized by 



Google 



GOYEBNMENT, ETC 285 

by what occurred at the Soath daring our late civil 
war, for it is well known that the war was intensi- 
fied and prolonged by the spirit of the women, 
though they had no power to vote. If women and 
children had taken an active part in the great duties 
and responsibilities of society, beyond question they 
would have been allowed to vote. 

But accounting thus for what has been, we inquire 
what ought to be. On what principle BMisofth* 
ought society to confer the right of taking raffrmct. 
part in the government ? 

And here it is plain that no one ought to be ex- 
cluded arbitrarily, that is, unless such exclusion is 
required by the ends of government. In this view 
all agree on two grounds of exclusion. One is in- 
competence, the other presumed hostility to the 
government. On these grounds minors, foreigners 
not naturalized, criminals, and those who have 
shown hostility to the government, are excluded. 
This being conceded, and putting aside for the 
moment the question in regard to women, the one 
great principle which must be observed by society 
in conferring the right of sufihige, and which is 
practically found to be the foundation and safeguard 
of civil liberty, is that that right should be attainable 
by all. It is to be something attainable by all, hot 
possessed. Thus society may require that all voters 
shall have attained a uniform and discreet age, but 
distinctions may not be drawn between the rich and 
the poor, the white and the black, the learned and 
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tlie unlearned. To the youth of each of these 
classes society may rightly ss^y that when they reach 
such age, and not till then, they Bhall come ^equally 
into possession of this ri^t. 

Nor may society impose any condition upon the 
right of suffirage which the mass of the people can-r 
not comply with. Thus, society may not require 
that voters shall be free from sin, but may require 
that they shall be free from crime, for a moral life 
is a condition with which all can comply. Thus 
society may not limit the right of 8uffi*age to pro- 
found inathematicians^ nor to men learned in the 
ancient languages, for these would necessitate talent 
and education not practically within the reach of 
every youth ; but it may require that every voter 
shall be ^ble to read the English language, for that 
is attainable by every American youth, and neces- 
sary,, in the present age, to secure an ordinary intel- 
ligence. 

Such is the basis on which the right of suffi*age 
should be conferred. Forbidding that the right 
should be withheld from any race or class as such, 
and that any part of society «hould have or exercise 
the right of excluding any other part, it secures to 
every person the right to rise. 

But besides the right of suffi*age, which is the 
Right of right to take a, part in the affiiirs of the 

repreaenta- ^ * 

tton. government, there is a totally distinct right, 

a right of representation. These two are often 
confounded, but are distinct, for tliose who do not 
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vote are still entitled to be represented. In prac- 
tical efiFect, as in theory, the child is represented by 
the father, and the wife by the husband. All indi- 
viduals have an interest in government, and where 
the individual possesses an interest, that interest 
necessitates and confers a right, for wherever there 
IS a right to govern there must also be a right to be 
governed rightly. The representative in the legis- 
lature represents far more than the minority of men 
who voted for him. He represents their opponents 
who voted against him, their wives and children 
who did not vote, and he represents, and is bound 
to provide for the well-being of even criminals who 
have forfeited the right to vote. This generality 
of representation is sought to be secured by what is 
termed " manhood suflfrage," and it is this which 
must prevent one class from dominating over or ex- 
cluding another from the substantial right of repre- 
sentation, and which must secure to all that equal 
protection and care without which civil liberty can 
but imperfectly exist. 

There is also a right of representation which in 
this country has received but little. favor itopnwnte- 

. . . . tionof 

or attention as yet, but which may in time property. 
be found essential to the existence of popular gov- 
ernment, and that is the representation of property 
as distinct from the representation of persons. Men 
owe certwn common duties to society, and society 
owes a certain common protection to them, but 
there are also expenses 1/ goveiTiment which are not 
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drawn equally from all men, but which are contrib- 
uted in diflFerent proportions by individuals. This 
principle is very old, and has borne an important 
part in the history of the Anglo-Saxon race, it hav- 
ing been enunciated as early as Mofftut Oharta in 
the declaration that taxes should be laid only with 
the consent of the taxed given through the " Com- 
mons " in Parliam^it ; and again in the Bill of 
Bights ; and again in the revolution of the Amer- 
ican colonies, where the principle in question was 
the power to tax without the consent of the taxed, 
or without representation. There exists now the 
case of unmarried women holding property on which 
the government imposes taxes without affording a 
correlative right of representation ; and there is also 
the case of resident aliens whose property is taxed 
in the same way. This withholding of representa- 
tion from tax-paying women, and at the same time 
requiring them to contribute equally with men to 
the ordinary expenses of government, already strikes 
the common mind as injustice ; and it may be that 
the growing interests of civilization will one day re- 
quire that these two bases of representation shall be 
separated, and that one branch oS the legislature 
shall represent property, and be chosen by those 
who contribute towards the expense of maintaining 
government, and that all such shall be allowed to 
take part in the government to that extent, what- 
ever may be their nationality, race, or sex. Of the 
equity of such representation there can be no ques- 
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licm* Government is supported wholly by property ; 
the larger portion of legislation, respects property, 
and it may readily happen in communities like the 
city of New York, where irresponsible and destitute 
foreigners are constantly made voters, that great in- 
security and oppression should result from subject- 
ing property to the control of mere numbers. 

We have thus the family as the unit of society. 
We have government as necessarily rep- hm wonuui 
resentative. We have a right in all the ▼<>*•• 
members of society to representation ; to protection 
in all thQir rights ; to be governed rightly. We hi^ve 
also the two grounds on which persons have been 
called on to take part in the government : responsi- 
bility for personal service, and the support of the 
government by their property. With these ele- 
ment we inquire whether the right of 8uffi*age 
should be extended to woman. The question is 
not whether she has a natural right to vote, for 
none have that, but whether her own elevation and 
best influence, and the e^ds of society require that 
that right should be bestowed upon her. 

This question has been discussed as if the sexes 
c<mstitated different classes, and as if there ^ere, 
or could be,, in their real interests;, a conflict be- 
tween them. .That is a great mistake. A man and 
his wife are not of a different class; and their in- 
terests, together with those of thei^ family, are 
identicaL. The very existence of society, indeed, 
depends on men and women as entering into a special 
Id 
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relation which not only unites their interests, as in 
a partnership, but identifies them, and makes each 
sex reciprocally the guardian of the other. The 
cases where this relation does not exist are strictly 
exceptional, and society is not organized, and does 
not exist for exceptional cases. 

This question, therefore, should not come in the 
form of a partisan discussion, but of a mutual in- 
quiry what the rights of woman are, and how she 
may be elevated to the highest point in culture and 
legitimate influence. And upon such an inquiry 
man should enter with no less alacrity and candor 
than woman, for if there be anything which mus^ 
react with swift retribution upon society, it is any 
needless ignorance or degradation of its wives and 
mothers. 

The family, as has been said, is the unit of society. 
This character of it should be, and unconsciously is, 
one of the most cherished objects of Christian civil- 
ization, and unhappy will be the nation whose legis- 
lative mind shaU regard society simply as a mass of 
individuals, and not as a combination of families. 
The family being regarded thus, as a divine institu- 
tion sufficing for itself, and society being regarded as 
a combination of families, society will have a double 
life, or rather, its one life will be within two spheres. 
There will be the domestic life of the family, and 
the public Ufe of society. Of these the family is 
the more important and sacred, and over this in its 
domestic life, it is the duty and dignity and happi- 
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ness of woman to preside. This is her sphere, not 
inferior to that of man, but different from it. Here 
she has not only a right to vote, but to rule. If, as 
is to be supposed, she is fitted for her place, nothing 
will be added to the dignity of the husband or to 
the happiness of the family by any interference with 
her where the responsibility properly falls upon her. 
The sphere of society on the other hand belongs to 
man, at least it has been hitherto regarded as belong- 
ing to him. For the support of its institutions and 
for those duties more immediately required for its 
welfare he is responsible. Here man has the right 
to vofe, and nothing will be added to the dignity of 
the wife or to the happiness of society by any inter- 
ference of the wife where the responsibility properly 
falls upon the husband. By a natural relation, and 
so by the appointment of God, the wife is the centre 
of the domestic circle, the chief source of its happi- 
ness, and guardian of her husband's interests and 
rights in aU that pertains to it. By a natural rela- 
tion the husband is the hou%e-iand^ the provider for 
its wants, its defender, and the guardian of the 
rights of the wife as of the children in their relations 
to society. He is the natural representative of both. 
The wife is not a child, but according to the Chris- 
tian conception is nearer than that, is one with her 
husband, and their interests are one. If we suppose 
society composed of families alone, and if the rights 
of wives and children would not be secured by giv- 
mg to every husband and father a share in the gov- 
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ernmcnt, the fault wouW not be in the system, but 
in individual corruption that would woit itself out 
whatever system might be adopted. Women have 
had wrongs^ and so have children. These must be 
redressed, but this will not be done by disregard- 
ing any relation established by God. If parents 
and children, and husbands and wives, will act in 
the spirit of those relations, society will be perfected. 
If they will not do that, no political relations will 
avail. The same spirit on the part g£ men that 
would concede the right of voting, would concede 
and secure in a representative capacity every ri^t 
without that. 

For each of the spheres above spoken of, men 
and women are fitted respectively by their physical 
organization and by their mental instincts and ten- 
dencies, and their relations to the children require 
that the spheres should be kept separate, it is not 
that man is not competent to set the table and rock 
the cradle, or that woman is not competent to vote. 
It is because the one life of society will work itself 
out in more perfect results, if these two great but 
interdependent spheres be left to those who natu- 
rally have charge of them. 

But while the above is said, society is to hold it- 
self ready to make any changes which its changing 
modifications may require. In the primitive stages 
of society, when the chief business of governments 
was to carry on offensive or defensive war, women 
hixd no desire to take part in government, and their 
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presence woald have been an inconvenience and 
injury. But society has now greatly advanced, so 
that there are many fields, especially that of ednca- 
tion, in which woman may properly act, and in 
which her aid will be an advantage to society ; and 
it is possible that in a future and higher stage of 
progress these fields will be increased, and woman 
be assigned to perform her definite part in the gov- 
ernment. Yet so long as the sexes remain fused in 
one common mass, as has always been the case with 
society, so long the indi^riminate mingling of the 
sexes, either in the domestic sphere or in the gen- 
eral management of government, will be found an 
inconvenience, a source of embarrassment and weak- 
ness. If, however, it should be found advantageous 
to society and to woman herself that the number of 
her employments should be increased, and her re- 
sponsibility to society enlarged, there would probably 
be no opposition to a corresponding enlargement of 
the right of sufirage. 

If we adopt this view of the family as the unit 
of society, and of the natural right of representa- 
tion, the principle which it contains will harmonize 
and protect all interests. Let the femily be regarded 
as the unit of society, and the principle adhered to 
of giving to each unit a single and equal represen- 
tation, and society may provide for exceptional cases 
by general laws. Such cases arise when the chil- 
dren of a femily reach maturity and do not marry, 
and in the case of widows who are the heads of 
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femilies. For the case of widows no remedy is pro- 
vided, but in equity there should be. When the 
sons of a family reach the age of manhood they go 
forth and become, in theory as in fact, the stocks of 
new families, which sooner or later they support, 
maintain, and represent, and hence they are made 
responsible for the duties and burdens of society. 
They may not, indeed, instantly marry and become 
the heads of new &milies, but they are preparing 
for that, and are essentially doing the work of main- 
taining the future family by the work of preparation. 
The daughters, on the contrary, remain at home, 
and are identified in its interests with the old family 
until they are taken forth to form parts of new &m- 
ilies. They do not go forth by themselves, nor un- 
dertake the work of preparation, but stay protected, 
maintained, and represented in and by the origind 
stock. Perhaps, exceptiondly, they may acquire 
property, and in the contemplation of law, establish 
for themselves new homes. Society will never fos- 
ter such a system, for it would be prejudicial to its 
own ends ; but nevertheless it^ might protect the in- 
dividu^ by allowing her to exercise the suffrage of 
property representation. The right of personal 
sufirage she could hardly ask, and society would 
hardly allow, except as she should be willing and 
fitted to do the work of the juror, the policeman, 
the sherifii the soldier, — except as she should be- 
come subject to all the duties and responsibilities on 
which the great interests of society depend. 
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In speaking on this subject nothing has been said 
hitherto of sentiment and a sense of propriety as 
distinguished from rights, and nothing need be, ex- 
cept as those indicate, as natural sentiment always 
does, what is right. But sentiment depends so much 
upon custom, and custom is so varied and capri- 
cious that it is difficult to know what natural sen- 
timent is. Throughout the East it shocks the sense 
of propriety for a woman to appear in public un- 
veiled, or to walk the streets arm-in-arm with her 
husband, probably even more than it would here for 
her to vote and take part in the stormy debates of a 
town meeting. Still, sentiment has a real basis. In 
reading the account lately given by a missionary of 
his finding a man in the house knitting and his wife 
at work in the field, we cannot help feeling that the 
sense of ludicrous impropriety as well as of indigna- 
tion is well founded. That there is in the minds of 
large portions of the people of this country — perhaps 
stronger among the well educated and refined, and 
stronger among women than men — a feeling of pro- 
priety that would be offended by the promiscuous 
mingling of women with men in the conduct of pub- 
lic affiurs, cannot be questioned. It is the sentiment 
which makes woman strong through her weakness. 
It lay at the foundation of all that was good in 
chivalry. It has been a strong auxiliary to Chris- 
tian principle in elevating woman. It sets her apart 
m many hearts as something sacred, and adds to life, 
otherwise hard and prosaic, much of its beauty. 
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For this sentiment Americans are distinguished. It 
should be cherished rather than weakened, and if, as 
many think, it would be destroyed, or essentially 
impaired by extending the suffi'age to woman, those 
who wish her elevation will hesitate long before tak- 
ing such a step. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

rORMS OP GOVERNMENT. DUTIES OP MAGISTRATES 

AND CITIZENS. 

After considering elementary points so ftilly, it 
will not be necessary to spend much time on the more 
beaten grounds of forms of government, and of the 
rights and duties of citizens and of magistrates. 

Governments haVe always been classed as Mon- 
archies, Aristocracies, and Democracies, y^^^^^ 
but substantially they are now, and indeed JSSSS^* 
always have been, either monarchical or *^®* 
repubhcan. There are indeed privileged classes, as 
in England, who have an hereditary share in the 
government, but there is no government that is in 
&ct or in form aristocratic. 

Monarchies are either absolute or limited, as the 
power rests with ..one man alone or is divided with 
others. The monarch may be elective, or heredi- 
tary, though of an elective monarchy there is now 
no example. That the monarchy should be hered- 
itary conduces to the stability of the government, 
and to peace. 

Democracies, that is governments by the people 
themselves, instead of by representation, are impos- 
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sible except for very small communities. Repub- 
lican government is representative and elective. 
There may be a simple independent republic, such 
as the several States were before the formation 
of the Federal Union, or there may be a federal 
republic, with powers dividea between the central 
government and the several states. 

The object of government, that is, security in the 
enjoyment of every right, may be attained under 
any form. A monarch may concede every right, 
and his character may give security, but practically 
it is found that rights are best secured where a large 
amount of power is retained in the hands of the 
people, and where the government itself is one of 
checks and balances. 

The essential condition of freedom and security 
^p^ jj^^^ is that the three great functions of govem- 
^g^iiog ^^^U the Legislative, the Judicial, and the 
iS^^tt^of Executive, should be kept distinct, and 
«**^*™~*"**- should be in diflferent hands. Let the 
laws be made by one set of men, with penalties fixed 
before transgression ; let the question of an inflec- 
tion of law and the declaration of the penalty be in 
the hands of another set of men, and the execution 
of the sentence in still other hands, and a good de- 
gree of security and freedom can hardly feil to be 
enjoyed. Still, much will depend on the method in 
which the legislative body and the judiciary are 
appointed and constituted. The object is the best 
laws and their perfect administration. Society is 
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therefore bound to elect men of wisdom and integ- 
rity, and laws passed by sncb men after due deliber- 
ation will be all tbat can be reached in the present 
imperfect state. 

To secure due deliberation and a view of each 
subject upon all its sides, the legislature Two leg- 
should consist, and commonly does, of two bodiM. 
bodies. In some cases these are elected in different 
methods and serve for different periods, and this 
would seem best adapted to secure the end. It 
gives opportunity also for the representation of every 
interest. 

It has been thought in this countiy that the o£Sce 
of legislation was a right and a privilege B^^t^t^n 
to be enjoyed in rotation, with little refer- '»*>*■«•• 
ence to integrity and wisdom, especially with little 
reference to any special knowledge of the science of 
legislation. If the legislative body be numerous, 
such a theory will be comparatively harmless if a 
fair proportion of competent legislators be elected. 
In such bodies the business is really done by a few, 
and if the numbers that serve simply as ballast do no 
positive mischief, there is little objection to the prin- 
ciple of rotation for them. Crude legislation how- 
ever is too great an evil to be lightly incurred, and 
too many men may not be set aside just as experience 
would render their services valuable. Society owes 
it to itself to see that its legislation moves on in the 
foil light of the experience of the past, and of the 
oest talent and wisdom of the present. 
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Laws having been made, and penalties annexed, 
The jndi- <5ases Will arfse under them, rei^iecting both 
"**^* property and crime, that will require a ju- 

diciary department. The sure and speedy and 
inexpensive administration of justice is an essential 
condition of the well-being of a people. The speed- 
iest and least expensive method of reaching this is 
by a single judge deciding cases on the spot, or, in 
cases of importance and di£Sculty, two others might 
be added. Th^ objection to this is the danger of 
passion, prejudice, and corruption. Hence juries 
and courts of appeal have been introduced. These 
have guarded against corruption, but have in many 
cases so been the mieans of delay and expense that 
the rich could baffle and worry out the poor, and 
that it is often better pecuniarily to lose a just claim 
than to contest it in law. Such a state of things 
is disgraceftd to civilization and to Christianity, and 
should be remedied by an enlightened people. What 
is needed is an impartial and competent judiciary, 
through which speedy and inexpensive justice may 
be reached. This end has been sought not merely 
through the constitution of th^ judiciary, but also 
through the mode of its appointment, and the ten- 
ure of office. Obviously these should be such as to 
secure the appointment of the best men, and that 
the judge himself shall be unaffected in his prospects 
and private interests by his decisions. That these 
conditions should be secured by an elective judi- 
ciary, holding office for a limited and comparatively 
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brief time, woald not seem possible in the present 
state of public morals. 

It is the business of the executive to see that the 
laws are enforced, and that all sentences Yb^vx- 
of the jiidiciaiy are carrieil out. The ••»**^*- 
executive also represents the majesty of the na- 
tion before other nations, and in all international 
transactions is the medium of communication with 
them. The character of these duties demands that 
they, be performed by a single person. If the ex- 
ecutive have, as he should have, to guard his own 
prerogatives, a veto power, he is so fer a part of the 
legislature ; but beyond that his sole business is to 
execute the laws. This he must do, certainly, as he 
understands them. He must execute a IslW in what 
he supposes to be its true intent and meaning, seek* 
ing, if there be doubt, the best aid from legal ad- 
visers. But when a law has been passed, having 
folly the forms of law, he must accept it as such, 
and may not delay or refase its execution on the 
ground of its alleged unconstitutionality, though, if 
there be doubt, he may take immediate measures to 
have the constitutionality of the law tested. 

To secure always a suitable executive has been a 
great problem. In most nations the executive of- 
fice has been hereditary. This has many advan- 
tages. It tends to stability and a uniform poUcy, 
and prevents the excitement and corruption incident 
to an election. Besides, in many countries an intel- 
ligent and patriotic election would be impossible, 
In this country the executive is elective, virtually 
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bj the whole people, and hitherto the strain has not 
been found too great. Whether this will continne 
to be the case when wealth shall be indefinitely in- 
creased, and interests shall be extended and compli- 
cated, is a problem. It can only be as there shall 
be a virtue and an intelligence among the people 
hitherto unknown. Probably the danger would be 
diminished, if the tenure of oflSce were for six years, 
with no possibility of a reelection. 

The duties of the citizen are, Ist. To obey the 
vimtdaty laws SO far as his conscience will allow him 
dtb^; ^ d^ 80. It is possiblc for men to cherish 
obedtonot. wiUfulness and fanaticism under the pre- 
tense of conscience, and the presumption is in favor 
of the law as right, and of the obligation of the citi- 
to ob ey. Still there have been, and are liable to 

under all formrof^verameillii^cked laws, and 
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4. The citizen is bound to give his aid in all at- 
tempts to secure the rights of others, and ponrthdnty; 
to enforce law and order. He may not ^^^i- 
stand supinely by and see the right of "**"*• 
property violated. If, through general supineness, 
the property of individuals be destroyed by a mob, 
society is bound to make it good. Against the ten- 
dency of liberty to license, and of license again to 
despotism, every citizen is to guard. 

If we look at history, or at the state of most 
countries now, we cannot value civil lib- y^,„^ ^^ 
erty too highly. Hitherto it has existed «»^"«*'*'^ 
but imperfectly, and has reached its present posi- 
tion only through great sacrifices and struggles. 
The end of government, as for the individuid, the 
ground of human rights, and the rights themselves, 
have not been well understood. These are now 
understood by some, and it has become possible to 
instruct a whole people in them. Let this be done, 
and if, in connection with such instruction and the 
advancing light of science the community may but 
be so pervaded by the spirit of Christianity that a 
permanent and constantly advancing civilization 
may be possible, there will be nothing to prevent the 
attainment by man of all the perfection and happi- 
ness of which the present state will admit. The 
highest earthly conception is that of a vast Christian 
commonwealth, instinct with order, and with such 
triumphs and dominion over nature as modem 
science is achieving, and promises to achieve. 
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DUTIES TO GOD. 

CHAPTER L 
DUTIES TO GOD DEFINED. 

Duties to God are distinguished from others by 
j^ having God for their object. It is one 
j£*ii'***"* thing for the subject to disregard the sov- 
grmtduty. ereign indirectly by breaking his laws in 
injuring a fellow subject, it is another for him to 
meet that sovereign personally and show towards 
him disregard or contempt. There are accordingly 
both 4uties and sins of. which God is the immediate 
object, and which have ref<$rence to Him alone. 
Such are worship, and blasphemy. It is this capacity 
of coming directly to God that makes man a child, 
or rather it is the neces3ary result of his being a 
child; 

So far as we can separate religion from moraliiy 
Raiiffion religion consists in those duties of which 
giMshed God is the object. That these cannot be 
nuty. performed acceptably except on condition 

o( performing our duties to our fellow men has.al- 
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ready been shown. In diis sense our duties to our 
fellow men are conditional for those to God, and so 
lower. Whether they are also conditional as prior 
in dme is lesa clearv Many suppose that the moral 
nature is first. csJled into action towards man, and 
observation fayors this. But the relation of God to 
the soul as Creator and as all-pervading in his 
presence^ and the necessary idea which, according 
to some, is formed of Him from the first, has led 
others to the belief that the moral nature is first 
stirred towards God, and that there can be no form 
of duty without some reference to Him. 

But be this as it may, while all must allow that 
there can be no genuine religion wiUiout g^jtoton 
morality, it is generally supposed there can ]^^^ 
be morality without religion. This may "<>'»"^- 
be differently viewed as we suppose morality to con- 
sist in outward conduct, or in a state of the heart. 
There are many reasons why outward conduct should 
be in accordance with the rules of morality, though 
it n^y not proceed from love. Doubtless, idso, the 
moral nature, in common with the other parts of our 
liature, and taking its turn with them, is constantly 
brought into activity towards men with no conscious 
reference to God. But if we mean by morality the 
love of our neighbor as a paramount and controlling 
principle, and by perfect morality the love of our 
neighbor as ourselves, then there is no reason to 
suppose that it can exist without religion. The 
principle in each is identical, and supposing God to 

80 
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be known, they reciprocally imply each other. Cer- 
tainly this is the only morality that has an adequate 
basis, or that can be relied on as consistent. 

With this view of the relation to each other of 
these two branches of duty, we inquire wnat those 
duties are of which God is the object. 

And here the first and great duty of every one is, 
Man*! gnat ^ ^^^ kimself to God. This is the great- 
*'*^- est and most solemn of all acts. It in- 

volves the highest possible prerogatives of a creature, 
and is the highest possible privilege as well as duty. 
The whole wisdom of man lies in his confiding him- 
self implicitly to the guidance of the divine wisdom, 
and to the protection <rf the divine power. It was 
by withdrawing himself firom this guidance and pro- 
tection that man sinned originally; he can be 
restored only by accepting them anew. 

As Creator, God is the absolute owner of all 
things. As omnipotent. He can do with them as 
He pleases. But if He would be a Father and 
Moral Governor He must have children and subjects 
in his own image, and with the prerogative of 
choosing or rejecting Him as, their supreme good. 
Control by force, order by an impulse firom without, 
is the opposite of control by love, and of order fi^'om 
a rational choice, and the highest duty of man is to 
give himself in the spirit of a child, that is by faith, 
to God. 

The above will include everything. Whoever 
holds himself fully and constantly in the attitude to 
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God of a chOd, does all that he can. This will in* 
elude love and obedience. Still we need to specify 
in three particalars — 

1. The cultivation of a devotional spirit ; 

2. Prayer; and 

8. The keeping of the Sabbath. 
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CHAPTER n. 

CULTIVATION OP A DEVOTIONAL 8PIBIT. 

A DEVOTIONAL Spirit may be cultivated — 

1. By the exercise of devotion. This is on the 
principle that all our active powers are strengthened 
by exercise. There is no active power that does not 
gain facility and scope by repeated acts under the 
direction of will. 

2. A devotional spirit may be cultivated by a 
right use of Nature. 

The physical universe is but a visible expression 
of the power and the thought of God. 

This power and thought are seen in the very con- 
stitution of matter. It was not any matter, but 
such matter, and in such proportions,* that was 
needed for the forms that we see, and for vital pro- 
cesses. The varieties and a£Snities and relative 
quantities of matter as much show that it was created, 
and for a purpose, as its forms and movements show 
that it is used for a purpose. It is therefore the 
voice of Science as well as of Revelation that He 
" hath measured the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, and meted out heaven " — that is the extent of 
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the atmosphere — " with the span, and comprehended 
the dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the 
mountains in scales, and the hills in a balance." 

But the more obvious manifestations of thought 
and power are in form and movemefud. It is in the 
forms that we see, so diversified — some changing, 
some permanent, each adapted to an end — together 
with those uniform and recurring movements which 
reveal unlimited force and skill, that what we call 
Nature consists. Through this we gain our concep- 
tions of beauty, and of the most perfect adaptation 
of means to ends. Physical science is but the 
thought of Grod expressed through this. Upon this, 
suspended as it is in iinmensiiy, so vast in its magni- 
tudes, so mighty in its forces, so perfect in its organi- 
zations even the most minute, so ^tended yet pre- 
cise in its periods, no one can look without wonder, 
unless it be from ignorance or criminal stupidity. 

But all this may. be regarded with two habits of 
mind utterly difierent. 

Through the element of uniformity in nature it is 
possible to regard it as having no relation to a per- 
sonal God. Through that element God so hides 
liimself behind his work» that very many are prac- 
tically, and some theoretically, pantheistic or athe- 
istic. They see nothing in Nature but impersonal 
forces and fixed relations. 

A devotional spirit is the opposite of this. 
Through Nature it sees God. It sees, and culti- 
vates the habit of seeing Him in everything. To 
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such a spirit the earth and the heavens are a temple, 
the only temple worthy of God. To it the succes- 
sion of day and night and the march of the seasons 
are constant hymns. To it, not the heavens alone, 
but the whole •frame-work and structure of Nature 
with its ongoings " declare the glory of God." 

This is the spirit which it is the duty and happi- 
ness of man to cultivate. The highest use of 
Nature, is not the support of man, but to lead him 
up to God. 

3. A devotional spirit may also be cultivated by 
observing the Providence of God as it respects 
Nations, individukls, and particularly ourselves. 

The warp of our earthly life is those uniformities, 
called laws, without which there could be no educa- 
tion of the race, and no rational conduct But these 
laws intersect and modify each other. They are so 
related to the results of human vdll, and the results 
of diflFerent wills apparently unrelated so combine and 
converge to unexpected ends, as to have produced 
an impression almost universal that the filling in of 
those seeming contingencies which go to make up 
the completed pattern of our lives is controlled by 
wise design. In this is Providence. This it is that 
in every age takes Joseph from the pit and makes 
him ruler of Egypt. Through this it is that the 
arrow shot at a venture finds the joints of the har- 
ness. Here, as in Nature, it is possible for men to 
substitute something else, as chance, or fete, for 
God; but those who believe in Him. will nowhere 
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fiiid more striking evidence of a divine hand, and 
*' he who will observe the Providence of God will 
have providences to observe." 

4. But the main nutriment of a devotional spirit 
must be found in the Scriptures. 

In the Scriptures we. have an unequivocal revela- 
tion of God as personal, and so of his attributes as 
moral. It is only in view: of personality and m6ral 
attributes that devotion can spring up. Sentiment 
and sentimentalism there may be in view of force 
regarded as imp^:^sonaI) but not devotion, not wor- 
ship. These require a Father in Heaven, an infinite 
God, universal in his government and perfect in his 
moral char^acten Whatever may be said of the 
truth of the Scriptures, it is demonstrable that the 
God whom they reveal must call forth the highest 
possible adoration, and hence that the knowledge of 
Goda^ revealed in them must, more than anything 
else can, quicken intelKgent devotion. The attri- 
butes and character rf God as made known in the 
Scriptures hold the same relation to devotion that 
the infinity of space, and the awful force that sus- 
tains and moves in it the array of suns and planets, 
holds to the emotion of sublimity ; and as nothing 
can supersede infinite space in that relation, so noth- 
ing can supersede the God of the Bible as the 
ground and stimulus of the highest possible devo- 
tion. 

Thus recognizing God in the three great modes 
in which He is revealed, in Nature, in Providence, 
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and m Revelation, we shall culiiyate a devotional 
spirit. 

In contrast with a devotional spirit is 

Piofiuienefls. i • /» 

one that is profane. 

This may manifest itself in action or in speech. 
The true conception of this world is that of a temple 
involving hoth the ownership and the indwelling of 
God. As there is nothing that God does not own, 
any reckless or vicious use of what is his is a form 
of profaneness. It is a profenation to convert what 
God gave for food into a means of gluttony or 
drunkenness. If travellers were to stop in a cara- 
vansera, and in the presence of him who huilt and 
furnished it were to destroy the food and injure the 
furniture he had provided for all, he would be 
grieved and justly incensed. It would be an un- 
grateful disregard of his wishes, and an abuse of his 
goodness. But* this is what men do who pervert the 
works of God from the end designed by Him, and 
such conduct toward Him is profaneness. 

But while this is really profaneness, and in an 
aggravated form, it is not generally so regarded. 
The term is commonly applied to some form of 
speech implying disregard or contempt of God, or 
of the sanctions of his moral government ; and more 
particularly to an irreverent use of his name. This 
IS an offense that would excite astonishment if it 
were not so common. It differs from others in be- 
ing wholly gratuitous, and is thus, perhaps, the most 
striking evidence of the depravity of the race. The 



Digitized by 



Google 



CULTIVATION OP A DEVOTIONAL SPIBIT. 818 

thief, the sensualist, the ambitious man has a temp- 
tation that appeals to a natural desire ; but that a 
creature and child of God, supported wholly by his 
goodness and responsible to Him, should wantonly 
profane his name, could not beforeh3iid be credited. 
That there should be in Christian lands communities 
in which such profaneness is thought an accomplish- 
ment, and so an evidence of manhood that boys are 
tempted to it on that ground, shows a standard of 
manhood that has depravity for its essence. 

Profaneness can be of no possible use to him who 
indulges in it, or to any one else. If it were not 
wicked it would be simply superfluous and ridicu- 
lous. As it is, it is, as Robert Hall said, in allusion 
to feudal times, merely " a peppercorn rent to show 
that a man belongs to the devil." So far from giv- 
ing, as some suppose, assurance of the truth of what 
is spoken in connection with it, it is the reverse. 
All observation shows, mine certainly does, what 
might have been inferred without it, that he who 
will swear, will lie. Why not? The practice is 
scarcely less oflensive to a just taste than to a sen- 
sitive conscience, and whoever may be guilty of it, 
deserves to be not only condemned and abhorred, 
but despised. 
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PRAYER. 

The second great duty which we owe exclusively 
to God is Prayer. 

Literally, prayer is supplication, it is asking ; but 
Pnyer ^ commouly uscd it includes all that we 

worship. mean by worship. It includes in addition 
to supplication, adoration, confession, and thanks^v- 
ing.. To a being like man each of these would seem 
to be the dictate of nature. What more reasonable 
than adoration in view of an Infinite Majesty ? 
What more suitable thaii confession in view of guilt, 
or than thanksgiving in view, not simply of good- 
ness, but of mercy, and of a love unutterable? 
What more natural than that the creature and 
child, in view of his wants, should ask the Creator 
and Owner of all, and his Father, to supply those 
wants ? That each of these^ excepting the last, is 
not only suitable but a duty is generally conceded, 
but that man should ask and that God i^hould give 
because of his asking, has seemed to many incom- 
patible with the fixed order of nature, and with his 
infinite attributes. 

By askfng is here meant, not simply desire ex- 
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pressed, but paramoont desire. There mnst be 
a desire for the thing asked greater than Pnyttii 
for anything else that would be incom- derfre. "° 
patible vniti it. This is prayer, and nothing else is. 
If a man may have either an estate or so much 
money for the asking, but cannot have both, how- 
ever much he may desire the estate he cannot 
really ask "for it, unless he desires it more than the 
money. And so, whatever desire k man nmy have 
of heaven, or of the presence with him of the Spirit 
of God, yet if he have a stronger desire for any (ojm 
of worldly good, any form of expression that he 
might use in the guise of prayer would not be ask" 
ing. It would be hypocrisy to the omnisdent eye; 
It is only a paramount desire presented to God with 
tl)e submission becoming a creature, that is prayer, 
and the question is whether, in consequence of such 
prayer, man will receive what he would not with, 
out it. 

On this point the Bible expresses no doubt. 
There is in that no recognition of the dif- 
ficulties raised by philosophy. It teaches 
us how to pray; it commands and exhorts us to 
pray; it gives us examples in great number and 
variety of direct answers to prayer ; it makes prayer 
an essential element of a Christian Kfe ; it says ex- 
plicitly, " Ask and ye shall receive." It would be 
impossible that the duty and efficacy of prayer 
should be taught more clearly than they are in the 
Bible. 



ay 
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These teachings of the Bible are confirmed by 
' the analogy of our earthly life, and by the instinct 
oF the race. 

, From his in&ncy the child asks and receives. 
Asking is one of the two legitimate ap- 
pomted ways in which his wants are to be 
supplied. For some things, and at some times, it is 
the only way. It is just an expression of that de- 
sire and dependence which are appropriate to the 
relation of parent and child. Without recognized 
dependence in the way of expressed desire on the 
one hand, and an ability and willingness to supply 
wants thus indicated on the other, the chief beauty 
and significance of the parental relation would be 
gone. Can it be then that we have a Father in 
heaven, and yet that the very feature which gives 
warmth and beauty and value to the earthly relation 
should be wanting ? Without this the name would 
lose, in its transference to God, its chief significance, 
and Christ would not be the benefactor He is sup- 
posed to have been in teaching the race to say, 
" Our Father." 

On this point too the instinct of the race has been 
Voice of manifested unequivocally. Universally, or 
instipci. nearly so, when, as the Psalmist says, men 
"draw near unto the gates of death," when " they 
that go down to the sea in ships " " mount up to the 
heaven," and " go down again to the depths," *' and 
are at their wits' end," " then they cry unto the 
Lord in their trouble." Not only speculative ques- 
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doners of the efficacy of prayer, but professed athe- 
ists have often been brought to extremities in which 
this instinct has so asserted itself that they have 
cried unto God. 

It may also be doubted whether the highest bless- 
ings can be received except on the condition of 
asking. Health, rain, a prosperous journey, may 
come to men whether they ask or not. But the 
highest blessings are from the direct communion of 
man with God. This is the great distinction of man, 
that God himself may be his portion and good. To 
be enjoyed, this blessing must be desired and sought 
for, and it can be sought for only by asking. To 
obtain the larger number of blessings we need, we 
must not only ask, but put forth active exertion ; but 
here the only active exertion possible is the asking. 
Nor would it seem fit that God should bestow this 
blessing on any other condition. Other things may 
come aUke to all, but it might have been anticipated, 
even if He could do it otherwise, that God would 
give his Holy Spirit, as a sanctifier and comforter, 
only to those who should ask Him. 

Not only from the Bible, then, but from the anal- 
ogy of our earthly life, from our whole nature as 
pi'actical, and from its necessary relation to our 
highest wants, should we infer the efficacy of asking. 

The question then recurs whether, in objecdoa 
the light of a philosophy that apprehends £S?J£!mi- 
immutable law and the infinite attributes **^ **' **^' 
3f God, all this be not a mere seeming and delusion. 
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To the efficacy of eskmg for the Holy Spirit, Or 
for any direct ag^icy of God upon oar minds, .there 
can be no objection from the immutability of phys- 
ical law, since tliat can have no relation to si^hat is 
done immediately by a personal being. Frcnnthis 
highest region and sphere of prayer, therefore, no 
cavil about fixed law can debar us. Nor, on the 
view of the immutability of law (the only correct 
one), taken by the Duke of Argyle in his ^^ Beign 
of Law," can any valid objection lie agamst the effi- 
cacy of asking, for example, for rain. ^^ There are," 
says he, ^^no phenomena visible to man of which 
it is true to say that they are governed by any inva*- 
riable force. That which does govern them is 
always some variable combination of invariable 
forces^ But this makes all the difference in reason^ 
ing on the relation of will to law — this is the one 
essential distinction to be admitted and observed. 
. . . . In the only sense in which kws are 
immutiftble, this immutability is the very diarac- 
teristic which makes them subject to guidance 
through endless cycles of design. It is the very 
certainty and invariableness of the laws of Nature," 
— that is, of each individual law taken separately — 
" which alone enables us to use them, and yoke them 
to our service." If, as some suppose, man can cause 
rain by the firing of cannon, then it may be obtained 
by asking it even of him. In such a case there 
would be simply a different adjustment of invariable 
laws ; and if results may be thus produced to some 
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extent by the intervention of human will without a 
unracle^it cannot be irrational to suppose they may 
be thus produced to any extent by the divine wiU. 
The arrow shot at a venture that finds the joints of 
the harness, is governed by ordinary laws. Nothing 
but their nice adjustment is needed to carry it pre- 
cisely there. The intervention of will is supposed, 
but in no ot^er relation to fixed law than tliat of the 
human will when it causes ice by a fireezmg mix- 
ture.* This removes a difficulty which has weighed 
heavily on many minds. 

There remains the objection from the obiection 
infinite attributes of God. taZite^' ' 

As infinite in knowledge, God knows »<^*^'*"*^- 
what we need before we ask Him. We <an tell Him 
nothing new. He also knows what events are to 
be, therefore they cannot be changed. As infinite 
in goodness, He will do for us what is best whether 
we ask Him or not. 

In obviating these difficulties, we may say— 

1. That no one can read the speculations of such 
men as Spinoza, Kant) Cousin, and Hamilton, upon 
thi3 Infinite, without feeling that they are dealing 
with a subject which they do not fiilly grasp ; and 
that it can never be wise to set the results of such 
speculations in opposition to the practical principles 
of our nature. The apparent contradictions result- 
ing fi'om these speculations were such that Kant 
felt obliged to recoghize or invent what he called a 
Practical Reason, as the only basis of rational 
conduct. 
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2. The objection so makes God infinite as really 
to limit Him, and virtually to deny his personality. 
It makes it impossible for Him to be a Father, or 
moral Governor. Prayer is an act^ of choice and 
free will. So is murder. And if, because God is 
infinite, and knows what is to be, and will do what 
is best, it can make no difference with a man 
whether he prays or not, for the same reason it can 
make no difference whether he murders or not. It 
will follow that God will do what He wiU do, with- 
out reference to human conduct, which is subversive 
of moral government, and a practical absurdity. If 
we regard God as a person, and man also, the pos- 
sibility of such direct intercourse as prayer involves 
must be allowed ; nor can we conceive of a being, 
especially of an Infinite Being, having fiiUy the 
attributes of personality, that is, being really God, 
to whom It would be impossible to answer prayer. 
Why not say that the immutable God immutably, 
that is always, answers prayer ? The difficulty lies 
in connecting personality with infinite attributes, 
and those who deny that prayer, may be efficacious, 
really deny the personality and fatherhood of GodI 

It is to the fatherhood of God that we cling. To 
that we turn with infinite relief, from those limitless 
and dreary abstractions, which philosophy calls the 
Infinite and the Absolute. Without that, we are 
orphans : virtually, all is Fate. With that, nothing 
can rationally prevent the child from coming to the 
Father, or even the sinner, when he sees evidence 
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of placability, from coining " boldly unto the throne 
of grace, that he may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need." 

With this view of the nature and reasonableness 
of prayer, it only remains to say that its xh^^jm 
form is of little consequence. Prayer is *^ P»y«»- 
more than desire — more than sincere desire. It 
is paramount desire ofiered to God with a filial 
spirit. Of necessity this will be both reverent and 
importunate. Such prayer, whether repeated from 
memory, or read from a book, or, as would seem 
most natural, uttered directly from the promptings 
of the heart, is always heard. 
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CHAPTEB IV. 

tHE SABBATH. 

Thb last duty to be considered is the keejnng of 
the Sabbath. . 

To maO) originall;, the Sabbath pinst haye ooiue 
as a positive institution, since he could hAVe seen 
no reason for it, aside from the divine command. 
It has since been conlmonly regarded as partly pos- 
itive and partly moral. Now, however, as a reason 
can be assigned for it, and even for the proportion 
of time designated, it may be regarded as wholly 
moral. 

In considering the Sabbath, we shall first treat of 
the BeUgious, and then of the Givil Sabbath. 

By the Beligious Sabbath, we mean a day set 
apart by God himself for his own worship, and to 
secure, in connection with that, the religious cul- 
ture and final salvation of men. 

By the Civil Sabbath, we mean a day made 
" non-legal," in which public business shall be sus- 
pended, and in which all labor and recreation shall 
be so far restrained, that the ends of a religious Sab- 
bath may be seciured by those who wish it. 
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In tpeatii^ of tha religious SabbatJi, we naturally 
•onsider, fitst, its origin and history. 

Concerning these, the points which the friends of 
the Sabbath accept and regard as established are 
the following*: — 

1. That the Sabbath was given to our first par- 
ents in Eden, according to the account in Genesis 
n. 2^ 3 ; and that it was intended for the race. 

2. That. we find unmistakable indications of the 
Sabbath, both in the Scriptures and in heathen liter- 
ature^ between the original command and the giving 
of the; Law. . • 

3. That when the Law was given, the command 
t6 hallow the Sabbath was made conspicuous, as 
one of the ten coinmandments. That it has th^ 
same rank as the otJier commandments, all of which 
are moral in tiieir character, and universally bindiiig. 

4. That during the subsequent history of the 
Jews the Sabbath is referred to by the prophets in 
a way to show that they classed it with the other 
commandments, and that they regarded its obser- 
vance as intimately connected with the prosperity of 
the nation. 

6. That at the time of our Saviour the Sabbath 
was observed with great strictness ; that the people 
assembled regularly for public worship^ and that 
Moses and the prophets were read in the syna- 
gogues every Sabbath-day. Also, that this worship 
was attended by our Saviour, and that while He re- 
proved the superstitious observances and over- 
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Bcnipulousness that had crept in. He yet recognized 
the Sahbath as a divine institution, and as ^^ made 
tor man." 

6. That after the resurrection of Christ the day 
was changed, and that the Christian Sabbath, with 
substantially the same ends, has been perpetuated 
till the present time. 

These points have been amply discussed by many 
writers, and as they belong to history rather than 
to philosophy, they will not be fiirther noticed here. 
We proceed to inquire what may be known of the 
origin of the Sabbath, from the character and condi- 
tion of man. 

And here we observe that the religious Sabbath 
authenticates itself as frt)m God. Tliis it does in 
various ways. 

1. Regarding man as sinfrd, taking him as we 
now find him in every country where the Sabbath 
is unknown, the very conception of a holy Sabbath 
would have been impossible. There could have been 
nothing within him or without him to suggest it. 

2. Regarding men as selfish, the rich and the 
powerful would never have originated an institution, 
or consented to it, which would not only free laborers 
and dependents and slaves from labor one seventh 
of the time, but would require that time for the 
service of another. 

3. As the Sabbath corresponds with no cycle or 
natural division of time, it must have been impos- 
sible for any man, or number of men, to single out 
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one day, and set it apart authoritatively. Man cotdd 
neither have decided rightly the proportion of time 
to be set apart, nor have guarded the sanctity of 
the day by penalties. If the division of time into 
weeks were wholly unknown, it would be impossible 
that it should be introduced by man. 

4. Man could not have so associated the Sabbath 
with the grandest ideas made known by revelation, 
or possible to thought, as the creation of the world, 
the resurrection of Christ, the outpouring of the 
Spirit, and the rest of a holy heaven. He could 
not have made it span the arch firom the beginning 
till the consummation of all things. 

5. The Sabbath authenticates its divine origin 
not only as it thus blends with the highest ideas and 
interests of man, as connected with the past and the 
future, but by its analogy with the works of God as 
simple, and at the same time touching the interests 
of the present life at so many points. In this it is 
like the air and the water, which seem so simple, 
yet subserve so many uses. 

As thus impossible to have been originated by 
man, as connected with the creation of the world, 
with the resurrection of Christ, with the outpouring 
of the Spirit, and with the rest of heaven ; being 
analogous to nature, and promoting every interest 
of time, we say that the religious Sabbath comes to 
man bearing its own credentials as from God. 

From the origin of the Sabbath we TheSabbnOi 
turn to its necessity for man. for num. 

I. Of its necessity for man as an individual. 
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Of this the first ground is the necessity man is in 
For religious ^^ religious instruction. The religion of 
•''•*'^^"* the Bible is not a form that can be gone 
through with mechanically, or a superstition that 
can be inherited, or imposed upon ignorance^ It is 
a religion of liglit. This is its glory. But rational 
ideas of God and of his worship, and of the duty 
and destiny of man as a religious being, can no more 
be reached without instruction than similar ideas of 
civil society. Upon such instruction the Bible in- 
Msts, both in the Old Testament and in the New, 
and for this, if it is to be made general, the Sabbath 
is indispensable. 

But it is not simply instruction that man needs. 
ForpeiBuii. ^® ncods persuasiou. Indifference and 
■•****• aversion are to be overcome. Men are 

tempted to forget God, to neglect prayer, and make 
light of accountability. They are tempted to live, 
and most men do live, for this world alone. Here 
is the great need of a Sabbath. There is heed of 
time and opportunity to persuade men ; to go, if need 
be, " into the highways and the hedges, and compel 
them to come in." 

But again, if we suppose an individual intelli- 
lor culture gently rcligious, the Sabbath would be 
and growth, needed for his culture and growth. Were 
men open every day to the calls of society, and sub- 
ject to the pressure of competition in business, the 
tide of worldliness would become resistless. The 
Sabbath brings the world to a solemn pause, as 
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under the eye of God. It enables man to subordi- 
nate sense to &ith, and lifts him up to the power of 
living for the unseen and the future. 

Again, man cannot reach his end as isolated. 
He is social, and needs public and social j^godUL 
worship, as well as instruction, and for *"**** 
these the Sabbath is indispensable. The Sabbath, 
the pulpit, the Sabbath-school, and the social meet- 
ings appointed on the Sabbath and revolving about 
it, are inseparable. Withdraw these, and it is 
doubtful whether the Church itself would survive. 
The pulpit, in connection with the Sabbath, is the 
only institution ever established on earth for the 
general diffusion of religious instruction, and for 
securing a form of social worship that should bring 
all men together in equality and brotherhood before 
God. 

II. The Sabbath is needed not only for the indi- 
vidual, bit for the family. 

The Sabbath and the family were instituted in 
Paradise — these only, and they natu- ^^^i^^ 
rally support each other. Where there is 5*^2°^ 
no Sabbath, the domestic relations are not *°^' 
held sacred, and where the domestic relations are 
not held sacred, there is no Sabbath. Let but 
these two institutions, the family and the religious 
Sabbath, be sustained in their integrity, and every 
interiest of the individual and of the family will be 
lecured. 

III. The Sabbath is essential to the state, if free 
government is to be maintained. 
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No people ever have been, or ever can be, raised 
to a point of knowledge and virtue that would en- 
able them to maintain permanently a free govern- 
ment, that is, self-government, without that circle of 
agencies of which the Sabbath is an essential part. 

Without the Sabbath and the Bible there has 
The Sabbath been uo such difiusiou of knowledge 
goTvrnment. amoug a wholc pcopIc as would qualify 
them for liberty. It was among those who most 
highly esteemed the religious Sabbath, and were 
persecuted for maintaining it, that the idea of edu- 
cating the whole people first arose and was made 
efficient. The idea had its germ in that estimate of 
man as man, which underlies the whole systeni of re- 
ligion of which the Bible and the Sabbath are a part. 

But knowledge is not sufficient for freedom. 
There must also be virtue, principle, and a right 
social state. Outward forms and amenities must 
spring from good will, and love as a laiw must be 
applied in the relations of life as it never has been, 
or can be without the Sabbath and its teachings.^ 

IV. We next observe, that man needs the Sab- 

1 As the capacity of man for firee goTemment is now on trial, and 
especially in this country, this point is of special interest to the patriot 
as well as to the Christian, and has attracted no little attention. Two 
years since, at the request of the New York Sabbath Committee, a 
paper was read by me before the National Sabbath Convention, held at 
Saratoga, in which it was maintained: — 

1. ** That a religious observance of the Sabbath would secure the 
permanence of tree institutions/* 

a. ** That without the Sabbath religiously observed the permanence 
)f free institutious*caunot be secured; ** and — 
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bath as a physical being, and not he alone, but the 
animals that are subjected to labor by him. It is 
worthy of notice that cattle are especially mentioned 
in the fourth commandment. 

If this be so, it is a fact of high import, not only as 
sliowing the wide relations of the Sabbath, but the 
subordination of physical to moral ideas in the whole 
structure of the present system. 

The question is. Will man and animals do more 
work, do it better, have better health, and p^^^, 
live longer by laboring six days and rest- ^fXi*^ 
ing the seventh, than by laboring seven ^**^**»- 
days in the week ? This question can be decided 
only by facts, and by a wide and carefiil induction. 

On this point extensive observations have been 
made by cautious men, and facts like the following 
are stated : " The experiment was tried on a hun- 
dred and twenty horses. They were employed for 
years seven days in a week. But they became un- 
healthy, and finally died so fast that the owner 
thought it too expensive, and put them on a six 
days' aiTangement. After this he was not obliged 
to replenish them one fourth as often as before. 
Instead of sinking continually, his horses came up 
again, and lived years longer than they could have 

3. ^ That the civil as based on the religioas Sabbath is an institution 
to which society has a natnral right, precisely as it has to property.'* 

These propositions, it is believed, can be established, and if so the 
Sabbath must be from God. 

The paper referred to having been published by the Sabbath Com- 
mittee and extensively circulated, it is, perhaps, sufficient to refer to it 
aere. - 
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done on the other plan." Numerous cases of this 
kind are stated by Dr. Justin Edwards in his ** Sab- 
bath Manual." 

A friend writes me that when the extensive stable 
of the 3d Avenue Railroad, in New York, was com- 
pleted, he was invited to inspect it ; and noticing that 
the stables were arranged in groups of seven, he 
found on inquiry " that the object was to have a 
gang or team of horses together ; tliat each car re- 
quired three pair of horses per day, each pair going 
about twenty-four miles ; but that this was not 
enough, for that a horse, no matter how well fed 
and cared for, required rest, and that the only way 
to give it to him and still keep the car running was 
to have an odd horse which should come in and take 
his turn at the work." This gave each horse a 
seventh part of the time for rest. *' It had been 
tried, the superintendent said, with less, and with 
more, but that it took just about seven horses to run 
the car all the time." My friend adds : "This re- 
sult had apparently been reached through pure 
experience, but however reached, it had not been 
founded upon any Scriptural reason ; and I have lio 
doubt but that the superintendent and directors were 
entirely unconscious of the fact that they were fol- 
lowing a divine precept." 

In view of facts like the above. Dr. Edwards felt 
authorized to say of laboring animals that ** when 
employed but six days in a week, and allowed to 
rest one, they are more healthy than they car bo 
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when employed during the whole seven. They do 
more work, and Uve longer." 

And what is true of animals is true of man. 
From extensive inquiries, from reports made by 
government commissioners, and from the opinion of 
many scientific physicians, Dr. Edwards concludes 
that "men who labor six days in a week, and rest 
one, can do more work in all kinds of business, in 
all parts of the world, and do it in a better manner 
than those who labor seven." Also, "that it is 
now settled by facU that the observance of the 
Sabbath is required by a natural laWy and that were 
man nothing more than an animal it would be for 
his interest to observe the Sabbath." ^ 

The above refers to physical labor ; but as the 
power of vigorous and persistent mental The mental 

t, , , • n t t 1 * power* need 

labor depends on the state of the body, it » sabbnth. 
will follow that more such labor can be done, and 
better done by those who keep the Sabbath, than by 
those who do riot. This is confirmed by facts, 
beginning with the testimony of Sir Matthew Hale, 
which seems to have first called attention to the 
subject. He said : " If I had at any time bor- 
rowed from this day any time for my secular em- 
ployment I found that it did ftirther me less than if 
I had let it alone, and therefore, when some years' 
experience, upon a most attentive and vigilant 
:^l^rvation, had given me this instruction, I grew 
peremptorily liesolved never in this kind to make a 
1 See Sab. Doc No. 1, p. 41. 
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breach upon the Lord's day, which I have now 
strictly observed for more than thu^ years." On 
this point more recent testimony is abundant, but 
need not be added. 

The views above presented rest on their own 
basis, though they could never have been reached 
without revelation, and they justify us in calhng 
special attention to the saying of our Saviour, that 
" the Sabbath was made for man." Viewing him 
in whatever aspect, whether as a physical, an in- 
tellectual, or a moral and religious being ; whether 
in his domestic, his social, or his civil relations, we 
see that the Sabbath is an integral and essential 
part of the divine arrangement for his training and 
well-being. 

If the preceding views are correct, and also the 
Man's right doctrfue of Hghts already considered, it 
Sabbath. will foUow th^t man has a right to the 
civil Sabbath, on the same ground that he has a 
right to property, or to anything else ; and that it 
belongs to legislation to secure him in the enjoy- 
ment of that right. 

Rights are from the necessity of those things to 
which man has a right, to secure the various ends 
indicated by the active principles of his constitution, 
and they vary in importance and sacredness accord- 
ing to the importance and sacredness of the end. 
But the highest end of man is a religiously social 
end. His most sacred right must therefore be to 
the requisites and conditions for attaining that end, 
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and he will have a right to demand of society what- 
ever legislation may be required for that. The 
civil society which does not afford to every man the 
most favorable conditions for the attainment of the 
ends for which God made him, needs modification, 
and if it would render such attainment impossible, 
it needs reconstruction. 

In saying the above we disclaim any purpose to 
make men moral or religious by legislation, or to 
interfere with any liberty that would not trench 
upon rights. Give us our rights, give us the still- 
ness and quiet needed for the religious impression 
of the Sabbath, for the instruction of families, and 
for public worship, and we are content. To these, 
as needed for the attainment of our highest ends, we 
have a right. 

" It may also be said that society, as being firom 
God, has a natural right to anything necessary to 
secure its own ends. If, therefore, it can be shown, 
as it can be, and has been, that those ends cannot 
be secured without the Sabbath, then society has, 
on this ground also, a right to legislate in favor of 
the civil Sabbath." ^ 

It only remains to speak of the manner in which 
the Sabbath should be kept. 

How the Sabbath must be kept must Mam»r of 
be determined in part from its origin, but SeteSSi 
-hieflyfrom its end. **^*^*"*- 

A.S associated with great and joyful events in the 

1 See Sabbath and Free InstUuHom, p. 17. 
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past, the Sabbath is of the nature of a festival^ aiid 
should be a day of joy. As calling us to cease from 
the toil imposed by the primeval curse, and to lay 
aside its soiled garments, the Sabbath is a day of 
release and of refreshment. As pointing to a rest 
of holy activity, in which the curse of toil shall be 
wholly lifted from us, the Sabbath is a day of de- 
lightfrd anticipation, and of earnest preparation. 
To one acquainted with its origin, and sympathizing 
with its end, the whole tone and aspect of the day 
must be bright, and its spirit free ; but, as has been 
said, the manner of keeping the day, its duties and 
employments, must be mainly determined by its 
end. 

Is the end of the Sabbath physical ? Then it is 
to be spent in physical culture. Is it intellectual ? 
Then the schools, and lyceums, and libraries should 
be opened and thronged. Is the end SBsthetic? 
Then we are to listen to fine music, and viewworiks 
of art. Is it social ? Then we are to make calls, 
and attend dinner parties. Is the end commimion 
with nature, or with the God of nature, distinc- 
tively? Then we are to walk in the fields and 
woods, and go on excursions. Is the end of the 
Sabbath religious? Then it is to be kept holy. 
Then are we to bring ourselves by every method of 
his appointment, into immediate and conscious , re- 
lation to God as a holy God, and our end w31 be 
the promotion of holiness in ourselves and others. 
This is the end designated by God» the only worthy 
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end, th^ only end, even, in connection with which 
any other can be fully secured. 

But while the above is the end, it does not follow 
that it is the only end ; for here, as else- oigiMruMi 
where, we find higher and lower ends, ^^•'•«»^- 
and here, too, the law of limitation holds. Every 
lower good piay be promoted, and should be, but 
only so far as it is a condition for one that is higher. 
Uoliness is the supreme end. So far as that will be 
promoted by physical rest and ** bodily exercise," 
by 3tudy, or art, or social intercourse, or commun- 
ion with nature, these will be in place, but no further* 
" The Sabbath was made for man," and whatever 
labor or service his good may require us to perform 
pn that day, we are to do — all works of necessity and 
mercy. But we are to remember that it was made 
for man especially as a religious being, and as his 
great need is conformity to God, if the Sabbath be 
not so kept as to promote that, it fails of its chief 
end. It fails to be properly a Sabbath. But let it 
be kept so as to promote this end, and every inferior 
good will follow* There will be physical rest. There 
will be that study of the Word of God and that 
meditation which give light and depth to the intel- 
lect. There will be sacred song, with so much of 
art as higher ends may demand or permit. There 
will be that family worship which hallows the home, 
and that public and social worship which at once 
humbles and eicalts men, and brings them together 
as one family before God. Man will have sympathy 
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with nature, not merely as expressing the 'natural 
attributes of God, but as the basis and frame-work, 
and in some of its aspects, the silent prophecy of a 
higher moral and Christian system. All this he 
will have under the law of limitation, and in addi- 
tion, the limitless good that comes from conformity 
to God, and direct copamunication with Him. 

Such a law of the Sabbath is as precise as can be 
given and not keep men children, or make them 
machines. It avoids all precisionism, allowing each 
one to decide for himself, whether or not he may 
pluck the ears of com as he passes through the field, 
and rub them with his hands. 

The requirement to keep the Sabbath holy places 
HoUness ^* ^^ ^ peculiar position, as making holi- 
» riS^tS)?* ^®ss necessary to the right keeping of it. 
*"^*'*^- It is self-evident that the religious Sabbath 
must be kept religiously, and that only a relig- 
ious man can do that. Here is the great difficulty 
with the Sabbath ; but it is only the same as with 
the service of God in any form." " Ye cannot," said 
Joshua to the Israelites of old, *' serve the Lord, for 
He is a holy God." The very reason why they 
should do it was the reason why they could not. 
The faculties can act with alacrity only with ref- 
erence to a congenial end. Let a man "hunger 
and thirst after righteousness," and all opportunities 
and means of attaining it will be welcomed and im- 
proved. This alone can free the Sabbath from that 
impression of negation and vacuity and restraint 
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which they must feel who are brought up to keep 
it strictly, but have no sympathy with its ends as 
religious. Bestrained by conscience or by custom 
from employments and pleasures that are congenial, 
and with no taste for the proper business and enjoy- 
ments of the day, it will be " a wearinpss," and they 
will say, as was said by men similarly situated three 
thousand years ago, and has been ever since, " When 
will the Sabbaths be gone, that we may set forth 
wheat ? " For this irksomeness of the Sabbath 
there are but three possible remedies. One is that 
God should change his law ; one that men should 
obey it ; jmd the third, that they should disregard 
and pervert it by spending the day in business wr 
pleasure. 

The observance of the Sabbath has been supposed 
to be peculiarly a guard against crime. ^^^ 
It is so because it is more purely than any- "**^2J^ 
thing else a test of regard to the authority *"*°*®- 
of God. As no time is intrinsically holy, and 
nothing but the command of God can make it so, 
the observance of a specified time on that ground is 
almost sure to be connected with the fear of God in 
other things. Hence, of 1232 convicts in Auburn 
State prison, only 26 had conscientiously kept the 
Sabbath ; and of 203 who were committed in one 
year, only two had conscientiously done so. For 
the same reason, desecration of the Sabbath is often 
the beginning of a course of vice and crime. As of 
old with the l3raelites, the Sabbath seems to be set 

22 
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as a sign between God and men, and when thej dis- 
regard that, all fear of Hun departs. It is, there- 
fore, ominous of every foi:m of evil when a young 
person begins to disregard the Sabbath. Tell me 
how the Sabbath is spent, and I will give you a 
moral history, of the rest of the week. 

It has also been supposed that something of dis- 
ProTidence crimiuation, enough to show which side 

•nd the » o 

8abb«th. God is ou, may be discerned in special 
evils which follow Sabbath desecration. It is said 
by careful observers, and confirmed by striking 
&cts, that those who seek to obtain their own ends, 
whether of business or pleasure, by appropriating 
God's time for them, often find themselves strangely 
thwarted, sometimes by seeming accidents and sud- 
den events, and sometimes in the long lines of God's 
providence. This may well be, for if the law of 
the Sabbath be the law of God, we may be sure 
that there is no such inflexibility of natural fiH*ces 
that they cannot be brought to conspire with it, and 
that in some way it will ultimately vindicate itself. 
" Who hath hardened himself against Him, and 
prospered ? " 

The religious Sabbath has been dwelt upon thus 
at length, firom the conviction that it is 
vital to individual piety, to the family, and 
to our free institutions ; and also that it can be sus- 
tained only by a clear apprehension of its grounds, 
and by vigilance and struggle. To a perverted 
Sabbath, a day of amusement, spectacles, idleness, 
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it, he has landed himself logiodly in Eudaimonism, or in 
making eiijojraent the supreme end of man and of 
virtue. 

He admits fully that there is in the mind of man 
original and fundamental ideas : ^^ I am one of tfao.^e 
who believe that there «re simple and ultimate ideas." ^ 
He gives existence as an example : ^^ That of existence, 
or being, is one. All men have, and. must have, an 
idea of something, of themselves as existing." But 
then he will not allow that an idea, which seems to 
me to be as much entitled to be regarded as simple 
and original as any other we could name, is of that 
description. I refer to our idea of Righr. He insists 
that there is, that there must be, an ultimate end to 
which everything else is subordinate. But he denies 
that doing right, as rights can be that end. What, then, 
is the ultimate eiid, according to. Dr. Hopkins? It 
comes, in the end, to be a ^^ form of enjoyment or satis- 
£Eiction." He says it is '* the goo<]." But what is the 
good ? The following is his answer : '* An objective 
good is anything so correlated to a conscious being as to 
produce subjective good. Subjective good is some form 
of enjoyment or satisfaction in the consciousness." He 
tells us that '* strictly there is no good that is not sub- 
jective." ^ This is explicit enough. * Commonly he speaks 
of the ultimate end in virtuous CQnduct as being ^^ the 
good " or " well being." But then the phrases " good " 
and ^ well bdng " are ambiguous ; they may mean 
pleasure, or they may mean moral good and moral 
well being. I am not sure whether Dr. Hopkins is 
not kept at times, by the amphiboly of these phrases, 
from seeing the full consequences of his theory. Let 
him, or let his readers, substitute " some form of enjoy- 
ment or satisfaction in the consciousness " for ^* good '* 
and *' well being," and what the precise doctrine is, and 
1 Page 20. a Page 51. 
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must be, will at once become patent He tells ua 
again and again : ** It is an affirmation, through the 
moral reason, of obligation to choose the supreme end 
for which God made us — that is, to choose the good 
of all beings capable of good, our own included, and put 
forth all those volitions which may be required to attain 
or secure that good." ^ This sounds well, and is in entire 
accordance with, the impression which Dr. Hopkins means 
to leave. But substitute for " good " " some form of 
enjoyment or satisfaction in the consciousness," and it 
comes to this, logically — that the supreme end of man 
is to choose the enjoyment of all, including, so far as I 
see, the enjoyment of the Supreme Being. 

He is careful to explain, in thus speaking of good as 
" some form of enjoyment or satisfaction," that he does 
not mean our own good, but ^ that of all conscious 
beings." But whether he means it or no, whether he 
wishes it or no, whether he sees it or no, this is in the 
end the utilitarian or "greatest happiness principle." 
This is the logical consequence, and if not drawn by 
himself it will be drawn by others ; and the history of 
philosophy and theology shows that what follows log- 
ically will, in fact, follow chronologically, when the sys- 
tem has had time to work and show its effects. 

And, after all, Dr. Hopkins cannot get rid of an ulti- 
mate principle of right. For why am I or any other 
man required to look after the good ? — meaning the en- 
joyment of all conscious beings — is the question that 
ever comes up. Why am I bound to look after any 
one's enjoyment but my own? The answer to this 
question by such a man as Dr. Hopkins must be, Because 
it is right, which right is discovered by the moral reason, 
and is an ultimate idea and an ultimate end. Right 
thus comes, like love, to be an end in itself, inferior to 
no other, subordinated to no other. 
1 Page 99. 
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He cannot avoid this conclusion by tlie distinctions 
which he draws. He tells us " that holiness is not a 
means of happiness but the cause," and " that a cause 
we always conceive of as higher than its effects," and 
gives, as an illustration, ^^ Grod as a cause is higher than 
the univetse." True, God as a cause is higher than 
any creature effect, or, we may add, any creature cause. 
But as to creature causes and effects, I am not sure 
that the cause is always higher than its effects. These 
late discussions as to the nature of causation have 
shown that all physical causes are composed of more 
than one agent, and that all effects are capable of be- 
coming causes which may or may not be greater than 
the effects. I am not sure that the causes which led to 
the abolition of slavery in the United States were higher 
than the effect — the abolition of slavery. But grant- 
ing his doctrine to be true, that holiness is greater than 
happiness because it is the cause of happiness (it is 
sometimes, also, in our world the cause of suffering), 
then it surely follows that holiness, which is the higher, 
and not happiness, ought to be the ultimate end. 

The following is evidently the difficulty which Dr. 
Hopkins feels in making right the end of moral action : 
*' It is plain that the quality of an action can never be 
the ground of an obligation to dp that action." " Think 
of a man's doing good to another, not from good will, 
but for the sake of the rightness of his own act. Think 
of- his loving God for the same reason. Certainly, if 
we regard right as the quality of an action, no man can 
be under an obligation to do an act morally right for 
which there is not a reason besides its being right, 
and on the ground of which it is right." ^ This is 
pointedly put But it is possible to meet it. * The 
difficulty arises from a confusion of idea into which we 
are apt to fall when we think or speak of ultimate 
1 Pages 18, 19. 
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ideas or ends. We talk of th&on as having a readon, 
but then we are apt to forget that this reason is not out 
of themselves but in themselves. It lies m the object8 
contemplated, and is seen to be so by tbe bare contem-^ 
plation of the objects, that is by self-evidenoe, which is 
the primary mark of intuitive truth. All tliat passtrs 
under the name of love is not virtuous^ Certainly our 
love is not always virtuous when we contemplate some 
form of enjoyknent or satisfaction to ourselves or others. 
But when we love God and our fellow-men in a truly 
virtuous manner, we feel that love, that this love, is due 
to them. In this, as in all cases of moral excellence, 
the oughtj the due, the ohligatian, comes in along with 
love, and is an ultimate end inferior to no other. 

Dr. Hopkins sees that utilitarianism ha^ a truth in it 
The truth lies in this, that we are bound by ultimate 
moral principle to promote the happiness of mankind. 
Or, to give a deeper and juster account, we are bound 
not only to do good to all conscious beings, we are 
bound to love them. Viewed under this aspect, the 
principle of virtue is not beneficence, but love. Had 
Dr. Hopkins, with his clinching power and high moral 
aims, brought out these two truths m(N*e fully than intui^ 
tive moralists have done, he would have done essential 
service to ethical science, which has sometimes given 
morality a repulsive aspect, by exhibiting law as sepa- 
rated from love. But this is not the way in which Dr. 
Hopkins ^* marries " the parties. He thinks he has done 
great service to ethics by showing how sensibility, pleas- 
ure, enjoyment, or satisfisMtion is a condition of moral 
good. '* A sensibility is the condition piecedent of all 
moral ideas." J am not sure that he is absolutely right 
here; We may put the case that Qod creates an angelic 
being with high intelle<Miual endowments, but without 
•ensibUity. Is not that angel bocmd to be grateful to 
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and consequent vice and degradation; despotism, in- 
fidelity, and formalism have no objection. Such a 
day is their surest means of undermining everything 
opposed to them. It is the temple of God become 
a den of thieves. It is a holy Sabbath that is the 
point of their conunon attack, and this it is that the 
friends of an enlightened Christianity, and of free 
institutions, are called upon to sustain. 

The fourth and the fifth commandments stand 
together in the centre of the Decalogue ; and as it 
is through these that there is a connection between 
the two tables of the divine Law, so it is through 
the Sabbath that a divine influence passes into the 
family, and through that into society. This is the 
divine order — the Sabbath and the family mutu- 
ally supporting each other; and God, through 
them, working out a perfect society. It remains 
to the Christian and the patriot to accept this order, 
and work together with Him. 
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Haying reached this point, it may be serviceable to 
some i^ as I was urgently requested, I indicate the 
method in which the processes we have gone over were 
presented on the blackboard. 

The first word taken was ''Law.'* It being pre- 
sumed that each hearer had some notion in his mind 
corresponding to the word, the audience were requested 
to make that notion definite, and to state to themselves 
what must have been in their minds before they could 
have had it. The word was then written in front of a 
vertical line, and each one requested to think what must 
have lain back of it, and proximate to it. When the 
first word had been fixed on, the next was sought, and 
so on, till the process was completed. When this was 
done the order was as in the text, but the numbers 
were reversed. Thus — 

4 3 2 ^ 1 T 

Being. Force. Uniformity. An End. J ^^'^* 

It was then read backwards, thus : Being, originating 
force, uniformly, so as to accomplish an intelligible end, 
gives us the conception of law. 

This applies to physical law, though even with refer- 
ence to that all might not be agreed. That, however, 
is of no consequence here, the object being simply to 
show the method. After Law, Moral Law and Obli- 
gation were investigated in the same way, though the 
process was much more extended. Attention was thus 
concentrated, and ideas and their relations were made 
more definite. It is obvious that the method admits of 
wide application. 
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To show to the eye how inclusiye the word " Love" 
is, as ordioarily used, the following scheme was placed 
on the blackboard. In this as in all cases of develop- 
meut, the word is placed on the left side of the line. 



LoTe<^ 



Gomidaoenc7,orcom- ) Spontaneous 
pla«ent Lot«. ) 



Ood. 

Our Ndjg^bor. 

Self. 

Brofhen, ete. 

GhUdreD. 

PaxentB. 



Fbwer. 

Knowledge. 

Property. 



SBatfotud. 
GoMl in itself. 

> NatonJ Aflbciions. 



Desires. 



And and Drink. | Appetttee. 



SpontaoANis 
before ohdotk 
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fountain of all rational spontaneity — ^ that is, of the 
spontaneity that follows rational choice. Love without 
law is capricious, weak, mischievous : opposed to law it 
is widted. Law withoijt love is unlovely. The highest 
harmony of the universe is in the love of a rational 
being that is coincident with the law of that being 
rationaUy affirmed ; and the deepest possible jar and 
discord is from the love, persistent and utter, of such a 
being in opposition to his law. It is becau^^e there is iu 
the Divine Being this harmony of law with love that 
He is perfect." 

It is B curious circumstance that Dr. Hopkins does 
not examine, or even refer to the attempt made by Ed- 
wards. Indeed it is one of the peculiarities of our 
author — under one aspect an excellence, under another 
a defect — that, like Edwards, he is largely a '' self-con- 
tained" thinker. The reading of the one, sfi of the 
other, seems confined, and contim^d to rather common- 
place works. This circumstance imparts a freshness ^nd 
ail independence to their thinking, but at times it keeps 
them from seeing certain aspects of their theme wMck 
others have noticed and brought out to view. 

Dr. Hopkins, as every one who knows his spirit 
would expect, has a great aversiwi to ancient Epicure- 
anism and modem Utilitarianism. He speaks with 
great contempt of " the sty of Epicurus," " the dirt phi- 
losophy" and "the bread and butter philosophy." On 
the other hand, he is not prepared to ^ve his adherence 
to the counter doctrine of intuitive morals. Avoiding, 
as he reckons, the efrrors of both extremes, be is striving 
to construct a theory of his own, and he defends it with 
able arguments and acute distinctions. I am not sure 
whether be has been successful any more than Edwards 
was in a like attempt. While evidently and strongly 
aiming at something higher, I fear that, without meanifig 
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I love even my fellow-men? To us, whatever there 
may be to higher intelligences, there can be no answer 
but one, and that is, that I ought to do so. And if 
any one puts the other questipn. How do I come to 
know this ? there is but one answer, and this is, that 
it ia self-evident. And Wn^. leads me to remark that 
there is a great defect in the pi-evailing doctrine of our 
day among metaphysicians — a doctrine introdu(!ed by 
Kant into Germany and by Sir W. Hamilton among 
English-speaking nations — as to what are the proper 
tests of first truths : these are represented as necessity 
and universality. The primary mark of first truths was 
seized by Locke with his usual sagacity : it is self-evi- 
dence. We regard Grod as having a cLtim upon our 
love, not because we are necessitated to love him, or 
because all men love him, but because it is right, and 
men see it to be so at once; and it is because they 
see it to be so that the necessity and universality arise. 
Edwards has succeeded in showing that love is an essen- 
tial element in virtue; but he has not succeeded in 
proving that to us there is no other element. In par- 
ticular, there is a binding obligation to love God and 
man, and not only so, but to discountenance and punish 
sin and to countenance and encourage moral excellence. 

And now we find a thinker of this century, and liv- 
ing in much the same parts, trying to solve the same 
problem of the relation of law to love, and love to law, 
and thinking he has solved it. The following is his 
noble language : * — 

'^ Law and love ! These 4U'e the two mightiest forces 
in the universe, and thus do we marry them. The 
place of the nuptials is in' the innermost sanctuary of 
the soul. As in all right marriage, there is both con- 
trariety and deep harmony. Law is stern, majestic, and 
the fountain of all order. Love is mild, winning, the 
1 Page 108. 



Digitized by 



Google 



344 APPENDIX C. 

In the book before us he has given us the result of 
his thoughts on no lower a subject than Law and Love 
and the relation between them. And surely these two 
must be intimately connected, and this whether we are 
able to express it in categorical form or not. There 
can be no moral excellence without love ; but just as 
little can there be without a rule, without obligation. 
The two seem to be inseparably joined in the nature of 
things, as they certainly are in the revelation which 
Grod has given of duty in the Word, — " For this is the 
sum of the Ten Commandments, to love the Lord thy 
Gk)d with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy 
strength, and with all thy mind, and thy neighbor as 
thyself." 

Jonathan Edwards used to ponder this profound sub- 
ject. Francis Hutcheson, the founder of the Scottish 
School of Philosophy, had labored to prove that virtue 
consists in benevolence. Edwards saw the defect of this 
theory, as omitting love to Grod and justice, which are 
virtues quite as much as benevolence. So amending the 
theory of Hutcheson, Edwards makes the bold attempt 
to resolve all virtue into love, in love to being as being, 
and distributed to beings as they have claims upon us. 
But, with all his acuteness, he failed to see that in this 
resolution he had unwittingly introduced another idea 
besides love — that of claim or obligation — the claim 
of being as being, the separate claims of different beings, 
say of Grod, of father and mother, of husband and wife, 
of brothers and sisters, of rulers and subjects, of friends 
and foes. That being has^ claims upon us — that dif- 
ferent beings, such as God and our neighbors, have 
separate claims upon us, — this turns out to be an ulti- 
mate truth, which cannot be resolved into anything 
inferior to itself. T^hy ought I to love my fellow-men ? 
Why ought I to love God, and to love him more than 
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HOPKINS'S "LAW OF LOVE AND LOYB ASA LAW." 

BY THE REV. JAMES MOCOSH, LL. D., D. D. 

In the summer of 1866 I found myself wandering 
among the limbs of the Green Mountains, and it oc- 
curred to me that I ought to find toy way to Wiliiains- 
town and its college. One end I had in Tiew was to 
see more of t^e grand scenery ^~ (he lovely forests and 
towering mountains, by which the region is character- 
ized. I was certainly not disappointed in the situation 
of the town. It is placed on a knoll in the heart of a 
capacious hollow, surrounded with imposing mouBftaoms. 
It struck me as a spot at which the Last Juc^ment 
might be held, with the universe assembled on t\ie 
slopes of the encircling hills. But I had another object 
on which I had set my heart still more earnestly, and 
tiiis was to make the acquamtance of the President of 
the college, whose works I had read in my own tsountry, 
and whose character t had been led to revere by the 
accounts given me by those who knew him intimately* 
And if I was not disappointed wkh the nscenery, 1 was 
still less so with Dr. Hopkins, whom I ^und a man 
stalwart and elevated like the mountains among which 
he lives and muses, and yet adorned withal with graces 
as lovely as the foliage of the spruce hemlock which 
there clothes the scenery. "Since tJiat time I ever ^\&ot 
him before me, in imagination, seated under a tzee in 
the heart of the mountains, pondering some deep theme, 
seeking light for himself, and wishing to in^)art it 4o 
others. 
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God, from the very relation in which he stands to his 
Creator, and apart altogether from sensibility^ on his 
part or the part of God ? In following out this princi- 
ple, I hold that man is bound to love God, apart hUo- 
gether from this love producing any enjoyment on Grod's 
part or on man's part. Dr. Hopkins is obliged, in 
effecting his reconciliation, to give a very inadequate 
view of law. " The object of law is the cont ol of force 
by direction and regulation with reference to an end." 
Surely, the deepest idea of a moral law is here lost 
sight of, which is obligation to cherish the afff ction or 
do the deed as being right 

But while I take objection to the very peculiar theory 
advocated as to the ground of morality, 1 am bound to 
speak in highest terms of the ability and high moral 
purpose displayed throughout the volume/ Except in 
regard to the si3ecial theory in the first part, 1 have 
nothing to say against the work, and much to say in its 
favor. Of the second, or practical part, I have to speak 
only in highest commendation. Take the following as 
a specimen, selected at random, of the clear discrimina- 
tion and admirable judgment everywhere displayed. 

" Property may be permanently and rightfully alien- 
ated by gift, by exchange, and by sal^. It is also per- 
mimently^enated by gambling; this has different forms. 
In some cases, as in dice and in lotteries, it is simply an 
appeal to chance. Iii others, as in card^, there is a 
mixture of chatice and skill. In others, as in betting, 
of dianoe and judgihent. In all cases, the object is 
gain witiiout an equivalent, and While there is such gain 
on one side, there is, on the other, loss without compen- 
sation. In legitimate trade both parties are benefited ; 
in gamWng, but one. Legitimate trade requires and 
pit>motes habits of industry and skill ; gambling gener- 
ates indolence and vice, and stimulates a most infatuating 
and often uncontrollable passion. It is wholly selfish, 
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and wholly injurious in its effects upon the community. 
That a practice thus inherently vicious, should be re- 
sorted to for charitable purposes, does not change its 
character, but only tends to confound moral instructions. 
But are all appeals to chance in the distribution of prop- 
erty gambling ? Not necessarily, if we define it by its 
motives and results. A picture is piven to a fair. No 
individual will give for it its value ; that value is con- 
tributed by a number and the picture disposed of by lot ; 
this diflfers from an ordinary lottery: 1st, Because 
there are no expenses, and all that is given goes for an 
object which the parties are gathered to promote. 2d, 
The prize is given, so that nothing is taken for the prizes 
from the amount paid in, but the whole goes for the 
proposed object 3d, This may be done from a sim- 
ple desire that the feir should realize the worth of its 
property, and so, benevolently. And all appeals to 
chance under these conditions are not likely to be so 
frequent or general as to endanger the habits of the 
community. All this may, and should, in fairness, be 
said. It should also be said, 1st, that no form of 
charity should be tolerated for a moment that in the 
actual state of a community will foster a spirit of gam- 
bling. It should be said, 2d, that any attempt to 
promote a benevolent object by an appeal to selfish mo- 
tives is wrong. Benevolent giving is a means of Chris- 
tian culture, but selfish giving in the form of benevo- 
lence is a deception and a snare. If the cause of 
benevolence cannot be supported benevolently, it had 
better not be supported at all." 

I commend all intelligent readers to buy this book 
and read it with care, and they will find themselves 
travelling in the company of a man of high and inde- 
pendent soul, who expresses his thoughts in brief and 
weighty sentences, and imparts much moral iustruction 
of a lofty order. 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX C. 353 

ANSWER TO REV. DR. McCOSH. 

BY REV. MARK HOPKINS, D. D. 

• In reviewing " The Law of Love," in the ** Observer " 
of April 15th, Dr. McCosh speaks of his visit to Wil- 
liamstown and to myself. That visit is among my 
most pleasing recollections. It was during the summer 
vacation ; the weather was fine, and we were quite at 
leisure to stroll about the grounds and ride over the 
hills. 

Riding thus, we reached, I remember, a point which 
he said reminded him of Scotland. There we alighted. 
At once he bounded into the field like a young man, 
passed up the hillside, and, casting himself at fiill length 
under a shade, gave himself up for a time to the asso- 
ciations and inspiration of the scene. I seem to see 
him now, a man of world-wide reputation, lying thus 
solitary among these hills. They were draped in a 
dreamy haze suggestive of poetic inspirations, and from 
his quiet ^ut evidently intense enjoyment, he might 
well, if he had not been a great metaphysician, have 
been taken for a great poet. And indeed, though he 
had revealed himself chiefly on the metaphysical side, 
it was evident that he shared largely in that happy 
temperament of which Shakespeare and Tennyson are 
the best examples, in which metaphysics and poetry 
seem to be fused into one and become identical. 

As befitted the season, our conversation was in the 
light and aroma of those great truths in which we were 
agreed, without any attempt to go down to their roots. 
As, however, I was meditating my book, I went so far 
as to ascertain from him more fully what I knew be- 
fore from his writings, that he held to an ultimate right, 
and would not agree with me. My ground on that 
23 
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point was therefore not hastily taken, and while I ac- 
knowledge fiilly the want of reading referred to by Dr. 
McCosh, and regret it, I may be permitted to say that 
on this subject he has presented no point that T had 
not seen, and had raised no objection that I had not 
considered. 

That the foundation of obligation should be gener- 
ally understood is most desirable, and as the subject so 
appeals to the common consciousness that every intel- 
ligent man can understand it, I cannot but think that 
Dr. McCosh has done a public service in brinj^ing it 
thus prominently before the wide circle reached by the 
" Observer." Thanking him, therefore, for this, as well 
as for his courtesy and kind words to myself, 1 will eu^ 
deavor to do something to aid the object he thus evi-» 
dently had in view. 

In doing this, I propose, since the book reviewed 
has probably not been seen by one in fifty of the read- 
ers of the ** Observer,** 1st, to make a condensed statement 
of the system It contains ; 2d, td inquire whether that 
system is one of utilitarianism or eudaimtimsm, whtdi 
is the thing objected d,gainst it; and 3d, to inquire 
whether Dr% McCosh can hold his system in consistency 
with the Scriptures, or with himself. 

« Mortdity regards maft as active." It askft, " What 
ought to be done?" « Why ought it to be done?" 
" How ought it to be done ? " How shall We answer 
these questions? The method Adopted in my books 
is 80 simple and obvious that nobody but a philosopher 
could ever have missed it. It assumes that all moral 
aetion is rational action, and that iall rational action 
must not only have an ^ad, but mudt find its occasion 
and reason in that end* 

This being assumed, th6 next step is, and must be, 
to inquire what the end of man is. Thid is the un'> 
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derljing question of^ all philosophy of sn'tiou for mnii. 
This we may know, or suppose we do, because we are 
told it; or we may know if by investigating the struc- 
ture of man in connection with his position, just as we 
do that of a locomotive standing on a railway track. 
In the first case, we should know the end by faith ; 
in the second, by philosophy. The faith may be ra- 
tional, wholly so. That will depend on the ground of 
our confidence in him who tells us. But it will not 
be philosophical. Both methods are legitimate, but 
must ultimately coincide. It would not do for Any- 
thing claiming to be a revelation to say that the chief 
end of a locomotive was to stand still and scream 
through the steam whistle, and no teaching could stand 
that should go clearly against the end as revealed in 
the structure. 

Of the above methods, the Westminster divines, 
whose earnest minds were instinctively led to the ques- 
tion of an end, adopted the first But, adopting a 
right method, they regarded man solely as under a 
remedial system, of which philosophy can know noth* 
ing, except, indeed,, as it may become a test of anything 
claiming to be such a system. The end, however, as 
stated by them, I adopt fully, while Dr. McCosh, /w I 
understand him, adopts it only in part. According to 
him, ^ man is bound to love God apart altogether from 
this love producing any enjoyment on God*s part, or 
on man's part." Thi^ must mean that enjoyment ought 
to be no part of the end in any moral action. That is 
the principle of it. Would Dr. McCosh say so? 
Would he say that virtuous love to Grod, which must 
consist in good-will, or the willing of good, would be 
possible if God were as incapable of enjoyment as a 
rock? To me, the conception even of such love in 
impossible, and yet the statement of Dr. McC!osh would 
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seem to require it But, however this may be, what 
we need is no mere statement based on faith, but a 
philosophy of action, and for me this is possible only 
from a knowledge of the end of man as revealed in his 
structure. 

Let us then take man as we would a locomotive, 
and see if we can, as we could in that, find hb end 
from his structure. This is no question of words and 
subtle distinctions that two hair-splitting philosophers 
may fall to loggerheads about It is a great problem 
which I have hoped by my books, and hope by this 
paper, to set many at working out This we are to do 
independently of revelation. I would do it cautiously 
and reverently, but I would do it We are, indeed, 
bound to do it for ourselves, and not to leave it to be 
done by infidels, and then weakly quarrel with the 
results. 

In doing this we shall find aid in observing all lower 
forces that work towards ends. These we find ar- 
ranged in a beautiful gradation as conditioning and con- 
ditioned, and so higher and lower ; thus giving, as I 
have shown, a law of limitation for the regulation of 
all forces and faculties except the highest In observ- 
ing (hese forces the point to be noticed is, that in pass- 
ing upward nature reaches ppiuts where she does not 
proceed by gradations that pass into each other, but 
by leaps. This she does when she passes from inor- 
ganic to organic being ; when she passes from vegetable 
to animal life ; and again, when she passes from animal 
to rational and spiritual life. In each case we get some- 
thing different, not in degree merely, but in kind ; and 
in stepping across these gulfs we are to notice that 
while we carry with us everything on the side we leave, 
it yet falls into subordination to the new force, which 
will work by its own laws, and cannot be safely rea- 
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8oned about from the old analogies. A tree is the 
product of a force that acts in opposition to gravitation 
and to all the cohesions and chemical affinities of inor- 
ganic matter, and he would be seeking the living among 
the dead who should carry the laws of inorganic being 
over to account for the phenomena of vegetable life. 

In each case, in passing over, we need a test of the 
presence of the new power. The test of the presence 
of vegetable life is organization ; of animal life it is 
sensation, and of rational life it is the power to choose 
its own end with an alternative in kind. Reaching this 
point we pass out of the domain of mechanical forces 
acting from without, and of instinctive and impulsive 
forces acting from within, into a region higher and en- 
tirely new, of comprehension and of freedom. "Up to 
man," as I have said elsewhere, " everything is driven 
to its end by a force working from without and from 
behind, but for him the pillar of cloud and of fire puts 
itself in front, and he follows or not as he chooses." 

As I view it, it is only after passing this gulf that 
we find moral phenomena. But at this point there is 
a diflPerence about the very nature of those phenomena ; 
and if we could always tell which side of the gulf men 
are on, if they would not sometimes be on one side, 
and sometimes on the other, and sometimes astride it, 
often not seeming to know where they are, it would 
prevent immense conftision. " Holiness," says Dr. 
Thomwell, " is a nature." Then, it may be created, 
but cannot be commanded. Where he was when he 
said this we cannot doubt The same I suppose would 
be said, — it ought to be, — by the writer of a recent 
article on morals in the " Princeton Review." By this 
class of thinkers God is conceived of as an essence in 
which love and wrath inhere as qualities, and mani- 
fest themselves independently and necessarily ; whereas 
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others conceive of him as a person, rational and free, 
and as a consuming fire only because he Is love, Of 
these, Dr. McCosh is among the latter, f)e h^^ p^'^sis^ 
this gulf. For him " moral gopd " (goodness ?) ** is »» 
quality of certain actions proceeding from ^e will." 
Saying thus, he mu3t, with us, develop moral phenom- 
ena from the point of freedom as m^mifested in chpic}'. 

What, then, are moral phenomena ? They are those 
revealed from a moral nature, and are immediately 
known as moral, as intellectual phenomena are rt^vealed 
from an intellectual nature, and are itp^ledia^iy known 
as intellectual. A num and a brute are moved eqqaliy 
by appetite to eat ; but the p)an can, saxd the bri^te can- 
not be induced to eat that which is distasteful out of 
regard to a higher good. Here is an alterp^tive in 
kind, possible for man, impossible for the brute; <ind 
when this is presented the moral reasop comes at oiice 
into action, and affirms obligation to choose thp higher 
good, just as natural reason affii-ms personal identity 
when the occasion arises for that This will be re- 
peated, as alternatives of higher and lower good are 
presented, till we reach the supreme good? and then we 
shall have moral law, and a basis for conscience both 
as an impulse and as a law. Whoever wi|l ask him- 
self what he means by an enlightened conscience will 
find the meaning and necessity of a supreme end and 
good. 

In a being willing to come to the light the affirma- 
tion of obligation will be made impartially, whether the 
good be our own or that of another. It will be made 
in view of good as such, and vailuable in itself, whether 
it be our own, or that of our fellow creatures, or of God. 

What then have we here ? We have, 1st, good. 
This is wholly from the sensibility, and is the condition 
for any affirmation of obligation, and of any moral idea* 
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We have, 2d, the affirmatioD of obligation to choose 
the good. In this we find moral law. Here we find 
the '' clcum " spoken of by Dr. McCosh, what he calls 
the " ought,'' .the " due," the " obligation,'' which it 
might 1)6 inferred from his review that I ignore. It is 
indeed strange that in reviewing a book, one third of 
which is occupied in showing the precise origin and 
nature of obligation, it should be <}uietly taken for 
granted that it is ignored. I do not ignore it, but 
affirm it as strongly as he does ; but I do not say, as 
he does, that this affirmation of obligation to choose an 
end ^is itself an ultimate end inferior to no other.'' 
^ The ought, the due, the obligation^' he says, ^ comes in 
along with the love, and is an ultimate end inferior to 
no other.*' This I do not say, because obligation must 
be obligation to choose some ultimate end, and how a 
man can choose as an ultimate end his obligation to 
choose some other ultimate end, I do not well under- 
stand. But be this as it may, this affirmation of obliga- 
tion is no part of virtue. It is not only not an ulti- 
mate end, but it cannot be an end of any kind. It is 
necessitated. If it were not, we should not have a 
moral nature. Without it man would be incapable 
oi either virtue or vice^ but it is no part of either. 
Through it we simply have law, that by which a man 
^ is a law unto himself," but the question of obedience 
and disobedience, in which virtue and vice consist, re- 
mains. 

Having now the idea of good from the sensibility, 
and of obligation from the moral reason, we come to 
the action of the will, the man, the voluntary agenr, 
the CAUSE, higher than any efiect he can produce. Ic 
is in his power as a cause, as well as in his nature as 
rational and moral, that 'man is in the image of God ; 
and only as he is a cause is he either responsible or 
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respectable. As a cause it is obvious that man may 
assume one of three positions in regard to good. He 
may choose it unselfishly and impartially for himself 
and all who are capable of it — that is, he may love 
Crod with all his heart, and his neighbor as himself; or 
he may choose his own good selBshly, regardless of 
that of others ; or he may be malignant, and wish to 
destroy good, and to cause i>oditive misery. 

Taking the first of the above positions, the man ac- 
cepts the Law of Love as the law of his being. It is 
law because obligation is affirmed. It is the Law of 
Love because love is the thing, and the only thing com- 
manded. " And thus do we marry them," — " Law anij 
Love, the two mightiest forces in the universe." The 
command comes with immediate and '^ self-evidence " of 
its authority, on the apprehension of good as valuable 
in itself to Grod, to our fellow-creatures, and to our- 
selves. Choosing thus, the man has done no outward 
act, and yet he has virtually done all good acts. Noth- 
ing remains but to carry out this choice in executive 
volitions, according to the circumstances and relations 
of life. In making this choice, and thus carrying it 
out, the man will fulfill obligation, will be virtuous ; 
and in so doing there will be developed a sensibility 
of the moral nature giving a satisfaction higher than 
any other. This form of voluntary action would be 
moral goodiiess, and the enjoyment from it would be 
moral good. This is holy happiness, or happiness from 
holiness, or blessedness. It can come only from holiness, 
and is as much higher than animal enjoyment as an an- 
gel is higher than an animal. Becoming conscious of 
this, the man is fully in possession of himself, with all his 
possible forms of activity and their results. He knows 
himself now through and through, as he might know 
a locomotive. And now, retaining his generic choice 
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to cause good, his action must take one of two form.''. 
He must either seek to cause good directly, or to lead 
others to cause it He mu-^t seek to cause a change 
either in the condition or tlie character of men. In 
thus laboring to cause well being directly, and to canse 
it indirectly by laboring for holiness, man finds his true 
end. Thus does he glorify God ; thus does he do the 
greatest possible good to his fellow-creatures ; thus 
does he find his own highest enjoyment ; thus dues he 
reveal the highest beauty, and so become an object of 
complacency. What more can we ask for man as ac- 
tive ? Let him become thoroughly subject to the Law 
of Love, and we ask nothing more. 

But what of right, and righteousness, and justice ? 
Nothing has been said of these. We have now reached 
the point at which moral philosophies generally begin. 
They generally begin by inquiring about right, and 
obligation as from that It will be seen fn)m the fore- 
going statements what I would say" of them. Let a 
man adopt the Law of Love, and then seek to apply love 
as a law in practical life, and he will need to ask con- 
stantly what is right ; he will always be under obliga- 
tion to do it ; and the doing of it will be righteousness. 
Then also will the idea and sense of justice be revealed ; 
but there is no more an eternal right, or an eternal 
justice, independent of good and of love as possible 
through that, than there is an eternal tree independent 
of existence. Existence is the conditioning idea with- 
out which that of a tree could not be, and good and 
love are conditioning ideas without which those of right 
and justice could not be. A justice that should have 
no reference to the good of any being would not be 
justice, but a blind instinct But, having its basis and 
conditioning idea in love, it justifies itself to itself even 
in becoming " indignation and wrath." These miist be 
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developed from love, which thus becomes holiness, wLeu 
selfishness and malignity would defeat its ends. Some- 
thing analogous to this is seen even in instinctive love. 
The fury of the eagle is never so great as when it le- 
veals itself as an expression of love for its younsr. And 
nothing can be so dreadful as the wrath of Infinite 
Goodness, not as a blind fury, but because it is Infinite 
Goodness. That there are what may be called ra- 
tional instincts and impulses connected with our motal 
nature, and which some have mistaken for conscience 
and so have become fanatics, I believe ; but I also be- 
lieve that there can be no law of the conscience except 
in the presence of the supreme good. 

Of this system it may be said, 1st, that it is in 
harmony with the Scriptures. It was a great satisfac^ 
tion to find that the law of the Constitution was the 
law of the Bible. Let that be shown and we shall 
have an argument for the divine origin of the Bible 
that cannot be gainsaid. 2d, By making the idea of 
good the condition of obligation, or goodness, or virtue, 
the system shows just how that ** absolute assurance" 
comes, ^' that happiness must be the accompaniment or 
end of holiness," which the ** Princeton Review " says is 
"graven on man's soul." How this comes the advo- 
cates of an ultimate right have never- attempted to 
show. Let them attempt it, and they will find the 
need of changing their system. 8d, It connects man 
with all that is below him, and all that is subordinate 
in him with that which is higher, thus bringing him 
into unity with his surroundings and with himself, and 
making the same law of limitation that we find in na- 
ture a law to, him. 4th, It gives a basis out of which 
the practical part grows, so that it is not mere precept. 

Such is the system. We- now inquire, as was pro- 
posed, is not this utilitarianism ? Of this there seems 
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to be a superstitions horror in some quarters, and the 
idea is hardly better defined than that of a ghost. Dr. 
McCosh says there is a truth in it, but what that 
truth is, as he states it, if it be not precisely my doc- 
trine, I am unable to make out. It is the only part 
of his review that puzzled me. I have supposed that 
utility involved a tendency to some good, and that the 
choosing of a thing because of its tendency to a good, 
or as a means of good, was a different thing from the 
choice of a good that is good in itself and that has 
nothing to do with tendency. I must think these are 
wholly different But as some do not see this, I will 
simply say, leaving out definitions, that as objectionable, 
' nothing can be utilitarianism that does not either op- 
pose ielf to love^ or happiness to duty. To this all will 
agree. 

But so far from opposing self to love, the system is 
one of disinterested and impartial love — the " love of 
Grod with all the heart and of our neighbor as our- 
selves.** It has nothing to do with means or utilities, 
but chooses an end for its own sake, that is, not good 
in the abstract, but the good of beings capable of good ; 
and this choice is love. It fixes on good as that, and 
that alone, which renders virtuous love possible. We 
have, then, no possible taint of utilitarianism here. 

Nor, again, does this system oppose happiness to 
duty. It affirms, with Dr. McCosh, the " self-evidence '* 
of obligation, and that duty is to be done at all hazards. 
Speaking of conscience in its relation to moral law, I 
say ^ "From that is its power to originate the word 
otLght, and whenever the mandate iiud impulse involved 
in that word are truly derived from the law they are 
to be obeyed at all hazards. It would be absurd to 
say that anything could excuse a man from doing what 
ne ought to do. Moral law must be supreme." Nothing, 

1 (Page 91 of Th^ Law of Loot.) 
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surely, can be stronger than this. There is no taint of 
utilitarianism here. 

But though the book so proclaims love and law sep- 
arately as to preclude utilitarianism, is it not inconsis- 
tent with itself, and does it not, in marrying the two, 
give an opportunity for this subtle and terrible enemy 
Ui slip in ? Again, No. If utilitarianism cannot be 
compatible with either separately, much less can it be 
with the two united. As I understood the contract, ii 
was that law was so to rejnain law and 1 >ve love, as t<> 
exclude utilitarianism. The two must be united in 
some way. They belong to each other by a preor 
dained affinity, and the deepest laws of thought, and 
the necessities of moral government ; and if they can- 
not be united by making good from a sensibility the 
condition of obligation, then how ? This does, indeed, 
and that is one advantage of it, retain the truth which 
Dr. McCosh admits is in utilitarianism — just that, and 
nothing more. The question here is not at all about un- 
compromising obedience or duty, when that is made 
known, but whether the very idea of duty is possible 
except through that of a good from the sensibility, and 
so of a possible love. The truth is, that the advocates 
of an ultimate right are so afraid of soiling virtue by 
some contact with happiness as to exclude the possibil- 
ity of it altogether. This Dr. McCosh seems to me to 
do when he speaks of obligation to love a being with- 
out regard to his happiness. If there may be the love 
of complacency without regard to happiness, there can 
no more be virtuous love than there can be pity with- 
out regard to distress. 

The system, then, is not one of utilitarianism. It has 
no tendency towards it, and nothing could be more un- 
founded than such a supposition. If, indeed, there be 
any two things more opposed to utilitarianism than law 
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aDd love, of which, in their tme nature and relations to 
each other, this system is simply an exposition, I do 
not know what they are. 

But if the system be not utilitarianism, is it not '< eu- 
daimonism, or the making of enjoyment the supreme 
end of man and of virtue ? " If we would clear this 
subject up fully, we must understand each other here. 
We must understand what is meant when it is said 
that there is some other good besides happiness. 

Looking at man in his complex nature, — as physical, 
intellectual, moral, spiritual, — we see that he is capa- 
ble of various forms of activity from without and 
within, and that these are accompanied with certain 
forms of feeling. This capacity of feeling is called the 
sensibility ; and the feeling may be one of pleasure or 
pain, of joy or of sorrow. Now we need a word which 
shall express unequivocally the whole range of feeling 
as it gives satisfaction, pleasure, joy, happiness, blessed- 
ness. Unfortunately we have no such word. Happi- 
ness is often used, but in many minds its associations 
are with the lower forms of enjoyment. Blessedness, 
which is from the moral and spiritual powers, and can 
be only as they act normally, will not do, because it 
excludes the lower forms of enjoyment. Hence the 
difficulty of finding any one word that will express the 
whole end of man ; but that that end is in the sensibil- 
ity, and so in it that without that the very conception 
of an end would be impossible, I have no doubt To 
avoid ambiguity and put it in the broadest way, my 
statement is, '* that a sensibility is the condition prece- 
dent of all moral ideas.'* Of course it must be the con- 
dition of all moral action. Is this denied ? To deny 
it would be to deny the universally received doctrine 
of which my position is but an instance, that there is 
no action of the will except from the sensibility. Dr. 
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McCosh does, indeed, attempt to deny it, bnt in doing 
so he makes a supposition that I marvel at ; one indeed 
that looks so much like an absurdity, that if it had been 
made by any one else, I am not quite sure but I might 
have taken it for one. He puts ^ the case that God 
creates an angelic being with high intellectual endow- 
ments, but without sensibility,'* and then ai&rms, and 
founds a principle on it, that such a being would be 
under obligation to be grateful to God, while yet grati- 
tude is a form of the sensibility, and obligation itself 
cannot be conceived of without it. ** Si ncUuram fur en 
expdUu^ etc Let the advocates of an ultimate right 
be explicit on this point If they say there is any good 
not from sensibility, let them tell us what it is. If not, 
let them say so, and accept the consequences. So far 
as I can see, no one can any more, except by a juggle 
of words, deny that all good is irom a sensibility than 
he can deny his personal identity. 

The view presented above is said by Dr. McCosh to 
be a ** very peculiar theory.** By others it is sjiid to 
be the view long held by a large class of writers. This 
is of little consequence. In the materials of the system 
there is nothing new. They are the same old ideas. 
So the needle and thread were the same old materi- 
als. But as a simple change in the manner of thread- 
ing the needle led to a wide range of new combinations 
and revolutionized a whole branch of industry, so a 
simple adjustment or two here, with very little that is 
new, may disentangle thought at this knotty point, and 
change our whole mode of conceiving of this subject 

It remains to say something of the system held by 
Dr. McCosh. Dr. McCosh agrees with me in accepting 
the law of love as given in the Scriptures ; and also 
obligation as " self-affirmed." What I venture to doubt 
is, whether, in holding the system he does, he is consis- 
tent with the Scriptures, or with himself. 
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And here, as we are to speak of love, I must call 
attention to two different meauings, an '* amphiboly " of 
that word. It may be a love of benevolence, as a man 
may love his enemy, including good-will, or the willing 
of good ; or it may be a love of congniity, «8 a man 
may love art or poetry, in which there is no pocd-will. 
The first is virtuous love, the second is not. There 
is no virtuous love that is not either the willing of good 
to some being capable of good, or that does not, like 
the love of complacency, proceed directly or indirectly 
from that. 

With this in min<l, and remembering that we are 
seeking for the ultimate thing on which the mind rests 
when obligation is affirmed, let us take the Law of Love 
as given in the Scriptures : " Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy Grod with all thy heart, and thy neighbor as thy- 
self." Here God is presented to be loved for his own 
sake, and there is nothing more ultimate, the idea of 
good coming in simply as rendering love possible. The 
love is to he a simple primitive act in view of the object 
as worthy of love. But Dr. McCosh is not satisfied 
with this. He says, "We regard God as having a 
claim upon our love because it is right, and men see it 
to be so at once." I venture to say that men do not 
see it to be so at all.j It may be true that men see at 
once that they are under obligation to love God ; it is 
right that they should love him ; but it is not true that 
they are under obligation to love him because it is 
right, and of- course they do not see that they are. I 
have said that '* No man is under obligation to do an 
act morally right for which there is not a reason be- 
sides its being right, and on the ground of which it is 
right" In accordance with this, the reason of our love 
to God, its ultimate ground, is the worth and worthi- 
ness of God, so that we do not love him because it is 
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right, the rightness being as Dr. McCo^h allows, a 
mere quality of our love, but because lie is worthy of 
our love. In the one case the last thing seen as the 
ground of obligation is God in his worth as capable of 
good, and in his worthiness as seeking to promote it ; 
in the other it is — right This is an '• ultimate idea," 
absolutely ultimate, observe, with nothing beyond it ; 
" an end in itself, inferior to no other, subordinate to 
no other." This puts right above God. We are to 
love Grod, not for his sake, but for the sake of the 
right ; or, as was said to me recently, we are to love 
God because we love virtue, as if the love of God were 
not virtue. In the same way we are to love our fel- 
low-men, not for their sakes, but for the sake of the 
right. We are to love the right supremely, and to 
love Grod because we love the right. Nor can it be 
said that the love of God and of right are the same, for 
good-will towards an " ultimate idea " is impossible. I 
have seen quite enough of this abstract, hard, godless, 
loveless love of right and virtue, instead of the love of 
God and of men. It is nearly as bad on the one side 
as utilitarianism is on the other ; and " whether " Dr. 
McCosh " means it or no, whether he sees it or no, this 
is, in the end, the " ultimate right " principle." " This 
is the logical consequence, and if not drawn by him it 
will be drawn by others ; and the history of philosophy 
and theology shows that what follows logically" (ex- 
cept when men receive a system, as most men do this, 
in words only) " will follow chronologically when the 
system has had time to work and show its effects." 
Accordingly, we find that wherever this system has 
been fully received it has tended to fanaticism. No 
man can adopt right as an ultimate end with no regard 
to good — and if it be ultimate it must be so adopted 
— without this tendency ; nor can any man adopt as 
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ultimate and suppeme the Scriptural Law of Love, the 
very nature of love making the good of being its end, 
and at the same time consistently adopt right as '*an 
ultimate end," '^ an end in itself superior to no other, 
subordinate to no other." 

It is to be observed, also, that the Scriptures nowhere 
command men to do right because it is right, but that 
their whole tenor is opposed to this form of teaching. 

But if the theory held by Dr. McCosh be not con- 
sistent with the Scriptures, can he hold it, and be con- 
sistent with himself? I am not sure, indeed, whether 
Dr. McCosh has not been led to adopt and retain tH^ 
system by the "amphiboly" of the cardinal words 
which we are obliged to use on this subject such aa 
"end," and "right," and "love," and "good." He 
speaks of right, and love, and obligation, and holiness, 
as being ultimate ends. So far as appears, there may 
be any number of these in his system ; nor does he 
seem to recognize the necessity of a supreme end, or 
the distinction insisted on by me, between ends as ulti- 
mate and supreme. 

But what does Dr. McCosh mean when he speaks 
of these — of love, for example — as an end ? Love 
is an act ; and we do not commonly speak of an act 
as an end, but as done for some end. Anything purely 
spontaneous, as an emotion, that may be called love, 
would have no moral character ; but if love be a ra- 
tional and moral act, as most people suppose, then it 
must have some object or end beyond itself, for it is 
difficult to see how a rational action, involving the 
choice of an end, can be its own end. 

What, again, does he mean when he speaks of right 
as an end ? What is right ? Is it, as some say, some- 
thing out of the mind, having an independent exist- 
ence, like space ? That Dr. McCosh denies. Is it the 
24 
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qoalitj of an action ? Most men think so. But the 
moral quality of an action can exist only in vi^w of 
the end to be chosen, and therefore cannot be that end. 
Is right, as I suppose it is, equivalent to the ^ recti- 
tude " of the " Princeton Review *' ? ^ Then it is " a 
simple quality ** — " undefinable," " absolute," " eternal," 
^unchangeable " — having itself for its own standard ; 
as high as €rod, lor, there can be "nothing higher," 
as pure as €rod, for there can be " nothing purer," 
as authoritative as God, for there can be " nothing 
more authoritative.*' " It is nnderived," ** ultimate," 
" supreme," " elementary," '* uncompounded." Yes ; a 
'* simple quality " is elementary and uncompounded ! 
and yet it is not simple, for "it carries in itself the 
idea of obligation." This same " simple quality " is, 
moreover, " moral goodness," and " is ihe original 
supreme excellence of God and all moral creatures." 
Whether this "simple quality" originally inhered in 
God's essence or in his acts, we are not told, though we 
should be glad to know. Probably in both, for we are 
told that it is both "in man's soul, and in its acts." Is 
it this " simple quality," £hus simplified and made per- 
fectly intelligible, the doctrine of which " may be called 
the catholic Christian doctrine of the ultimate moral 
idea," that Dr. McCosh would make an end ? If so, I 
have nothing to say ; for a simple quality capable of all 
that is thus attributed to this, may doubtless become an 
end, or, at least, I should be unwilling to say what it 
may not become, whether an end or an elephant. Prob- 
ably this is the very quality spoken of by the Teutonic 
theosopher, quoted by Campbell, when he announces 
that " all the voices of the celestial joyfiilness qualify, 
commix, and harmonize in the fire that was from eternity 
in the good quality." 

Take again obligation, to which I have already re- 

1 See p. 182. 
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ferred. There may be obligation to choose an ei)d, but 
as I understand it, obligation itself cannot be an end. 
And yet Dr. McCosh says that it is an " ultimate end, 
inferior to no other." Obligation an ultimate end! And 
one, too, not inferior to the good of God and his uni- 
verse ! There must lurk here somewhere — and the 
public must judge where — that " confusion of idea into 
which," as Di\ McCosh says, " we are apt to fall when 
we speak or think of ultimate ideas or ends." 

But again : take love in the two meanings explained 
above, and the confusions from it are endless. What 
do the advocates of the ultimate right theory mean by 
the love of right, and of the right ? A virtuous love ? 
I suppose so. If a man is to do riglit because it is right, 
which is what Dr. McCosh would call virtue, it must be be- 
cause he loves the right, else there is a virtue without love, 
which neither Dr. McCosh nor the Bible allow. But is 
the love of right, or of the right, or of virtue, virtuous 
love ? No ; because neither right nor virtue can be ob- 
jects of good-will. There is no willing of good to them, 
and so no more virtue in loving them than in loving 
poetry, except as such love may imply a previous love 
that did involve good-wiD. 

But perhaps the most misleading ambiguity of all, is 
that of *' good " as derived — sometimes from the sensi- 
bility and meaning enjoyment, and sometimes from the 
will and meaning goodness. Of this, however, I have 
spoken so fully in the work reviewed,^ that I will not 
dwell on it here. 

On other points I should be glad to touch, particularly 
those of cause and law. But enough has been said. For 
the first time in my life I have noticed what has been 
said of my writings. If I have spoken plainly, it is not 
in a spirit of controversy, for 1 have no little fort to de- 
fend* but with a desire to aid Dr. McCosh in his evident 
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purpose of awakening a more general interest in this 
great subject, and to add my mite toward the displace- 
ment, sure to come, of a traditional philosophy based on 
the inadequate and radically false method of construct- 
ing a system of conduct on a purely abstract idea. 
WiLUAMs College, May 1, 1869. 



ANSWER TO REV. DR. HOPKINS. 

BT JAMES McCOSH, D. D., LL. D. 

,Dr. Hopkins's letter is worthy of the man, in respect 
both of the ability and the kindly spirit displayed in it. 
No evil can arise from a controversy so conducted. On 
the contrary, I expect good to spring from it. It bears 
on a question second to no other in philosophy, and it 
admits of applications to the justice of God, the punish- 
ment of sinners, and the atonement for sin. 

But we, the controversialists, must, for our own sake 
and that of our hearers, take care that we keep the point 
at issue clearly before us. It is a very simple one : 
What is the chief end of man ? Is it or is it not some 
form of pleasure, happiness or enjoyment ? 

With much that Dr. Hopkins has said I concur. I 
agree with what he says as to tte importance of looking 
to ends in determining what ** good " is. This has been 
done more or less by moralists since the days of Aristotle, 
who begins his Nicomachean Ethics with an inquiry 
into ends, and has been followed by the Stoics, and by 
Cicero in his treatise De Iambus. The question is. What 
is the end and the supreme end of man? Again Dr. 
Hopkins and I are agreed as to the manner in which this 
question is to be settled ; that is, by an inquiry into our 
moral nature — in the manner of Bishop Butler. The 
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question here is, What saith our moral nature as to the 
final aim of man ? Dr. Hopkins's answer to the ques- 
tion is stated clearly in a passage which I have quoted 
before, and which I must quote again. What then is 
the ultimate end according to our author? He says it 
is " the good/* But what is the good ? He answers,^ 
— " An objective good is anything so correlated to a 
conscious being as to produce subjective good. Subjec- 
tive good is some form of enjoyment or satisfaction in 
the consciousness,^^ He tells us that " strictly there is 
no good that is not subjective." In his review in the 
** Observer " he says there is ** a difficulty of finding any 
one word that will express the whole end of man ; but 
that end is in the sensibility." " The capacity of feeling 
is called the sensibility, and the feeling may be one of 
pleasure or pain, of joy or of sorrow." This is the 
point at which we come into collision. My remarks 
will be confined to it. 

We are agreed as to the way in which the point is to 
be settled. It is by an appeal to our moral nature. To 
that moral nature I appeal with confidence, as deciding 
in my behalf. An intelligent being receives favoi*s from 
Grod ; say lofty reason, fine fancy, rich emotions, and a 
capacity of distinguishing between right and wrong. 
What is the aiffection which he should cherish toward 
this his benefactor? Our moral nature replies on the 
instant, — gratitude and love. And we do not require 
to consider whether this gratitude adds to the enjoyment 
of God or the enjoyraerfk of him who cherishes it. It 
is the same with moral evil as with moral good. - Ten 
lepers are healed by our Lord. Nine of them give him 
no thanks. In condemning their conduct we do not stop 
to inquire whether it is fitted to give pain to the sensi- 
bility of the Saviour or their own. On the bare con- 
templation of the act we declare it to be evil. The act 

1 Page 61. 
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is not wicked because it grates on the sensibility of the 
Saviour, or is fitted to inflict sorrow on those guilty of 
it. On the contrary, it offends our Lord and is fitted to 
bring down judgments on the offending parties because 
it is evil. 

Dr. Hopkins is shut up to this conclusion by his own 
statements. Enjoyment is represented by him as the 
end of moral action. But what enjoyment? Enjoy- 
ment as enjoyment? Every kind of enjoyment? En- 
joyment of passion, of sensual pleasuie ? No, says Dr. 
Hopkins ; only enjoyment of a certain kind. He says 
expressly that good does not consist in happiness but ^^ a 
holy happiness," " happiness from holiness," " it can 
come only from holiness." Does not this show clearly 
that in the moral end holiness requires to be looked at 
with the happiness ? Does it not prove that there is a 
higher end than enjoyment, and to which enjoyment 
must give way because enjoyment is the inferior ? With- 
out contradiction, it is the less that yields to the greater, 
and happiness, as the lower, must give place when holi- 
ness requires it. Holiness, then, and not mere happiness, 
thus comes to be the higher, the supreme end. 

It cannot be proven by an appeal to our moral na- 
ture that sensibility is a necessary condition of virtue. 
I acknowledge that it is presupposed in the exercise of 
certain virtues. It is our duty^ so far as within us lies, 
to promote the general happiness — this is the truth in 
utilitarianism ; but it is a truth which embraces more 
than mere sensibility — it embraces " duty " as well as 
happiness. Again, it is true that one ground of our re- 
garding Grod as good is, that he delights in the happine.^^s 
of his creatures ; another reason always being that he 
delights in their holiness. All this shows, that while 
man should look to pleasure and pain, he should also 
look to something higher. The brutes have no other 
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end than enjoyment. But as nature rises — as Dr. 
Hopkins shows in one of the fine passages of his paper 
— from lower to higher, from inorganic to organic, 
from plant to animal, and from irresponsible animal to 
responsible, so the end of each being rises in the same 
way; the end of the organic is higher than that of the 
inorganic ; the end of man is higher than that of the 
brute. Moral and account-able man is bonnrl, while he 
does not overlook enjoyment, to look beyond to the law- 
fulness or unlawfulness of the enjoyment as determined 
by moral law. Moral good does not consist in any case 
in the promotion of mere enjoyment, such as may be 
accomplished by a fine piece of furniture, a fine flower, 
or a fine animal, but by something different and higher, 
by the love which knowingly contemplates and promotes 
the enjoyment. Nor does it consist in every sort of love, 
but in love that is due and right As we mount up in 
this way, we rise to the contemplation of a love, and a 
holiness, and a justice above all gratification of the sen- 
sibility. We clothe the Divine Being with these per- 
fections, and we believe that in the exercise of them he 
will regard the happiness of his creatures ; but that he 
will also, and for a higher end, promote their love and 
their holiness. 

Dr. Hopkins is still perplexed with the difficulty, — 
" The moral quality of an action can exist only in view of 
the end to be chosen, and, therefore, cannot be that end." 
I endeavored to remove that difilculty in my review, and 
I must try to do it again in a few words. The difficulty 
arises entirely from a misapprehension of the nature 
of the first truths of the intellect, and of the ultimate 
unds of our moral constitution. The reason of first truths 
is to be found, not in anything out of themselves, but 
in themsjBlves and the objects contemplated. We are sure 
that two straight lines cannot inclose a space, not because 
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we can give any reason for it out of the things and out 
of ourselves, but because in contemplating two straight 
lines, we see that they are such in their nature that tliey 
cannot inclose a space. So it is with final moral ends — 
ends iu themselves. When we love God in such a way as 
to constitute this a moral act, we see that there is an ob- 
ligation in the very act ; and this not our own enjoyment, 
or that of God, but because the HCt is right in it«*eir. 
He says, ^' If love be a rational and moral act, as most 
people suppose, then it must have some object or end be- 
yond itself, for it is difficult to see how a rational action, 
involving the choice of an end, can be its own end.** 
But does not Dr. Hopkins see that in affirming our own 
existence and identity, which is a rational act, we have 
reason not " beyond," but in the thing ? In like man- 
ner, when we love G^d, we are made to feel that this is 
due to God. Dr. Hopkins acknowledges everywhere — 
which the Utilitarians do not — the existence of moral 
reason, deciding what ought to be done. His confusion 
arises from his not giving that moral reason the right 
place. He makes it, as I understand him, come after 
the end, after the end has been chosen. The correct 
statement is that the moral reason is implied in the very 
choice of the virtuous end. He says, *' The affirmation 
of obligation is no part of virtue." The abstract affir- 
mation may not, but the intuitive concrete conviction 
is. We love God, not as being a mere sensitive en- 
joyment to ourselves, or as adding to the enjoyment of 
God, but as fit, proper, and due. Dr. Hopkins has 
hit the truth for once, when he says, "The love is 
to be a simple primitive act in view of the object as 
worthy of love." This seems to me to be the correct 
expression. " The love is a primitive act in view of the 
object ; " he adds, '* as worthy of love ; " and I say, the 
worthiness is proclaimed by the moral reason " in view 
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of the object," and has a place in the motive leading 
us to perform the act This is the element which dis- 
tinguishes a virtuous love from other love which may 
not be virtuous, which may be positively sinful. 

I am surprised to find Dr. Hopkins saying that ^^ the 
Scriptures nowhere command men to do right because it 
in right, but that their whole tenor is opposed to this 
form of teaching." Does not Paul say (Eph. vi. 1), 
" Children obey your parents in tlie Lord, for this is 
right " — just, due ? And is not the whole tenor of 
Scripture on this wise : " Love God, obey his conmiand- 
ments, for this is right ? " 

The question at issue has many applications. John 
Foster, in a well-known letter, proceeding on the doc- 
trine that it is the highest end of God and man to pro- 
mote happiness, argues with immense power that there 
cannot be eternal punishment under the government of 
God. I am obliged to say that if I grant his premises, 
I cannot avoid his conclusion. I can stand up for eternal 
separation of the wicked from God only on the principle 
that ingratitude, that ungodliness, are sins in themselves, 
and ought to be punished. 

I have not before me the means of ascertaining Dr. 
Hopkins's view of the nature of the atonement. I hold 
that in the Divine nature there is an essential justice 
which leads Him not only to promote enjoyment, but 
punish sin. I hold that the atonement has a reference 
not merely to the general happiness of mankind, but the 
holy perfections of God, and that Christ's sufferings were 
a real substitution and a satisfaction to Divine justice. 
It is only thus I can understand the strong language 
employed everywhere in Scripture about Jesus suffering 
and dying in our room and stead. I mention these things 
rnerely to show that this discussion has extensive bear- 
ings, but I believe it would weary the readers of a popu- 
lar newspaper to dwell on it 
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And so I must conclude by saying that I do not be* 
lieve that Dr. Hopkins has been nble to build a half- 
way house, likely to stand, between the two contending 
armies. Our author has evidently a great aversion to 
utilitarianism. But if the end of virtue be enjoyment, 
everything must be subordinate to it, and we are landed 
logically, whether we see it or no, in the greatest hap- 
piness theory. We can avoid this only by falling back 
on that moral reason which Dr. Hopkins acknowledges, 
and by giving it, which Dr. Hopkins does not, a place in 
determining the supreme end, which we will then see, 
not to be mere happiness, but holiness. 
PRiNCBTOir, Jvne 14, 1869. 



DR. HOPKINS'S REJOINDER TO DR. McCOSH. 

The subject of discussion between Dr. McCosh and 
myself not being of transient interest, I have not been 
in haste to reply to his second paper. I do it now, not 
as thinking my positions endangered, but in the interest 
of a subject too much neglected. Literally and figura- 
tively, deep ploughing is good husbandry. Only as the 
community shall be pervaded by a deeper knowledge of 
nature, and especially of man, can the best fruits of liv- 
ing be expected. 

," The point at issue," says Dr. McCosh, " is a very 
simply one — What is the chief end of man ? " I had 
supposed it to be. What is the foundation of obliga- 
tion ? but accept this, since he prefers it. I am indeed 
pleased that he is so far a convert to the doctrine of 
ends as to be willing to substitute an end to be chosen 
for the abstract idea of right. Regarding man only as 
active, the science of morals requires this ; but it will 
be fatal to his system. 
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But, simple or DOt in the point it makes, the abo; e 
question underlies practical philosophy. This is coming 
to be more and more recognized. The difficulty with 
the French was said by Jouffroy to be that they did not 
know what the end of man is ; and in the last number 
of the " North British Review " there is an article hav- 
ing this for its title and subject, in which it is said tliat 
" The theoretical solution of this question would be tlie 
answer to a Hmdamental problem in ethics ; its practi- 
cal realization would be the ideal of a perfect life." 

What the end of man is, Dr. McCosh says, is to be 
settled " by an inquiry into our moral nature, in the 
manner of Bishop Butler. The question here is, What 
saith our moral nature as to the final aim of man •? " In 
this I regret not to agree with Dr. McGosh, especially 
as he says I do. As rational, we have the power to 
overlook and comprehend our whole being as we would 
a locomotive, and I suppose the question must be de- 
cided by our doing this. It must, if it is to be decided 
by philosophy at all. This is not to be done by the 
moral nature alone. On the contrary, that nature is to 
be compared with the other parts of our complex being, 
the proper functions and relations of each are to be de- 
termined, and thus the end of the whole. This was ** the 
manner of Bishop Butler." Making this comparison, 
he says, as quoted in "The Law of Love," ^ " It may 
be allowed, without any prejudice to the cause of virtue 
and religion, that our ideas of liappiness and misery 
are, of all our ideas, the nearest and most important 
to us ; that they will, nay, if you please, that they ought 
to prevail over those of order, and beauty, and harmony, 
and proportion, if there should ever be, as it is impossi- 
ble there ever should be, any inconsistence between 
them." Here we have the highest English authority in 
morals not only making the comparison I advocate, but 

1 Page 117. 
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affirmmg that our ideas of happiness and misery are 
nearer and more important to us than any others, and j-o 
than that of holiness itself, which Dr. McCosh makes 
supreme. Butler, however, and I agree with him, does 
not, like Dr. McCosh, — who says that " happiness must 
give place where holiuess requires it," — allow that there 
can be an " inconsistence " between holiness and happi- 
ness. He believed in a deep harmony of the constitu- 
tion, insuring the harmony of the two ; and that harmony 
is in the fact that " a sensibility," and so the possible en- 
joyment and suffering of some being, " is the condition 
precedent of all moral ideas." 

Nor, I may remark here, is Butler alone among those 
of the intuitional school in his estimate of happiness in 
its relation to virtue. Whewell, who has stood shoulder 
to shoulder with Dr. McCosh in opposing Mill, says, 
" Happiness is the object of human action in its most 
general form as including all other objects, and approved 
by reason." £dwards says,^ *' Agreeable to this the good 
of men is spoken of as an ultimate end of the virtue of 
the m,oral world ; " and quotes Scripture to prove it. 
And Robert Hall himself, in opposing Edwards, says, 
" Let it be remembered we have no dispute respecting 
what is the ultimate end of virtue, which is allowed 
on both sides to be the greatest sum of happiness in the 
universe." 

But, authority aside, if we compare the different con- 
stituents of our being, we find that the end of the intel- 
lect is to know ; of the Sensibility, to feel ; and of the 
will, to choose and act As rational, we can feel only 
as we know, and can choose and act only as ends are 
presented through the sensibility. If we suppose the 
sensibility excluded, the conception even of an end is 
impossible. Aside from the products of this, nothing 
can be a good, or have value. Except as we and others 

1 See 6th page of God^% Chief End. 
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are possessed of this, neither love, nor hatred, nor obliga- 
tion, nor right, nor wrong, nor vir! ue, nor vice, is possi- 
ble. Finding thus the end in the sensibility, so far at 
least that without that there can be no end, I accept the 
statement of the Westminster divines that " The chief 
end of man is to glorify God and enjoy him forever." If 
any inquire how this is to be done, I reply that it is to 
be done by knowing, loving, and obeying God. This is 
the whole of religion, and tiie whole duty of man. It 
may all be comprised in loving God, since to be loved, 
he must be known ; and if loved, he will be obeyed. 
This biings into requisition the intellect, the sensibility, 
and the will ; and from the right action of these, with 
God for their object, there must be an enjoynient of 
him forever. Anything involving this I accept, and 
nothing short of it. I cannot, I do not wish to exclude 
from my conception of the end of man that *• fullness of 
joy " which is in the presence of God, and those *' pleas- 
ures which are at his right hand forevermore." But 
while I accept the above statement^ perhaps a plainer 
one may be, that the chief end of man is ^' to promote 
blessedness impartially and in the highest degree." 
Blessedness, then, is the supreme end — the blessedness 
of God and of his rational universe ; and that form of 
activity by which this is chosen and voluntarily caused, 
is holiness. 

Having thus stated my views positively, and I hope 
clearly, in this aspect of the subject, I proceed to some 
positions of Dr. McCosh in his second letter to which I 
do not assent. 

The first in logical order is, that there may be vir- 
tue without sensibility. Strange as it may seem. Dr. 
McCosh reaffirms this position. *' It cannot,*' he says, '* be 
proven by an appeal to our moral nature" — and of 
course he means that it cannot be proved at all — " that 



Digitized by 



Google 



382 . APPENDIX C. 

Bensibility is a necessary condition of virtue.'* " I ac- 
knowledge," he continues, ** that it is presupposed in the 
exercise of certain virtues." Indeed ! Then have we 
need of |i new division of the virtues into those that can, 
and those that cannot exist without sensibility. And 
this is said by Dr. McCosh while he allows that all vir- 
tue may be included in love ! It would be interesting 
to hear him give the coi^stituents of a love that has no 
sensibility. It would be interesting to hear him enu- 
merate those virtues that presuppose no feeling, or 
power of feeling, either in those who exercise them, or 
those toward whom they are exercised. I would not 
be too positive here ; but through what medium, or from 
what angle, Dr. McCosh can be looking when he speaks 
of such virtues, I cannot conjecture. For myself, I am 
free to say that I have no conception of any such virtue, 
and must venture humbly to question whether any one 
else either has or can have. 

The second position of Dr. McCosh that I would call 
in question is, thai '^ holiness is the supreme end." As 
stated above, holiness is that form of voluntary activity 
by which blessedness is chosen and intentionally caused. 
The objection to making this the supreme end is, that it 
makes the activity its own e^d. If holiness be the su- 
preme end, and holiness or virtue consists in choosing 
the supreme end, then holiness must consist in choosing 
holiness. This difficulty must always arise when any 
form of activity of the will, and so of virtue, is made the 
ultimate end. Rational activity can never be for the 
sake of the activity itself, but must always be for the 
sake of some result of the activity ; for some good, satis- 
faction, enjoyment, blessedness, — either of ^he being 
acting, or of some other being. The activity is virtue, 
the result is blessedness. The virtue is from the will, 
the blessedness from the sensibility. 
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Another position from which I dissent, if indeed it be 
another, is, that the moral quality of an action can be ifs 
end; or that the quality of an action may be the ground 
of obligation to do that action. It is said in the ^^ Law 
of Love '* to be plain that this cannot be. Dr. McCosh 
and others say it is plain it can be ; and it is in conceiv- 
ing how it can be, that the difficulty arises with which 
" Dr. Hopkins is still perplexed," and I fear always 
will be. 

But how is this in other cases ? Can the bravery or 
the generosity of an act be the reason for doing it ? 
Yes, if it be done ostentatiously ; but no true man ever 
did a brave act because it was brave, or a generous act 
because it was generous. But for an underlying sensi- 
bility, the idea of bravery would be impossible ; and if 
the exposure to danger, in which the bravery consists, 
were not for an end beyond the exposure itself, it would 
be mere ostentation and fool-hardiness. It is ther same 
with generosity. Both are praiseworthy and pleasing, 
and men may be so exhorted to cultivate them for their 
own sakes as to think them ultimate ; but the qualities 
themselves are possible only on the ground of interests 
lying beyond themselves, and can never be the chief 
legitimate motive for those actions in which they inhere. 
But if right and holiness be allowed to be the qualities 
of actions, no reason is seen why the same is not true 
of them. A man loves his enemy. This he does, not 
from any worthiness in him, but because of his worth as 
having capacity for good. In view of this he subdues 
his resentment, and makes sacrifices for the good of his 
enemy as he would for his own. This is a right and 
holy act. Is it done because it is so, or does it become 
so from the end for which it is done ? The questions 
answer themselves. 

Dr. McCosh says my difficulty " arises entirely from 
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a misapprehension of the nature of the first truths of the 
intellect, and of the ultimate ends of the moral constitu- 
tion." " The reason of first truths," he adds, "is to be 
found, not in anything out of themselves, but in them- 
selves and the objects contemplated." " Does not Dr. 
Hopkins," he asks triumphantly, ^^ see that in affirming 
our own existence and identity, which is a rational act, 
we have the reason, not beyond, but in the thing ? " 
Yes ; and admitting the parallelism here assumed, does 
not Dr. McCosh see that it makes against him? The 
reason for affirming the truth is not in the act affirm- 
ing it, or in any quality of the act, but " in the objects 
contemplated ; " it should follow, therefore, that the rea- 
son for choosing an end is found, not in the act of choos- 
ing, or in any quality of the act, but in the end ; and 
that is just what I say. But J do not admit the paral- 
lelism. It seems to me that the processes of the mind, 
in dealing with first truths where there is no choice, and 
with ends where there is, are wholly different With 
what he says of first truths I agree ; but the moment 
he passes to ends, I seem to find confusion both in 
the thought and in the language. *' So," he says, ^^ it is 
with final moral ends — ends in themselves. When we 
love God in such a way as to constitute this a moral act, 
we see that there is an obligation in the very act ; and 
that not our own enjoyment, or that of Grod, but because 
it is right in itself.** Concerning this extraordinary 
passage, which contains the gist of what he says, I in- 
quire, 1st. Whether any " final " end be not an end in 
itself, whether moral or not? 2d. Whether a " moral" 
end means anything more than an end that we are 
under obligation to choose? 3d. Whether it be pos- 
sible to love God so that it shall not be a moral act ? 
And 4th. Whether Dr. McCosh means to say that we 
do not. see that there is an obligation to love God1)efore 
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we love him ? His language implies this. He says, 
" When we love him, we see that there is an obligation 
in the very act** If it be " in the very act," it could not 
exist before that, and so a man who had never loved 
God could be under no obligation to love him. This 
consequence must follow every attempt to make, as Dr. 
McCosh does, obligation, or the sense of it, a part of 
virtue. The obligation is " not our own enjoyment, or 
that of God ; " but it may be aflSrmed in view of the 
capacity of God and of other beings for enjoyment, and 
not because " it is right in itself," aside from all relation 
to enjoyment ; and this I suppose to be the truth. I 
suppose the moral reason affirms obligation to choose, 
not goodness, but good as good in itself. This, I sup- 
pose, is ultimate, and that a reason for every right act 
may be found in its relation to this ultimate good. 

And here I must notice a misapprehension of Dr. 
McCosh respecting the place assigned by me to the 
moral reason. He says my ''confusion arises from 
making the moral reason come after the end, after the 
end has been chosen." I not only do not do this, but it 
never occurred to me as possible that any one should. 
As I understand it, the moral reason has a place in 
determining the supreme end by aifirming obligation to 
choose it, but it is no part of the end ; nor is the ob- 
ligation a part of the act or choice. The choice, the 
love, I make " to be a simple primitive act in view of 
the object as worthy of love." In this. Dr. McCosh is 
BO obliging as to say that I have ''hit the truth for 
once ; " and yet he says that " the, intuitive, concrete 
conviction of obligation " is a part of the love, thus mak- 
ing it complex. Certainly I recognize the love as " fit, 
proper, and due ; " but I also say that the love itself is 
impossible, except through a capacity for enjoyment. 
This makes " a sensibility the condition precedent of all 
25 
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moral ideas," and is &tal to the theory of an eternal 
right, or that anything is right in itself apart from all 
relation to enjoyment. 

On the Scriptuml question, I have only to repeat 
what I have already said. The passage quoted by Dr. 
McCosh is the only one in the Bible tliat seems to say 
that we are " to do right because it is right ; " but that 
does not say it, and scarcely seems to. If it said that, 
no further question could be asked. The theory of 
morals would be settled. What it does say is, that 
childreu should obe^ their parents because it is right, 
and that leaves the question, Why is it right to obey 
parents? where it was before. I " am surprised" that Dr. 
McCosh should think this a text in point. It b, indeed, 
worthy of notice how little is said of " right " in the 
New Testament The word is used but thirteen times 
in all, and only ten times €is an adjective. Of these, the 
word BUaLovy translated right in the passage quoted, 
is used but five times ; the proper meaning of it is not 
right, as that term is used in this discussion, but just ; 
and in no other case can it be tortured into a support oi 
the theory of Dr. McCosh. 

Of " the whole tenor of the Scripture " on this point, 
I am content that any one should judge, as between Dr. 
McCosh and myself, wha has not a theory to support 
Our Saviour opened the Sermon on the Mount, and 
every beatitude, by speaking of blessedness. In the 
same connection, he spoke of the " great reward in 
heaven." The general doctrine of the Scriptures is, 
that men shall be rewarded according to their works. 
The " good and faithful servant " is to enter into the 
joy of his Lord. Tlie righteous are to inherit eternal 
life, and the wicked to go into " everlasting punishment" 
It was for the "joy that was set before Him that the 
Saviour himself endured the cross, despising the shame." 
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Dr. SlcCosh refers to the theological bearings of the 
point in question. Those I might discuss if there were 
space and a call for it ; but there is neither. Let the 
question be decided on its merits. That is the only fair 
way ; and to aid our readers in doing that has been my 
endeavor in the preceding discussion. 

Mark Hopkins. 

WiLLUHS CoLLBOB, July 24) 1869. 



DR. McCOSH'S SUMMATION 

OF THB CONTBOYERST BETWEBN HIM AND DB. HOPKINS. 

The discussion between Dr. Hopkins and myself 
must sooner or Ikter come to an end, and I do not see 
why it should not now close. I fear the readers of the 
**^Observier" will complain if we protract it much longer. 
We have both had an opportunity of stating our views, 
and the public must judge for themselves. Intelligent 
readers have already before them the means of coming 
to a decision, and will not thank us for falling, as we 
might be tempted to do, into miserable Wrangling. I 
am in this paper to take up n6 Hew topic. I am simply 
to sum up what I believe to be the substance of the dis- 
pute. 

(1.) Dr. Hopkins tells us, in language which cannot 
be too often quoted, that the final end of man is " some 
form of enjoyment or satisfaction in the consciousneifes." 
" That end," he says, is " in the sensibility," and " the 
capacity of feeling is called the sensibility, and the feel- 
ing may be one of pleasure or pain, of joy or of sorrow." 
He says in his last paper, " If we suppose the sensibility 
excluded, the conception even of an end is impossible." 
Now this is the point which I controvert. I maintain that 
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we ought to look to something higher, and that all truly 
good action has a higher reference. I have to complain 
that in explaining and defending his peculiar theory, 
Dr. Hopkins changes " form of enjoyment *' and " sen- 
sibility *' into " good " and ** blessedness." In this way 
I believe he deceives himself, and would hide from 
others the sensational character of his system. If by 
" good " is meant " moral good," I agree with him ; but 
then it is a departure from his fundamental principle, — 
that man's end is some form of enjoyment. He is able 
to give his theory a plausible appearance and a lofty 
moral tone only by passing from the one to the other. 
If we substitute for " the good," wherever it occurs, " the 
feeling of pleasure and pain," we see how bare and 
earthly the system is. In his last paper, he tells us that 
"blessedness is the supreme end." This sounds well, 
and if it be properly explained, the view js correct. But 
the ^ blessedness " which has thus come in surrepti- 
tiously in the defense of his theory is not the same as 
" the enjoyment " of his primary principle. There may 
be an ** enjoyment in consciousness " which is not blessed- 
ness ; and there is a blessedness which is not enjoyment, 
as when a man sufiPers pain and reproach in a good 
cause. He speaks of the supreme end being " blessed- 
ness, the blessedness of God and of his rational uni- 
verse." Substitute for " blessedness " " sensitive enjoy- 
ment," the sensitive enjoyment of God, and the doctrine 
jars upon us offensively. Surely the supreme end of 
man is not to promote the enjoyment of Grod. I insistj 
then, that he stick to the one or other, either the enjoy- 
ment or the blessedness. If he adhere to the enjoy- 
ment, his theory becomes the utilitarianism which he 
repudiates. If he insist on bringing in blessedness, he 
has introduced, whether he sees It or no, a new and fiir- 
ther element, and is driven, logically, to a very different 
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theory. Whichever horn he takes, he is in difficulties 
in this middle position which he has chosen to occupy 
When our Lord says, " Blessed are they who mourn,' 
he includes vastly more than mere sensitive enjoyment 
If Dr. Hopkins means by " blessedness " a " holy enjoy- 
ment," I believe that this is a supreme end ; but it is so 
because holiness is a constituent 

(2.) I am sorry to^ find that he and I do not agree, as 
I thought at one time that we did, as to the way of set- 
tling the question between us. As a question of mental 
philosophy, I presumed that it was to be determined by 
an inquiry into our mental and moral nature. It turns 
out that Dr. Hopkins does not admit this. I am not 
sure what is the way in which he would settle it He 
says, " As rational, we have the power to overlook and 
comprehend our whole being as we would a locomotive, 
and I suppose the question must be decided by our do- 
ing this." I accept his illustration. We determine the 
end of a locomotive by looking at its structure and its 
relation to other things in the uses to which it is turned. 
It is thus we are to determine the end of man's existence, 
as a question in philosophy. We look at man's nature, 
especially his higher nature, his moral nature, his moral 
reason, or conscience; and we find it to declare that 
there is something higher than mere enjoyment, and to 
which enjoyment should be subordinated, if the two 
come in collision. I am sorry to find him, in his last 
paper, falling into the omission of Professor Bain, and of 
the sensational and utilitarian school generally, and rep- 
resenting the original constituents of man's end to be 
" intellect to know, sensibility to feel, and will to choose 
and act" In doing so, he has left out as an independ- 
ent element the Moral Power, Moral Reason, or Con- 
science, which, looking to an action, declares it to be 
good or evil, to be chosen and done as being good, or to 
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be avoided as being evil. This moral power in man 
declares, if we listen to it, that there is a higher end 
than the mere securing or promoting of enjoyment, and 
that this is an end which man should set before him. I 
am amazed to find him declaring that, apart firom sensi- 
bility, " the conception of an end is impossible." The 
Moral Faculty points to a higher end, and it is easy to 
form a conception of it. I hold, then, that our moral 
nature settles the question in my favor, and I do not al- 
low a loose appeal to any supposed " rational *' or " over- 
looking " or ** comprehending " power capable of deter- 
mining the question without looking at the decisions of 
conscience. 

(3.) He gives a place to the Moral Reason, but it is 
not, I think, the proper place — it is a confused place. 
He tells us that '^ Moral Reason has a place in deter- 
mining the supreme end by affirming the obligation to 
choose it, but is no part in the end." In discussing this 
subject, he puts a number of questions to me which I 
could easily answer, but the questions and the answers 
would only conduct us into a miserable chop-logic no 
way fitted to lead to a solution. Whenever the Moral 
Reason looks at a moral act, — say justice, or love to 
God, or love to man, — it declares it to be binding. It 
declares it to be so beforehand and behindhand, as Dr. 
Hopkins seems to admit. But I go a step further, and 
affirm that the moral power declares the act to be good 
at the very time we do it ; that is, cherish the affection, 
or do the deed that is virtuous. I hold that not only be- 
fore we love God and after we love God, but when we 
love God, we see that there is obligation in the act. 
This makes the sense of duty to enter into the virtuous 
act and to become part of the end. This does not make 
the act complex, any more than water is complex, as 
containing two elements — oxygen and hydrogen; any 
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more than any other actual state of the mind is com- 
plex — all operations of the mind being concrete. Upon 
my statement that when we love God, we see that there 
is an obligation in the very act, he comments in a way 
scarcely worthy of him : " If it be in the very act, it 
could not exist before that, and so a man who had never 
loved God, could be under no obligation to love him." 
Surely a thing may be in the act, and yet exist before 
the act The truth is, that if the obligation did not 
already exist, man could not see it by the Moral Reason. 
As the obligation exists, the Moral Eeason may per- 
ceive it beforehand and behindhand, but also in the very 
act. 

(4.) On another important point we differ. He de- 
nies, and I affirm, that the quality of an action may be 
the ground of .an obligation to do that action. When I 
affirm this, I do not mean that an abstraction is the 
ground of obligation, but that the concrete action is good 
as possessing that quality — that is, is done because it 
is right This, I think, can easily be decided. I am 
tempted, let me suppose, to tell a lie, to say that I did 
not commit an act which I did commit But in looking 
at and considering the act thus suggested, I see that it is 
evil in itsell^ and I decline doing it It is clear to me 
that in such a case we are led to refuse to do the deed 
because of the sinful quality of the act, and not because 
we look to some form of enjoyment It is the same 
with injustice, with ingratitude, and other sins. I avoid 
them, or should avoid them, not simply because they 
may deprive me or others of enjoyment, but because they 
are inherently evil. It is in the same way that we are 
led, or should be led, to do a good act, say to cherish 
gratitude or godliness : we see the essential excellence 
of the affections. Even in love the same element enters 
when the feeling rises to the rank of a virtue ; for all 
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love is not virtuous. We have to distinguish between 
a holy love and an unholy ; and a holy love, say love 
to God or love to man, is cherished as being right, 
proper, due, and not from any enjoyment to be thus de- 
rived by God or by ourselves. 

(5.) I allow that in many virtues, pleasure and pain 
enter into our view. We are bound as much as within 
us lies to promote the happiness of all beings capable of 
joy or of sorrow. But even here, let it be observed, a 
moral element enters : we are hound to do this. All 
our higher moralists maintain that justice, which looks to 
what is right in itself, is a virtue quite as much as be- 
nevolence is. Dr. Hopkins argues that in loving God 
we do so " in the view of the capacity of God and other 
beings for enjoyment." I am not prepared to uphold 
such a statement ; for my moral nature, as interpreted by 
my consciousness, does not seem to me to sanction it. 
We love Grod as being our Creator and Benefactor, and 
as possessed of all perfection. 

I am not to enter on new subjects, and so will not 
review the statement which he gives of the doctrines 
of certain philosophers. It could easily be shown that 
neither Butler nor Edwards lend any sanction to the 
very peculiar ethical theory of Dr. Hopkins. I need to 
touch only on one other point. 

(6.) The Bible happily is not a metaphysical work, 
and I am not very willing to use its simple statements 
to settle philosophic questions. But it seems to me that 
the Word of God, in its spirit and its letter, opposes that 
theory which makes man's highest end to be enjoyment. 
Everywhere God is represented as a Being of whose 
character holiness is as essential an attribute as even 
benevolence. Sin is spoken of as an evil in itself, and 
requiring atonement to be made for it We are taught 
to do thi«<, and avoid that, not merely that we may - 
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avoid sensitive pain, and gain sensitive enjoyment, bat 
because God has commauded it, and because we are 
bound to obey God. Our chief end is to glorify Grod, 
and in this, and under this, enjoy Him forever. 

I began this discussion with a profound veneration 
for the character and abilities of Dr. Hopkins, and I 
close it with the same sentiment 
Pbihgeton, H. J., Sq»L 13, 1869. 



REV. DR. HOPKINS'S CONCLUSION. 

Dr. MgCosh thinks it time the discussion between 
him and myself should close. I agree with him. He 
says, " We have both had an opportunity of stating our 
views," and that '^intelligent readers have already be- 
fore them the me^ns of coming to a decision." So I 
thought, and was content Hence anything ftirther, 
and especially a rediscussion of the whole matter in 
the form of a summing up, was unexpected by me. 
Under these circumstances it is with reluctance that 
I say a word more ; but from his fame and position 
the words of Dr. McCosh fall with weight, and I am 
unwilling that some statements and representations in 
his last paper should pass without notice. 

On the first point taken up by Dr. McCosh, I am 
happy to say that, in my opinion, we are more nearly 
agreed than he seems to suppose. I cannot but think 
that much of our seeming difTerence arises from the 
different meaning we give to the word "sensibility,*' 
and hence to "blessedness." By the sensibility, I 
mean, in common, as I suppose, with philosophers gen- 
erally, the capacity of feeling in its whole range, as re- 
vealed, not only through the activity of the senses, but 
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of every mental and moral power ; and did not suspect 
the possibility of my bein^ supposed to mean anything 
else. According to this, blessedness would be a form 
of enjoyment, and, except in and through the sensibil- 
ity, would be impossibia But Dr. McCosh cannot 
mean this, for he says " there is a blessedness which 
is not enjoyment,'* and calls on me to " stick to the one 
or the other." He says that if I adhere to enjoyment, 
my theory becomes utilitarianism ; if I insist on bring- 
ing in blessedness, I introduce a new element, whether 
I see it or not : and so he makes two horns of a dilem- 
ma where I see no horn at all. He says that the end 
of man is not in the sensibility, and yet says that 
"blessedness," ** properly explained," "is the supreme 
end." He says that "holy enjoyment is a supreme 
end," — that is, ^Ac supreme end, for there can be but 
one. But this is precisely what I* have said from the 
beginning,^ and whoever says this, explain it as he 
may, must agree with me substantially in my whole 
theory, " whether he sees it or not." I congratulate 
Dr. McCosh, or rather myself, on his coming to this- 
result ; but what meaning he can attach to the word 
" sensibility " in his process of doing so, is inscrutable 
to me. With the above meaning, I still say that " if 
we suppose the sensibility excluded, the concepfion even, 
of an end is impossible ; " and I cannot but think that 
my readers, and even Dr. McCosh will agree with me. 
As I have said from the first, a being with no capac- 
ity of feeling of any kind not only could form no con- 
ception of an end, but would lack the very condition 
that would enable him to form moral ideas or to form- 
ulate a moral law. 

Under his second head, again, I think we should be 
substantially agreed but for the same difficulty. Dr. 
McCosh accepts my illustration of the mode in which 
I See MorcU Science^ lect viii. 
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die qnestion between us is to be settled. He Baysj 
" We determine the end of a locomotive by looking at 
its structure and its relation to other things in the uses 
to which it is put. It is thus that we are to determine 
the end of man's existence as a question of philosophy." 
This is just what I say ; and also that it follows that 
as we do not determine the end of a locomotive by 
inquiring " what saith our moral nature," so neither do 
we determine thus the end of man ; whereas Dr. Mc- 
Cosh says, after saying what I have quoted above, that 
the end of man is to be determined by his conscience. 
As I think, we judge that the end of man is to be 
gained* by obeying his conscience by comparing that 
faculty with others, but that judgment and comparison 
are not the work of the faculty itself. In this there 
is a slight difference on another ground ; but now comes 
that again from our not understanding alike '^ sensi- 
bility" and its cognates. Dr. McCosh is "sorry tp 
find me falling into the omission of Professor Bain, and 
of the sensational and utilitarian school generally," — an 
i)mission, by the way, fallen into by Kant and Hamil- 
ton and every distinguished intuitional philosopher who 
has written since, — " and representing the original 
constituents of man's end [being?] to be intellect to 
know, sensibility to feel, and will to choose and act." 
In so doing, he says I have '* left out, as an independent 
element, the Moral Power, Moral Reason, or Con- 
science." He is ^^ amazed to find me declaring that 
without a sensibility the conception of an end is impos- 
sible." He holds that " the moral power in man de- 
clares that there is a higher end than the mere securing 
or procuring of enjoyment," and that "it is easy to 
form a conception of it." Here it is, in all this, that 
we feel the need of that inscrutable meaning of the 
word " sensibility " of which I have spoken. For with- 
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out it what have we ? We have a part of man's na- 
ture, and that the highest, which neither consists, nor 
is employed, in knowing, or feeling, or willing ! What 
else is possible ? We have an end without a sensibility, 
easy to be conceived of, higher than any other, and yet 
the pursuit of which would neither secure nor promote, 
at least intentionally, the enjoyment of anybody. I 
am curious to know what such an end may be, espe- 
cially in the view of one who holds that " the supreme 
end is blessedness (properly explained) or holy enjoy- 
ment" 

Under his third head Dr. McCosh says that J ^^ give 
to Moral Reason a place, but a confused place." What 
I say is, that moral reason recognizes moral quality, 
and affirms obligation to choose ends. He, as I sup- 
pose, says the same, and also makes this affirmation of 
obligation, or sense of duty, a part of the end. He 
says, ^ This makes the sense of duty to enter into the 
virtuous act and to become part of the end." I say 
it enters into the act to give it quality, but not as a 
part of the end. The end, I suppose, must be known 
before the sense of duty can be originated. Whether 
this more complex view gives moral reason a less "con- 
fused place," I leave others to judge. That a moral 
act may be binding, both beforehand and at the time 
when it is done, I agree fully with Dr. McCosh ; but 
am not sure that I understand what is meant by its 
being binding " behindhand." 

On the question under his fourth head, we seem to 
be in direct opposition. Dr. McCosh affirms, and I 
deny, that the quality of an act can be the ground of 
obligation to do that act ; and yet I am not sure that 
we are looking at precisely the same point when we 
thus affirm and deny. I agree that the quality of an 
act may be assigned as the reason for doing it. A man 
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maj be exhorted to do a just act because it is just, or 
he may say he did it because it was so. This is con- 
venient, and often sufficient, and language has accommo- 
dated itself to it as it has to the apparent motion of 
the heavens ; but it would be mere trifling to assign 
the fact of the justice of an act — that is the quality of 
justice in it — as the ground of the obligation to do 
justice. We here seek what is ultimate, the real na- 
ture of things ; and what I say, and have said, is that 
without an underlying sensibility and its products in 
the consciousness, the quality itself of justice could not 
exist — that nothing could be either just or right He 
and his school say that an action is right because it is 
right, and that is the end of it. I say that a reason 
can always be given why an action is right, and that 
without a sensibility, the quality of right in an action, 
regarded as moral, could not exist. 

Under his fifth head Dr. McCosh allows that "in 
many virtues pleasure and pain enter into our view." 
" We are bound," he says, " as much as in us lies, to 
promote the happiness of all beings capable of joy or 
of sorrow. But even here, let it be observed, a moral 
element enters : we are bound to do this." Of course 
we are. Who ever thought otherwise ? I agree with 
Dr. McCosh perfectly, that when beings capable of joy 
or of sorrow are in question, we are as much, or at 
least nearly as much, bound to exert ourselves for them 
as if they were capable of no such thing. I agree 
with him that justice is quite as much a virtue as be- 
nevolence,^ only I do not think that "justice looks to 
what is right in itself " independently of benevolence, or 
that it could exist without it. I think benevolence its 
condition, but no more think the idea of justice a part 
of that of benevolence than I do the idea of identity 
a part of that of being. I think also that if God were 
I See Law of Love^ p. 113. 
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as incapable of sensibility as a rock, and so incapable 
of enjoyment, it would be impossible for us to love 
Him with the love of benevolence, the only love com- 
manded. 

Respecting the Bible, Dr. McCosh says, under his 
sixth head, that he is " not very willing to use its sim- 
ple statements to settle philosophic questions." I am. 
Let the Bible state anything simply and explicitly, and 
I have no philosophy to oppose to it. I said that the 
Bible nowhere commands us to do right because it is 
right. Dr. McCosh was surprised, and undertook to 
show that it did, by quoting the only passage he could 
find that seemed to say so, though it did not. He now 
simply says that it seems to him " that the Word of 
God in its spirit and letter opposes that theory which 
makes man's highest end to be enjoyment," quoting no 
text, and implying, in the form of his statement, that 
I hold that the end of man is his own enjoyment. I 
have nowhere said that. What I say is, that the high- 
est end of man is to cavse blessedness "properly ex- 
plained." In immediate connection. Dr. McCosh speaks 
of sensitive pain and sensitive enjoyment as if they were 
the basis of my system. I trust I have snid nothing 
to justify this. I am no sensationalist, but a believer 
in the highest form of intuitional and spiritual philoso- 
phy. I am no utilitarian. , I believe in a good that 
is good in itself, and to be sought for its own sake ; 
and in disinterested love of beings who are capable of 
happiness, quite as much, too, as if they were not. In 
my two books, I have examined the constitution of 
man in its relation both to nature and to the Bible. I 
have found from that, that the law of the constitution 
is the law of the Bible. That law — the Law of Love 
— I accept and endeavor to enforce — simply that. I 
build no " half-way house." I bring in nothing " sur- 
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reptitiously.'' I steal no element. I do not sabordi- 
nate virtue to happiness, but find a harmony between 
them. I do not say as Dr. Lord, in his letter to the 
graduates of Dartmouth, taking the representation of 
Dr. McCosh, represents me as saying, that I am bound 
to glorify God " because my faculties are adapted to 
that duty, and in performing it my faculties will be in 
harmony, and I shall be happy." I simply find the 
moral law — the one law for myself and for all others 
— impersonal and impartial, and have as little to do 
with this terrible enjoyment as is possible under a law 
that requires me to promote it in its purest form and 
in the highest degree. 

But enough. All metaphysical points lie within a 
narrow compass, and it is both amusing and annoying 
to me to see what a fog of discussion, and often nimbus^ 
will gather around them. Those involved in this dis- 
cussion seem to me simple and luminous. Most of the 
difficulty in making them appear so to others arises 
from the imperfection of language. This has seemed 
to me so great, that for years I was deterred from 
attempting anything. I saw so much on these subjects 
of mere logomachy. This has been a difficulty between 
Dr. McCosh and myself. We evidently do not always 
attach the same shade of meaning to the same word. 
If we could do that, I am confident it would bring us 
nearer together than we have seemed, for not only are 
the intuitions of all men on these subjects alike, but he 
and I belong to the same general school of thought, 
and are substantially working together. 

I close by reciprocating the kind expressions of re- 
gard by Dr. McCosh. It was a great pleasure to me 
to welcome him in this country. I rejoiced in the 
eclat with which he was received at Princeton, and in 
the favor and endowment which his coming brought 
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to that College. I trust the fkvor will continne, uod 
the endowment increase ; and can only say that if 
another such man could be found who would come to 
this College and bring equal favor and endowment, es- 
pecially, just now, the endowment, I would resign 
to-day. 

Williams Ck>LLBGB, Bqd, 28tA, 1869. 
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